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SUnus

presentation

“Rusya Ihlal Karnesi” baghkh cahgmamiz,
Garlik doéneminden Sovyetler Birligi’ne ve
guniimiz Rusya’sina uzanan tarihsel siiregte
Rusya’nin gergeklestirdigi ihlalleri konu al-
maktadir. 16. yiizyihin ortalarindan itibaren
diinya siyasetinde soz sahibi olmaya baslayan
ve giderek kiiresel bir aktére doniisen Rusya,
ozellikle 18. yuzyildan itibaren Misliman
cografyayr hedef alan iggal, soykirim ve siir-
giin politikalariyla Kirim’dan Orta Asya’ya
kadar ¢ok genis bir sahada milyonlarca insa-
nin yagamini yitirmesine sebep olmustur. Bu
strecte hakimiyeti altindaki topraklarda siir-
dirdiigt zorunlu stirgiin, asimilasyon ve iggal
politikalariyla Rusya, toplamda milyonlarca
insanin yasamini yitirmesine yol acmigtir. Car-

Our work titled “Violation Report of Russia”
is about violations of Russia within historical
process extending from Tsarist period to So-
viet Union and today’s Russia. Russia, which
started to have a voice in world politics and
gradually transformed into a global actor since
the middle of the 16th century, caused death
of millions of people with its occupation, geno-
cide and exile policies targeting Muslim geog-
raphy in a very wide area from Crimea to Cen-
tral Asia. During this process, Russia caused
death of millions of people in total due to its
forced exile, assimilation and occupation pol-
icies followed on lands that it took control of.
Such practices that started in Tsarist Russian
period continued also throughout communist




ik Rusya déneminde baglayan bu uygulama-
lar Bolsevik Devrimi sonrasindaki komiinist
rejim boyunca da devam etmis, 6zellikle Stalin
doéneminde hayata gegirilen kati uygulamalar
kapanmasi miimkiin olmayan derin acilara se-
bebiyet vermistir.

Rusya, Soguk Savag’in sona ermesi ve Sovyet-
ler Birligi’nin dagilmasindan bu yana gelinen
yakin dénemde de, diinya siyasetinde belirle-
yici bir aktor olarak yer alma hedefini stirdiir-
mektedir. Bagta Cecenistan iggali olmak tizere,
Kirim’in ilhak edilmesi, Ukrayna ve Giircistan
gibi komsu tilkelere karg1 yiiritilen politika-
lar, Suriye I¢savas’'nda takimlan tavir ve ben-
zeri politikalar, Rusya’nin s6z konusu hedef
dogrultusunda nasil bir yol izleyecegine dair
fikir vermektedir.

Galigmamiz, Rusya’nin diinya tizerindeki po-
litikalarina elestirel bir bakig niteligi tagimak-
tadir. Hig¢ stiphesiz hak ihlalleri her dénem-
de ve her cografyada yaganagelmistir. Ancak
“Tarihten Bugiine Ulke Ihlal Karneleri” st
baghgini tagiyan caligmalarimizin temel amaci;
medeniyet, barig ve 6zgiirlikklerin temsilcisi
oldugu iddiasin1 tagtyan ve bugiin sinirlari di-
sinda etki giictine sahip olan devletlerin soy-
lemlerinin gergekligini test etmek, goz ardi
edilen bu alanin tartismaya agilmasina katk:
saglamaktir.

regime after Bolshevik Revolution. Especially
the harsh policies put into practice during Sta-
lin period caused deep wounds whose closure

is not possible.

Russia has continued its aim of taking place
in world politics as a determining actor in the
period from the end of Cold War and collapse
of the Soviet Union. Firstly the occupation of
Chechnya, then annexation of Crimea, policies
followed against neighbour countries such as
Ukraine and Georgia, stand taken and similar
policies in Syrian civil war give an idea about
what kind of a way Russia would follow to-
wards the aforementioned aim.

Our work has a critical perspective on Russia’s
world politics. Of course, violations of rights
have experienced in every period and every ge-
ography. However, the main aim of our works
having the main heading of “Violation Reports
From Past till Today” is to test the accuracy
of expressions of states that have the assertion
of being representatives of civilization, peace
and freedoms, and have political clout beyond
their territories. Thus, we aim to contribute in

opening of this neglected area into discussion.




Sivasi Tarihi

Political History

Rusya Hakkinda Genel Bilgiler

1991 yilinda Sovyet Sosyalist Cumhuriyetler
Birligi (SSCB)’nin dagilmas1 tizerine kuru-
lan Rusya Federasyonu, kuzeyden Kuzey Buz
Denizi; dogudan Biiytik Okyanus; giineyden
Kuzey Kore, Cin, Mogolistan, Kazakistan,
Azerbaycan ve Giircistan; batidan ise Ukray-
na, Belarus, Letonya, Estonya, Finlandiya ve
Isveg ile komsudur. Rusya’ya bagh olan fakat
milli sinirlarinin disinda olan Kaliningrad ise
Polonya, Litvanya ve Balttk Denizi ile ¢ev-
rilidir. Yiizol¢timii 17.075.389 km?, niifusu
yaklagik 145 milyondur. Bagkenti Moskova,
diger onemli gehirleri Saint Petersburg, No-
vosibirsk, Nizhni Novgorod, Ekaterinburg,
Samora, Omsk, Kazan, Celyabinsk, Rostov-
na-Donu, Ufa, Volgograd ve Perm’dir. Nii-

General Information About Russia

Russian Federation was established after
dissolution of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics (USSR) in 1991. It is neighbour
with Arctic Ocean from north; Pacific Ocean
from east; North Korea, China, Mongolia,
Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan and Georgia from
south; Ukraine, Belarus, Latvia, Estonia,
Finland and Sweden from west. Kaliningrad,
which is connected to Russia but lies outside
its borders, is surrounded by Poland, Lithu-
ania and the Baltic Sea. The area of Russia is
17.075.389 km2 and its population is around
145 million. Its capital is Moscow and some of
its other important cities are Saint Petersburg,
Novosibirsk, Nizhny Novgorod, Yekaterin-
burg, Samara, Omsk, Kazan, Chelyabinsk,




fus yogunlugu 8.4 kisi/km® olmakla birlikte,
bu say1 tilkenin dogu sinirlarinda 1.2’ye du-
serken, bat1 kesimlerinde 26.6’ya kadar cikar.
Niifusun %79.8’ini Ruslar, %3.8’ini Tatarlar,
%2’sini Ukraynalilar, geri kalanini ise Bagkart,
Cecen, Cuvag, Ermeni, Moldovali, Avar, Be-
laruslu, Kazak, Azer, Kabartay, Yakut, 1ngu$
gibi azinliklar olugturur. Etnik agidan oldukga
pargali bir yapiya sahip olan Rusya’da, Carlik
ve Sovyet dénemlerinde uygulanan politikalar
sebebiyle yaklasik 160 farkh etnik grup bulun-
maktadir. Cok genig bir cografyaya yayilmig
olmasi sebebiyle Rusya, sosyal, kiiltiirel, eko-
nomik ve cografi acidan son derece keskin de-
giskenlikler barindirmaktadir.

Sovyetler Birligi'ne Kadarki Sureg

Ruslarin bugiin bulunduklari cografyaya ne
zaman, nasil ve nereden geldikleri konusunda
farkl: fikirler 6ne siiriilmekle birlikte, M.O.
8. yiizyll civarinda Kuzey Karadeniz kiyilari-
na yerlesen Yunan kolonileri ve Rus-Ukrayna
step bolgelerine yerlesen Iskit ve Sarmatlarin
bu bolgenin bilinen en eski yerlesimcileri ol-

dugu kabul edilir.

Ruslarin tarih sahnesine ¢ikist ise 9. yiizyil-
da kurulan Kiev Knezligi ile olmustur. Kiev
Knezligi 13. yiizyil ortalarina kadar ayakta kal-
mig ve 1240 yilinda Mogollar tarafindan yikil-
mugtir. Altin Orda Devleti’nin Giiney Rusya’yt
hakimiyeti altina almast ile yaklagik iki asir sti-
ren bir donem baglamistir. Bu siirecte Mosko-
va, Ruslarin siyasi merkezi olarak 6ne ¢tkma-
ya ve Moskova Knezligi Kiev Knezligi’nden
kalan boslugu doldurmaya baglamigtir. 15.
yiizylin ortalarinda II1. Ivan yonetiminde Al-
tin Orda Devleti kontrol altina alinmus, Istan-
bul’un Osmanli Devleti tarafindan fethedil-
mesiyle birlikte de, son Bizans imparatoru XI.
Konstantin Palaiologos’un yegeni ile evlenen

Rostov-on-Don, Ufa, Volgograd and Perm.
While the overall population density is 8.4
person per km?, this number decreases to 1.2
in east borders and increases to 26.6 in western
districts. 79.8% of the population is composed
of Russians, 3.8% of Tatars, 2% of Ukrainians
and the rest is of minorities such as Bashkir,
Chechen, Chuvash, Armenian, Moldavian,
Avar, Belarussian, Kazak, Azerbaijani, Kabar-
din, Yakuts and Ingushetian. As it can be seen,
Russia has ethnically quite fragmented struc-
ture. In fact, there are around 160 different
ethnic groups by virtue of policies implement-
ed during Soviet times. Since it spreads over
a very wide geography, Russia includes very
sharp versatilities regarding social, cultural,
economic and geographical aspects.

The Period Until Soviet Union

Though there are different ideas in matter of
when, how and from where Russians came to
the geography that they are living today, it is
accepted that Scythians and Sarmatians who
settled in the region of Russian-Ukrainian
steppes, and Greek colonies who settled in the
costs of Northern Black Sea in the 8th centu-
ry B.C. were the first known residents of the
region.

Entrance of Russians to the stage of history
occurred with Kievan Rus in the 9th century.
Kievan Rus survived until the middle of the
13th century and demolished by Mongols in
1240. Via getting South Russia under domi-
nation, the Golden Horde started a new era
which lasted around two centuries. During
this period, Moscow started to become prom-
inent as the political centre of Russia and the
Grand Duchy of Moscow started to fill the
gap remained after Kievan Rus. Under the
leadership of Ivan III, the Golden Horde was




ve devletin armasi olan cift bash kartala kendi
devlet miihriinde yer veren II1. Ivan, Rusya’y:
Bizans’in halefi olarak 6ne ¢ikarmustir.

Rusya’nin gtigli bir devlet yapilanmas: ile ta-
rih sahnesindeki yerini almasi ise 16. yiizyilin
ortalarinda IV. Ivan tarafindan kurulan Rus
Garligr ile birlikte olmustur.

XVI. yiizyihn sonlarindan itibaren Orta Asya
cografyasinda Ingiltere ile Rusya arasinda bii-
yuk bir giic miicadelesi baglamis, somiirgeci
bir anlayisla bolgeye yonelen iki tilkenin mu-
cadelesinden en biiyiik zarar bolgedeki Tiirk
hanlklar1 gérmistar. Bolgede bulunan g
onemli hanlik olan Hokand, Buhara ve Hive
Hanliklari, 19. yiizyihn ikinci yarisinda Rus-
ya’nin hakimiyeti altina girmistir.

Olivier Roy bu stireci su ctimlelerle 6zetler:

“1865-1920 arasinda Orta Asya'nin fethi, Rus
Imparatorlugu’nun yiizyillar stiren sekiiler genis-
leme siirecinin miisliiman topluluklar aleyhine
sonuglanmasindan baska bir sey degildir.”

Roy 16. yiizyilin ortalarinda baglayan bu isgal
stirecinde Ruslarin siirekli olarak Miisliiman-
larla catigtigini ifade eder:

“... Rusya icin, 1552°de Kazan'in alimmasindan
1920'de Buhara’min alinmasina kadar miislii-
manlarla hem zamanda (17. yiizyldaki kisa bir
duraklama haric), hem de mekanda siirekli bir
catisma vardir.”

Carlik Rusyasinin 16. yiizyihn ortalarindan
itibaren Orta Asya cografyasindaki Tiirk? dev-
letleri iggal ederek kendi topraklarina katmaya
baglamasiyla birlikte, bu cografyada yasayan
Miisliiman niifus tizerinde zorla Hristiyanlas-
tirma politikasi izlenmis, cami, medrese ve di-
ger dini miiesseseler ortadan kaldirilarak halkin
kiltiir ve egitim hayatlar engellenmeye caligil-
mustir. Ote yandan Miisliimanlara ve 6zellikle

taken under control in the middle of the 15th
century. Together with

the conquest of Istanbul by Ottomans, Ivan
IIT got married to the nephew of the last Byz-
antine Emperor, Konstantin Paleologos XI,
and he started to include double-headed ea-
gle -which was the emblem of the Byzantine
Empire- within his own emblem. Thus, he put
Russia forward as the successor of the Byzan-
tine Empire.

However, the position that Russia took place
with strongly in the stage of history had oc-
curred via Tsardom of Russia established by
Ivan IV in the middle of the 16th century.

A big power struggle started between England
and Russia in Central Asia since the end of the
16th century. Turkish khanates in the region
suffered the most from the power struggle
of these two countries which turned towards
the region with colonial mentality. Three im-
portant khanates in the region, Khanate of
Kokand, Khanate of Bukhara and Khanate of
Khiva, became Russian protectorates in the
second half of the 19th century.

Olivier Roy summarizes this process with the
following sentences:

“Conquest of the Central Asia between the years
of 1865-1920 is nothing than the completion of
centuries long secular enlargement process of the
Russian empire against Muslim communities.”

Roy states that Russians were constantly con-
flicting with Muslims during this occupation
process which started in the middle of the 16th

century:

“... For Russia, there was a constant conflict with
Muslims in time (except a short period in the 17th
century) and space from possession of Kazan in
1552 until possession of Bukhara in 1920.”




larin ileri

gelenlerine

Ortodokslugu  kabul

ederek din degistirmeleri durumunda cesitli

imtiyazlar verilmig, Hristiyanligi kabul etme-

yenler ise biiytik bir bask: ve zultimle kargilag-
muglardir.

Giray Saynur Bozkurt bu konuda sunlan séyler:

“Neticede XVI. y.y.'da Kazan Hanligi’'nin Ruslar
tarafindan ele gecirilmesiyle baslayan ve asama
asama XIX. y.y.’a kadar Tiirk iilkelerinin birer
birer yok olmalarm saglayan biitiin bu Rus fii-
tuhatlari, emeline ulasmuisti. Rus Hiikiimeti Miis-
liiman halktan once insan kaybi, cami, mektep,
medrese gibi dini ve egitim miiesseselerini yok
etme, zorla Hristiyanlastirma, go¢ ettirme yo-
luyla baglatngr asimile politikasini, dini baskiy
saglamak ve denetlemek icin acilan dini idareler,
Miisliimanlarmn topraklarimin ellerinden alinarak
buralara Rus gocmenlerini yerlestirme, Miis-
limanlarin yasadigi bolgeleri kendi idarecileri
yonetiminde ¢ok ¢egsitli idari bolgelere ayirarak,
bolgelerin askeri ve idari bakundan kontroliinii
saglama, kasith olarak ana dilde egitimi engel-
leme, ticari mevkilere sahip ¢ikarak Miisliiman-
larin kallkinmasuu onleme gibi cesitli evrimlerle
stirdiirdii.”

With the inception of the Tsardom of Russia

to annex Turkic nations in Central Asian ge-

ography via occupying them from the middle
of the 16th century, policy of Christianization
by force has been followed on Muslim pop-
ulation in this geography; mosques, madrasas
and other religious institutions were abolished;
and thus, culture and education life of them
was tried to be prevented. On the other hand,
various privileges were given to Muslims and
especially the notables of Tatars when they
converted via accepting Orthodoxy, whereas,
the ones who did not accept Christianity expe-
rienced a great oppression and outrage.

Giray Saynur Bozkurt says the followings in
that regard:

“All these Russian conquests which started with
the conquest of the Khanate of Kazan in the 16th
century and caused disappearance of Turkish
nations one by one until the 19th century actu-
ally achieved their goal. Russians started its as-
similation policy via human loss, destruction of
religious and educational institutions such as
mosques, schools (mekteb) and madrasas, forced
Christianization and migration. Such a policy
was continued with various evolvements such as
religious institutions established to ensure and
inspect religious oppression, divestiture of the
regions in which Muslims were living and place-
ment of Russian immigrants there, gaining mili-
tary and administrative control of the regions in
which Muslims were living via separating them
into various administrative regions under the ad-
ministration of their own authorities, prevention
of education in mother tongue and inhibition of
the development of Muslims by laying claim to
trade-related positions.”




Bolsevik Devrimi ve
Sovyetler Birligi Dénemi

1917°de Lenin onderliginde gerceklesen Bol-
sevik Devrimi’nin ardindan, I. Diinya Sava-
st'ndan kalan zorlu kosullarinin da etkisiyle
tilkede plansiz bir ekonomik siire¢ yasanmus,
“savag komiinizmi” adi verilen donemde her
seyin devletlestirilmesi sebebiyle 6zellikle kir-
sal kesimde kithk baggostermis, 1920-1921
yillarinda yaklagitk 20 milyon insan kitliktan
etkilenirken, milyonlarca insan aclik sebebiyle
yagamini yitirmistir.

Ocak 1918’de Petersburg’da toplanan kurucu
meclis, ¢cogunlugun Bolsevik olmamas: sebe-
biyle dagitilirken, Lenin ve arkadaglarinin
idaresinde olusan diktatorlik yonetiminde,
eski partileri kapatmuis, burjuvazi ve toplumun
seckin kesimi tasfiye edilmis, ¢ar ve ailesi de
katledilmistir. Bu siirecte bagkent Moskova’ya
taginmus, ihtilal kargitlar: ile kanli bir igsavasa
girisilmistir. 1917-1922 yillar1 arasinda devam
eden savagta yaklagik 3 milyon insan hayatim
kaybetmistir. Komiinist rejimin savagtan galip
ayrilmasinin ardindan, Polonya ve Finlandiya
ile sinirlar belirlenmis, Azerbaycan, Ermenis-
tan, Gurcistan gibi ¢arlik dénemi sonras: gegi-
ci bir bagimsizlik dénemi yasayan devletler ele
gecirilmig, Ukrayna, Belarus ve Transkafkasya
ile birlesilmis ve Sovyet Sosyalist Cumhuriyet-
ler Birligi olusturularak anayasasi 6 Temmuz
1923’te yirirliige girmigtir. Bu birlige daha
sonra 1924’te Ozbekistan ve Tiirkmenistan,
1929’da da Tacikistan katilmugtir.

SSCB, ilk dénemde dis politikada genel olarak
barig yanlist bir politika izlemis ve Almanya,
Tiirkiye, Iran, Afganistan gibi devletlerle
cesitli paktlar, tarafsizlik antlagmalari imza-
lamigtir. Lenin’in 1924’te 6lmesinin ardin-
dan devletin bagina gegen Josip Stalin sana-
yilesme ve zirai kolektiflesme konularinda

The October Revolution and the
Period of Soviet Union

After the October Revolution which occurred
under the leadership of Lenin in 1917, with
also the effect of difficult conditions after the
First World War, an unplanned economic
period was experienced in the country; fam-
ine appeared especially in countryside due to
nationalisation of everything during the period
called “communism of war”, and around 20
million people were affected from the famine
between the years of 1920-1921 while millions
of people died because of hunger.

Constituent assembly, which gathered in Jan-
uary 1918 in Petersburg, was adjourned since
the majority was not Bolshevist. Under the dic-
tatorship of Lenin and his friends, old parties
were closed down, bourgeoisie and elite class
of the society were rectified, tzar and his family
were murdered. During this process, the cap-
ital was moved to Moscow and a bloody civil
war was started with anti-revolutionists. Three
million people lost their lives during the war
that continued between the years of 1917-
1922. After the victory of the communist re-
gime, borders with Poland and Finland were
determined; countries
that were expe-
riencing a

tempo-




ol-

duk-

ca kati

politikalar

uygulamistir ve bu

ugurda insan kiyimindan kaginilmamigtir. Bu

stirecte din hayatin digina ¢ikartilmig, kiliseler

kapatilarak miize ya da lokale ¢evrilmis, egitim

kilisenin kontroliinden alinarak mal varliklari-
na el konulmustur.

Stalin’in yonetimi ele almasindan sonra Sov-
yetler Birligi igerisinde her alanda Ruslagtirma
politikas: uygulanmaya baglanmustir. Egitim-
de Rusca zorunlu dil haline getirilmig, Rus/
Slav olamayan topluluklarin alfabeleri (Er-
menistan, Giircistan ve Baltiklar hari¢) Kril
alfabesine doniigtiiriilmiistiir. Ruslar Sovyet-
ler Birligi’ni olugturan genis cografyanin dort
bir yanina dagilarak tst diizey yoneticiliklere
yerlestirilirken, st diizey yoneticilik igin ¢ok
iyi derecede Rusca bilme sarti getirilmistir.
Yerli yonetim kademeleri de ciddi oranda tas-
fiye edilerek biiytiik cogunlugu hapsedilmis ve
olim cezasina carptirilmugtir.

Sovyet rejimi, sinirlari igerisindeki Miisliiman
niifusu hayatin her alaninda acimasiz uygula-
malara tabi tutarken, tilkenin biiyiik ¢cogun-
lugunun bagl oldugu Hristiyanhiga karg: da
tam bir sindirme ve yok etme politikast uy-
gulamigtir. Bu siire¢ ateizmi benimsemis olan
Lenin ile baglamig, Stalin déneminde daha da

independence after tsardom like Azerbai-
jan, Armenia, Georgia were seized; a union
was established with Ukraine, Belarus and
Transcaucasia; and Union of Soviet So-
cialist Republics was formed. The constitu-
tion of the union came into force on 6 July
1923. Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan joined
this union in 1924, and Tajikistan in 1929.

USSR generally followed a peaceful foreign
policy and signed various treaties and neutral-
ity agreements with countries like Germany,
Turkey, Iran and Afghanistan. Josip Stalin,
who took control of the state after Lenin’s
death in 1924, implemented very harsh poli-
cies in terms of industrialization and agricul-
tural collectivisation. It was not abstained from
massacre of people for this cause. During
this process, religion was thrown out of life;
churches were closed or transformed into lo-
cals; education was taken from the hands of
churches and the property of them was con-
fiscated.

After Stalin took control, Russianisation policy
was started to be implemented in all spheres
within Soviet Union. Russian was made the
obligatory language; alphabets of non-Rus-
sian/Slavic societies (except Armenia, Georgia
and the Baltic) were transformed into cyril-
lic alphabet. While Russians were placed at
high level administrative positions all around
the wide geography of the union, it was made
obligatory to know Russian very well for these
high level positions. On the other hand, local
administrations were rectified considerably
while most of them were prisoned and sen-
tenced with capital punishment.

While Muslim population within the borders
of the Soviet regime were subjected to bru-
tal applications in every aspect of their lives,
a complete suppression and demolition policy
against also Christianity that the great majority
of the country was belonging to was implied.




siddetlenerek devam etmistir. Kilise’nin Car-
lik rejimine yakin siyasi tavri da bu digman-
likta rol oynamigtir. Bu kapsamda Kilise’ye ait
miilklere el konulmus, dini kurumlarin egitim
tizerindeki etkinligine son verilmig, din adam-
lar1 katledilmis ya da stirgiine gonderilmis,
kiliseler de tek tek kapatilmaya baglanmigtir.
Bu gibi yontemlerle Kilise’nin sosyal ve siyasal
alandaki etkinligi kirilmaya, komiinist sistemin
tam olarak yerlesmesi icin toplumun dinden
uzaklagmasi saglanmaya calisilmigtir. Halkin
biiytik bir saygi ile bagl oldugu azizlerin me-
zarlarinin acilarak kemiklerinin teshir edilmest
gibi vahgi uygulamalar da yine bu amaca giden
yolda bir yontem olarak gorilmustiir.

Uzun yillar devam eden din karsiti uygulama-
lar neticesinde tlkedeki mabed sayis1 biiytk
olgtude eritilmig, halkin dinle iligkisi tamamen
kopartilmaya galisilmigtir. 1917°de Carlik Rus-
yasinda 77.767 olan Rus Ortodoks Kilisesi’'ne
ait kilise ve mabed sayis1 1928’de 28.560’a,
Katolik Kilisesi’ne ait mabed sayis1 4.233’ten
128’e, sinagog sayist 6.059’dan 261’e, cami ve
mescid sayisi ise 24.582’den 2.293’e diismiis-
tur.

Ulkede 1920’lerden itibaren bu uygulamalarin
hayata gecirilmesinde Militan Ateistler Birli-
g1 de 6nemli rol oynamustir. “Dinle miicadele
sosyalizm igin miicadeledir” sloganiyla hare-
ket eden birlik tilke ¢apinda 5.7 milyon tyeye
ulagmugtir. Din adamlar1 tGzerindeki bask: ve
takiplerin arttigi 1930’lu yillarda, 165 bin kisi
kilise ile irtibati oldugu gerekgest ile strgiin
edilmig, bunlardan 107 bini de idam edilmig-
tir.

Ikinci Diinya Savasi ve Almanya kargisinda gi-
risilen miicadele SSCB agisindan oldukga agir
sonuglar dogurmustur. Savasta yaklagtk 7.5
milyon asker, 6-8 milyon sivil insan yasamini
yitirmis, 25 milyon insanin evi tahrip edilmis,

This process was started by Lenin who was
atheist, and continued more violently during
the period of Stalin. Political attitude of the
church which was close to the tsarist regime
played a role in this hostility. In this context,
properties of the church were confiscated; ac-
tivity of religious institutions on education was
ended; clergymen were murdered or exiled;
churches were started to be closed one by one.
With such methods, social and political activ-
ity of the church was tried to be reduced, and
it was tried to provide that people would be
distanced from religion in order for the com-
munist regime to take exact place in society.
Brutal applications such as opening the graves
of the saints to whom the society was attached
with great respect, and showing their bones
were also used as a method in order to achieve
the aforementioned goal.

In result of anti-religion applications which
continued for many years, number of the tem-
ples was significantly decreased and relation-
ship between society and religion was tried
to be cut off. While number of the churches
and temples belonging to Russian Orthodox
Church was 77.767 during Tsarist Russia
in 1917, this number decreased to 28.560 in
1928. On the other hand, while number of
the temples belonging to Catholic Church de-
creased from 4.233 to 128 and number of syn-
agogues decreased from 6.059 to 261, number
of the mosques and masjids decreased from
24.582 t0 2.293.

League of Militant Atheists also played an im-
portant role in putting these applications into
practice within the country since 1920s. The
league which acted upon the slogan of “Strug-
gle against religion is struggle for socialism”
reached 5.7 million members country-wide. In
1930s when oppression and chasing on cler-
gymen increased, 165 thousand people were
exiled on account of the fact that they had
connection with church, and 107 thousand of
these people were executed.




tilkede altyap: biiyiik zarara ugratilmig, sanayi
kuruluslar: ve igyerleri yok edilmistir.

Ikinci Diinya Savag’nin sonlarina dogru
Tahran (Kasim-Aralik 1943), Makao (Ekim
1944) ve ozellikle Yalta’da (Subat 1945) ger-
ceklestirilen konferanslarda, kurulacak olan
Birlesmis Milletler Teskilat'nin  temelleri
atilmug, veto hakk: ile BM galip devletlerin ¢1-
karlar1 dogrultusunda igleyen bir mekanizma
olarak tasarlanmustir.

Savagin ardindan Dogu Avrupa ve Balkanlar
cografyast Sovyet Rusya’nin niifuz sahasina
birakilmig ve Sovyetler Birligi’nin yikilmasina
kadar siirecek olan Soguk Savag dénemi bag-
lamigtir. Bu dénemde diinya bir tarafta ABD,
diger tarafta Sovyetler Birligi’nin bagini ¢ek-
tigi iki kutuplu bir miicadele alanina doniig-
tirilmugtir. Yaklagik yarim ytzyil siiren bu
dénem boyunca diinya devletleri ya ABD’nin
ya da Sovyetler Birligi’nin yaninda yer almaya
itilmig, diinya siyaseti ve kamuoyu bu anlayg
cercevesinde sekillendirilmigtir.

Soguk Savas déneminde ABD, II. Diinya
Savasgr’ndan biiyiik bir ekonomik krizle ¢ikan
Avrupa tilkelerini Marshall Plani gibi proje-
lerle desteklemis (1947) ve NATO’nun ku-
rulmasina énciiliik etmis (1949), buna kargihk
diger tarafta Sovyetler Birligi ise komiinist tl-
keler arasinda dayanigmay: 6ngéren COME-
CON (1949) ve Varsova Pakt'nin kurulmasi-
nt saglamigtir (1955).

Gin’de komiinist rejimin igbasina gelmesi
tizerine bu iilke ile miinasebetler iyilesmis ve
Sovyetler Birligi Asya kitasindaki niifuz alani-
n1 genisletmeye baglamigtir. Bu durumun bir
sonucu olarak ¢ikan Kore Savagi (1950-1953)
milyonlarca masum insanin 6liimiine neden
olmustur.

Stalin’den sonra devlet baskani olan Nikita
Krusgev doneminde Stalin dénemi politika-

The Second World War and fight against
Germany had very heavy results for the USSR.
During this period, around 7.5 million sol-
diers and 6-8 million civilians died; houses of
25 million people were destroyed; infrastruc-
ture in the country was damaged very much;
and industrial establishments and work places
were destroyed.

After the Second World War, at conferences
in Tehran (November-December 1643), Ma-
cau (October 1944) and especially Yalta (Feb-
ruary 1945), the foundations of the planned
United Nations were laid and it was designed
with veto power as a mechanism working to-
wards the benefits of the victorious countries.

The geographies of East Europe and Bal-
kans were left to the sphere of influence of
Soviet Russia and Cold War period, which
would continue until the collapse of the So-
viet Union, started. In this period, the world
transformed into a bipolar arena in which U.S.
was leading on one side and Soviet Union on
the other side. During this period which con-
tinued almost half a century, world countries
were pushed either to be with the former or
the latter one, and thus, the world politics and
public opinion were shaped accordingly.

During the Cold War period, the U.S. sup-
ported Furopean countries having a major
economic crisis after the Second World War
with projects like Marshall Plan (1947) and
pioneered the establishment of NATO (1949).
On the other hand, Soviet Union ensured the
establishment of COMECON (1949) antici-
pating solidarity among communist countries
and Warsaw Treaty Organization (1955).

After the acceding of communist regime in
China, relations with this country became
better and Soviet Union started to expand
its sphere of influence in Asia. As one of the
results of this situation, Korean War (1950-
1953) caused the death of millions of innocent
people.




lar1 bizzat Kruscev tarafindan elegtirilerek bir
“de-Stalinizasyon” streci baglatilmigtir. Boy-
lece Stalin déneminde zorunlu siirgiine mu-
hatap olan halklarin énemli bir bolimii eski
vatanlarina dénme imkan: bulmustur.

1961 yilinda Berlin Duvar’nin 6riilmesi ve
ardindan 1962 yilinda ABD’nin Tirkiye’ye,
Sovyetler Birligi’nin de Kiiba’ya niikleer bas-
likli fiize yerlegtirmesi ile baglayan Kiiba Kri-
zU'nin patlak vermesi gibi gelismeler Soguk
Savag’ derinlestirici bir etki yaratmigtir.

Afganistan’da 1978 yilinda gerceklesen komii-
nist darbenin ardindan patlak veren i¢savasin
dogurdugu ortamda bu tilkeyi isgal eden Sov-
yetler Birligi, yaklagik 10 yil siiren savagi, Bati
kanadinin da destek vermesi ile agir yenilgiler
alarak kaybetmistir. Ancak bu iggal Afganistan
icin telafisi miimkiin olmayan ac1 sonuglar do-
gurmus, ylizbinlerce insanin 6liimiine milyon-
larca insanin yaralanmasina ya da sakat kalma-
sina ve tilkenin derin bir kaosa siiritklenmesine
yol acmustir.

1985 yilinda yonetime gelen Mikhail Gor-
bacov’un sistemi ayakta tutmaya calisan
“agiklik” (glasnost) ve “yeniden yapilanma”
(perestroika) hamleleri Sovyetler Birligi’nin
dagilmasini 6nleyememis ve 1991 yili sonunda
Sovyetler Birligi rejimi son bulmustur.

Sovyetler Birligi'nin

Dagilmasindan Bugine

Sovyetler Birligi'nin dagilmasinin ardindan
Rusya, 6nce 90’li yillarda derin bir ekonomik
bunalim igerisine girmis, ardindan 2000’1i yil-
larda Vladimir Putin yonetiminde belirli bir
toparlanma saglanmustir. Birligin dagilmas:
ile birlikte eski SSCB sinirlari igerisinde kalan
mevcut devletlerdeki kazanimlarini kaybet-
mek istemeyen Rusya, temel politikalarini da
bu diistince tizerinden belirlemistir. Bu nok-

Nikita Kruschev, who became the head of the
state after Stalin, criticized the policies of Stalin
and started a process called “de-Stalinization”.
Thus, a significant amount of people who were
exiled during the period of Stalin could get the
chance of returning their home.

Developments like outbreak of Cuban crisis
which started with construction of Berlin Wall
in 1961, and instalment of nuclear warhead
missile by the U.S. in Turkey and by Soviet
Union in Cuba created an effect that deepened
the Cold War.

Soviet Union occupied Afghanistan in an
environment of civil war that broke out after
communist coup in 1978. The same Sovi-
et Union lost ten years long war with heavy
losses because West wing gave support against
them. However, this occupation caused non-
recoverable painful results for Afghanistan,
death of hundreds of thousands of people and
that millions of people got wounded or became
disabled, and the country was dragged along a
deep chaos.

Moves called “openness” (glasnost) and “re-
construction” (perestroika) of Mikhail Gor-
bachev, who came to power in 1985, that tried
to sustain the system could not prevent disso-
lution of Soviet Union and regime of Soviet
Union ended at the end of 1991.

From Dissolution of
Soviet Union Till Today

After dissolution of Soviet Union, Russia first
went into a deep economic depression in 1990s
and then managed to have a certain recovery
under the leadership of Vladimir Putin. Rus-
sia, which did not want to loose its gains in ex-
isting countries that were ex-USSR members,
determined its basic policies on this idea. At
this point, the fact that ex-Soviet countries were
largely depending on Russia in social, politi-
cal and especially economic aspects strength-




tada, eski Sovyet devletlerinin sosyal, siyasi
ve Ozellikle ekonomik agidan biiyiik oranda
Rusya’ya bagimli olmasi, Rusya’nin elini giic-
lendirmistir. Sovyet déneminde sz konusu
tilkelerin ticari iligkilerinin tamamina yakini-
nin diger Sovyet tilkeleri ile gergeklestirilmig
olmasi, bu devletlerin yeni dénemde disa agili-
minda sorunlara yol agmigtir. Rusya da bu so-
runlardan istifade etme yoluna giderek bolge
tilkeleri tizerinde tekel olma 6zelligini stirdiir-
mek istemektedir.

Ekonomik iliskilerde en kritik hususu hi¢ kug-
kusuz enerji sahasi teskil etmektedir. Ortado-
gu petrollerinin ardindan diinyanin ikinci bii-
yik petrol havzas: olan Hazar bolgesi, Rusya
icin olmazsa olmaz kabul edilmekte ve basta
ABD olmak iizere, Cin, AB devletleri, Iran ve
kismen Tiirkiye ile Hazar bolgesindeki petrol
ve dogalgaz rezervlerini kontrol altina alma
noktasinda biiyiik bir miicadele verilmektedir.
Bu bélgede enerjiye ev sahipligi yapan baglica
tilkeler Azerbaycan, Kazakistan ve Tiirkme-
nistan’dir. Ancak bu tilkeler enerji rezervlerini
isleme ve ihra¢ etme noktasinda gerekli altyap:
ve tagima imkanlarina sahip olmadiklari i¢in
kiiresel aktorlerin bolge tizerindeki politikalar:
daha da belirleyici olmaktadir. Hazar bolgesi
petrolleri sadece bir enerji havzas: olarak de-
gil, savaslar, iggaller ve siyasi istikrarsizliklarla
bogusan Ortadogu’ya kargi bir denge unsuru
olmast bakimindan da buytk 6nem tagimakta-
dir. Rusya sézkonusu tilkelerde yasanan siyasi
stireglere ve i¢ sorunlara miidahil olarak ken-
disi icin avantaj olugturmaya caligmaktadir.
Bu kapsamda son yillarda Karabag sorununda
Azerbaycan’in, Abhazya ve Giiney Osetya so-
runlarinda Giircistan’in kargisinda yer almig-
tir. Yine 90’1 yillarda bir soykirim hareketine
dontigen Cegenistan iggalinin temel sebeple-
rinden biri de, Orta Asya petrollerinin en ucuz
yoldan Karadeniz’e taginabilmesini saglamak
olmustur.

ened Russia’s hand. Since the aforementioned
countries had almost all their trade relations
with other Soviet countries caused problems in
terms of foreign expansion in this new period.
Russia wants to maintain its feature of having
monopoly over countries in the region via tak-
ing advantage of these problems.

The most critical issue in economic relations
is undoubtedly the field of energy. Khazar
region, which is the second biggest petro-
leum basin in the world following the Middle
Fast, is accepted as an essential element for
Russia and there is a big struggle with espe-
cially U.S.) then China, European countries,
Iran and partially Turkey in taking control
of petroleum and natural gas reserves in the
region. The leading countries hosting energy
in the region are Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and
Turkmenistan. However, since these coun-
tries do not have the necessary infrastructure
and transportation means in relation to process
and export these energy reserves, policies of
global actors on the region become even more
distinctive. Petroleum of the region of Khazar
is not only important as an energy basin, but
it also has a great importance with regards to
be an equilibrant against the Middle Fast that
struggles with wars, occupations and political
instabilities. Russia tries to gain advantage via
becoming involved in political processes and
domestic problems of the countries. In this
context, Russia situated itself against Azerbai-
jan regarding the problem of Karabakh, and
against Georgia regarding the problems of
Abkhazia and South Ossetia in recent years.
Again, one of the main reasons of the occupa-
tion of Chechnya that turned into a genocide
activity in 90s was providing cheap transporta-
tion of petroleum of the Middle East to Black
Sea.

Russia carried out another off-limits military
and political intervention in Georgia in Au-
gust 2008. This short period intervention took




Rusyanin sinirlart disindaki bir diger askerd ve
siyasi midahaleyi de, Agustos 2008’de Giir-
cistan’a gerceklestirmistir. Giircistan sinirlart
icerisinde bulunan 6zerk yonetimler Abhazya
ve Giiney Osetya lizerinden cereyan eden bu
kisa stireli miidahale ile Rusya, hem 11 Eylil
sonrasinda bolgeye yeniden yerlesme gayretin-
deki ABD’ye bir mesaj vermis, hem de bolge
tzerindeki hakimiyetini daha da giiclendir-
mistir.

Rusya 2014 yilinda bu kez Ukrayna sinirlan
icerisinde yer alan Kirim Ozerk Cumbhuriye-
t’'ne miidahale etmis ve gerceklestirdigi as-
keri operasyonla Kirim’t kendi topraklarina
kattigini ilan etmigtir. 2014 yilinda Ukrayna
agisindan son derece calkantili bir yil olarak
baglamig, ABD ve Avrupa devletleri tarafin-
dan desteklenen toplumsal olaylar giderek ¢i-
girindan ¢ikmig ve siire¢ hiitkiimetin diigmesi
ile sonuclanmistir. Ukrayna ve 6zellikle Kirim
Ozerk Cumbhuriyeti’ni kontrolii altinda tut-
mak isteyen Rusya ise kargt bir hamle olarak
Kirim’a muidahale etmis ve Bat'nin Ukray-
na’daki hamlesine Kirim’la cevap vermistir.
Carlik dénemi ve Sovyetler Birligi dénemle-
rinde uyguladigi zorunlu gog¢ politikalariyla
bolgenin asli unsuru olan Tatarlari Kirim’da
azinlik konumuna diigiiren Rusya, bu miida-
haleyi gergeklestirirken de, Kirim’da bulunan
Ruslar1 gerekge gostermigtir. Nitekim bugiin
Kirim’da 2.5 milyon civarindaki niifusun yak-
lasik %60°1n1 Ruslar, %25’in1 Ukraynalilar ve
%12’sini ise Kirim Tatarlar olugturmaktadir.
Rusya Kirim’daki bu demografik tablodan da
destek alarak Ukrayna’da yasanan kaos son-
rasinda Kirim’a miidahale etmig, 23 Subat-19
Mart tarihleri arasinda gergeklestirilen askerd
operasyonla Batili kiiresel aktorlere Kirim’dan
vazgecmeyecegini agikga gostermis ve niha-
yet Kirim Parlamentosu da Kirim’in Rusya’ya
baglanmas: noktasinda kapali oturumda karar

place on the basis of the self government of
Abkhazia and South Ossetia and via this in-
tervention, Russia both gave a message to the
U.S. that was trying to resettle in the region
after September 11 and also strengthened its
dominance over the region.

Russia lastly intervened in the Autonomous
Republic of Crimea locating in Ukraine in
2014. With this military operation, it an-
nounced that it included Crimea into its bor-
ders. 2014 started as a profoundly turbulent
year for Ukraine because social events sup-
ported by the U.S. and European countries
gradually got out of hand and the process end-
ed up with fall of the government. Russia on
the other hand, which wants to keep Ukraine
and the Autonomous Republic of Crimea un-
der control, intervened in Crimea as a count-
er move and thus it responded the move of
the West in Ukraine with Crimea. Russia,
which caused Tatars in Crimea to become
minority via its mandatory migration policies
implemented during the period of Tsardom
and Soviet Union, showed also Russians in
Crimea as reason for the intervention. In fact,
today, 60% of nearly 2.5 million population
in Crimea are Russians while Ukrainians are
composing 25% and Crimean Tatars are 12%.
Russia intervened in Crimea after the chaos
in Ukraine by also getting support from this
demographical picture in Crimea. It explicitly
showed via military operation between 23 Feb-
ruary-19 March to Western global actors that
it would not give up on Crimea and finally, the
Parliament of Crimea decided in annexation
to Russia during a closed session. Through
the referendum held on 16 March 2014, an-
nexation to Russia was accepted. President of
Russia, Vladimir Putin, appended the signa-
ture approving the annexation of Crimea on 17
April 2014 and then Crimea officially annexed
to Russia. However, this annexation was not
recognized internationally except few coun-




almigtir. 16 Mart 2014 tarihinde gerceklesti-
rilen referandumda Rusya’ya baglanma kabul
edilmigtir. 17 Nisan 2014 tarihinde Rusya
devlet bagkani Vladimir Putin Rusya’nin Ki-
rim’1 ilhakini onaylayan imzay: atmig ve Kirim
resmen Rusya’ya katilmistir. Ancak bu ilhak
birkag devlet disinda uluslararas: alanda kabul
gbérmemistir. Yasanan bu siirecte bir tarafta
Ukrayna’da 2004 yilinda gerceklesen Kadife
Devrim’e destek veren ABD ve kita Avrupast,
diger tarafta Rusya amansiz bir iktidar mu-
cadelesi verirken, arada kalan ve kiiresel gii¢
odaklarinin cikar savaglarina malzeme olan ve
en ¢ok zarar goren Kirim Tatarlar olmaktadir.

Suriye I¢savasi’nda Rusya’nin RolU

Arap Bahari stirecinde Suriye’de baglayan kaos
ve igsavas, bugiine kadar yaklagik 400 bin ki-
sinin yasamini yitirmesine, milyonlarca insa-
nin miilteci konumuna diigmesine ve tlkenin
pargalanmasina yol agmustir. 2011 yilindan bu
yana devam etmekte olan siirecte, Fsed rejimi-
nin en biytik destekgisi Rusya olmustur. Su-
riye’de yasananlar kargisinda net bir bigimde
taraf olan Rusya, siyasi, ekonomik ve jeopolitik
¢tkarlan sebebiyle, Sovyetler Birligi donemin-
de Ortadogu’daki en biiyiik mittefiki olan
Suriye rejiminin yaninda yer almistir. Boylece
Rusya, Esed yonetiminin diger destekcileri
Iran ve Cin ile birlikte, Suriye’deki igsavasta
ylzbinlerce insanin yagamini yitirmesinin de
ana misebbiplerinden biri olmaktadr.

Soguk Savag sonrast donemde hem Balkanlar
ve Ortadogu cografyalarinda etkinligini kay-
beden, hem de uluslararas: siyasetteki kiiresel
aktor rolu zarar goren Rusya, son yillarda gi-
ristigi hamlelerle bu kayiplarini telafi etmeye
ve kiiresel siyasette yeniden belirleyici bir ko-
num almaya cahismaktadir. Taha Ozhan bu
konuda sunlari soylemektedir:

tries. During this period, while the U.S. and
continental Europe supporting Velvet Revo-
lution occurred in Ukraine in 2014 and Rus-
sia put up a pitiless power struggle, Crimean
Tatars are the ones which become objects of
the war of interest among global powers and
thus mixed up in their affairs, and damaged
the most.

Russia’s Role in Civil War of Syria

Chaos and civil war that started during the
process of the Arab Spring caused death of
around 400 thousand people, and that millions
of people became refugees and the country did
split. During the process that has been con-
tinuing since 2011, Russia became the biggest
supporter of regime of Assad. Russia became
a clear side in the face of the happenings in
Syria, and took side with the regime which was
the biggest ally of Soviet Union in the Middle
East. Such a decision was because of political,
economic and geo-politic interests of Russia.
Thus, Russia also became one of the respon-
sibles together with Iran and China —which
are the other supporters of Assad regime- that
hundreds of thousands of people died in civil
war in Syria.

Russia lost its influence in Balkans and the
Middle East geographies, and also its global
actor role was damaged after the Cold War.
Thus, Russia tries to compensate these losses
and take a determiner potision again in global
politics via moves undertaken in recent years.
Taha Ozhan says the followings in that regard:
“The importance of Syrian issue from the point
of Russia is not directly related to what has been
happening in Syria or wave created by Arab riots
in the region. Russia thinks that it fights for pow-
er with West over Syria in relatively costless way.
Russia establishes its geopolitical considerations
on the assumption that its “importance” has




“Rusya agisindan Suriye meselesinin onemi Suri-

ye'de yasananlar ya da Arap isyanlarimin bolgede
olusturdugu dalga ile birinci dereceden alakall
degil. Rusya, Suriye tizerinden olduk¢a maliyet-
siz bir sekilde, Batu ile bir vekalet savagi verdigini
disiintiyor. Rusya, Suriye itizerinden “éneminin”
fark edildigini, dolayisiyla da biitiin jeopolitik he-
saplarini bu “onemin” daha fazla muhkem hale
getirmesi iizerine kurmuyg durumda.”

Rusya bu politika kapsaminda énce 2008’de
Gurcistan’a, ardindan 2014 yilinda Ukrayna
ve Kirim’a karg1 girigtigi asker operasyonlarla
kat1 bir politika izlemis, son olarak da i¢savasin
bagindan bu yana agik destek verdigi Esed re-
jiminin devami igin Suriye’de hava operasyon-
lar1 diizenlemeye baglamigtir. 2015 yili Ekim
ayindan bu yana gergeklestirilen operasyonlar-
da, her ne kadar silahli unsurlarin hedef alin-
dig1 sdylense de binlerce sivil Suriyeli yasamini
yitirmistir. Saldirilarin 2015 yih Eylil ay1 so-
nunda gergeklestirilen BM Zirvesinin hemen
akabinde baglatilmig olmasi da ayrica diigiin-
durtcidiir.

Rusya’nin Suriye politikasindaki ana faktor-
lerden biri, Karadeniz’de kaybettigi etkinligi
yeniden kazanmak ve Akdeniz’de s6z sahibi
olabilmektir. Nitekim Bulgaristan ve Roman-
ya’nin NATQO’ya dahil olmast ve Sovyetler
Birligi sonrasinda Ukrayna ve Gircistan’in
bagimsiz iki devlet haline gelmesi ile birlikte
Rusya’nin Karadeniz’deki etkinligi zarar gor-
migtiir. Abdiilcelil Merhun, Rusya’nin Su-
riye’de izledigi politikayr Karadeniz’de niifuz
kaybu ile iligkilendirerek sunlari séylemektedir:
“Ozetle Karadeniz, Rusya'mn konumunun ve
tarihsel roliiniin zarar gordiigii bir NATO niifuz
bolgesine doniistii. Mevcut Rus politikasmni, Rus-
ya'min Akdeniz bolgesindeki konumunu giiclen-
direcek hamleler yapmaya sevk eden etkenlerden
biri de buydu.”

been realized over Syria and thus this “importance”
should be made more rigid.”

In the framework of this politics, Russia followed
a harsh politics via military operations performed
in Georgia in 2008, and in Ukraine and Crimea
in 2014. Lastly, it started to perform air opera-
tions in Syria in order for the continuation of As-
sad regime to whom it was giving open support
since the beginning of the civil war. During the
operations performed since October 2015, thou-
sands of Syrian civilians died even though it has
been argeud that armed elements are targeted.
It is farther thought-provoking that operations
started just after the UN Summit organized at
the end of September 2015.

One of the main factors in Syrian politics of Rus-
sia is to regain the lost influence in the Black Sea
and to be able to have a voice in the Mediter-
ranean Sea. In fact, influence of Russia in the
Black Sea was damaged by inclusion of Bulgaria
and Romania into NATO, and independence of
Ukraine and Georgia. By associating Russia’s
politics in Syria with its loss of influence in the
Black Sea, Abdulcelil Merhun says the follow-
ings:

“In summary, the Black Sea became a zone of influ-
ence of NATO in which Russia’s position and his-
torical role have been damaged. That was also one
of the main factors that prompted Russia’s current
politics to make maves strengthening the position of
Russia in the Mediterranean Sea.”

On the other hand, Tartus Military Base in Syr-
ia —which is the solely military base of Russia in
the Mediterranean Sea- is of vital importance.
It 1s known that Russia, which considers its ex-
istence in the Mediterranean Sea dependent on
the continuation of Assad regime in Syria, gives
military support to Assad regime through Tartus
Port since the beginning of civil war. In the scope
of this support, heavy weaponry, warplanes, intel-
ligence and ammunition support are mentioned.
In fact, spokesman of Russian Foreign Minis-
try, Maria Zakharova, said during her statement




Ote yandan Rusya’nin Akdeniz’deki tek askeri
tissti konumunda bulunan Suriye’deki Tartus
Askerd Ussii, bu anlamda hayati énem tagi-
maktadir. Akdeniz’deki varliginin Suriye’deki
Esed rejiminin devamina bagh oldugunu du-
sinen Rusya’nin, igsavagin bagindan bu yana
Esed rejimine Tartus Limam kanaliyla askeri
destek sagladigi bilinmektedir. Bu destegin
kapsaminda asker, agir silahlar, savag ugaklar,
istthbarat ve mithimmat destekleri zikredil-
mektedir. Nitekim Rusya Disigleri Bakanli-
gr'nin sozciisi Maria Zakharova da, 6 Eylil
2015 Pazartesi giinti yaptig1 agiklamada, Su-
riye rejimine ‘terorle miicadele kapsaminda’
silah sagladiklarini hi¢bir zaman saklamadik-
larin1 soylemigtir.

Rusya’nin  Suriye politikasinda  ekonomik
gerekceler de 6nemli yer tutmaktadir. Basta
ABD olmak tzere, kiiresel aktorlerle biyiik
bir enerji savag: stirdiiren Rusya, Suriye ve do-
layisiyla Akdeniz’deki etkinligini stirdiirme-
sinin kendisine bu alanda énemli bir avantaj
saglayacagini hesap etmektedir. Katar’in Kor-
fez bolgesini Avrupa’ya baglamayi hedefleyen
boru hatti projesi ile gaz ticaretindeki tekelinin
kirilacagini 6ngoren Rusya, Suriye ve Tirkiye
tizerinden ge¢mesi planlanan bu projeyi hos
kargilamamaktadir. Diger taraftan Suriye’nin
enerji ve askerl alandaki ticaretinde biiyiik
oranda Rusya’ya bagimli olmasi da Rusya agi-
sindan 6nemli bir kriterdir.

Enerji politikalari kapsaminda, Suriye’de mev-
cut oldugu iddia edilen dogalgaz rezervleri de
Rusya agisindan biiyitkk 6nem tagimaktadir.
Mehmet Mercan, bu iddialardan hareketle su
tesbitlerde bulunmaktadir:

“Suriye’nin gaz gecis glizergahlarindan biri olma
potansiyelinin yanisira zengin gaz yataklarina da
sahip oldugu one siiriiliiyor. Son yillarda yapilan
kesiflerde Akdeniz'den Humus'a kadar yayilan
bolgede Katar'dakinden fazla rezerve sahip gaz
yataklarimin bulundugu iddia ediliyor.

on 6th of September, Monday, 2015 that they
never hid that they provided weponry for Syr-
ian regime ‘in the scope of fight against ter-
rorism.’

Economic reasons also take important place
in Syrian politics of Russia. Russia, which
continues an energy war with global actors
and particularly the U.S., estimates that its
influence in the Mediterranean Sea would
provide an important advantage for itself in
that regard. Russia predicts that its monopoly
over gas trade would be broken because of the
pipeline project planning to connect Qatar’s
Gulf region to Europe. Thus, it does not hold
with this project planned to pass over Syria and
Turkey. On the other hand, the fact that Syria
is substantially dependent on Russia in terms
of energy and military trade is another import-
ant criteria from the perspective of Russia.

In the scope of energy politics, natural gas
reserves assumed to be in Syria are also very
important for Russia. Mehmet Mercan makes
the following observations based on these as-
sertions:

“It is asserted that besides the potential of being
one of the routes of gas switch, Syria has rich gas
deposits. According to recent explorations, it is
claimed that there are gas deposits more than
Qatar’s one in the region spread from the Med-
iterranean Sea till Homs.

Withdrawal of Russia from Syria which became
the stage for global battle between Russia and the
U.S. can start a process in which Russia can loose
this battle. If Russia withdraws from Syria (or the
government that it supports is overthrown) Rus-
sia would loose its military existence in Syria and
thus in the Mediterranean Sea, loose its chance of
having a voice in the field of gas which is the big-
gest weapon in global economic war. Moreover,
because that Iran would loose a very important
stronghold, Russia would also loose an important
instrument.”




Rusya’nin ABD ile yasadigi kiiresel miicadele-
nin sahnesi haline gelen Suriye'den cekilmesi;
sonucunda bu miicadeleyi kaybedecegi bir siireci
baglatabilir. Eger Rusya Suriye'den ¢ekilirse (va
da destekledigi yonetim devrilirse) Suriye deki ve
dolayisyla Akdeniz'deki askeri varligint kaybe-
decek, kiiresel ekonomik savagta en biiyiik silaht
olan gaz alaminda soz sahibi olma vasfim yitire-
cek, Iran’m da ¢cok onemli bir kaleyi kaybetmesi
ile birlikte onemli bir enstiirmanint yitirmig ola-
cak.”

Ote yandan ekonomisi biiyiik oranda petrol ve
dogalgaza bagimli olan Rusya’nin, ¢atigmaya
dayali Suriye politikasinda petrol fiyatlarini
yiikseltme gayreti de 6nemli rol oynamaktadir.
Nitekim Rusya, 2008 yilinda Giircistan’a kargt
kullandigy askerd giiciin petrol fiyatlarini yuka-
riya ¢ekebilecek bir etki yarattigini daha 6nce
gormiigtiir. Ancak Ukrayna krizinin ardindan,
2014’tn son ¢eyreginde 80, 2015 Ocak ayinda
45,2015 Aralik ay1 itibariyle de 36 Dolar’a ka-
dar gerilemigtir.

Rusya, siyasi, ekonomik ve jeopolitik kaygilar-
la siirdiirdigii bu operasyonlar sirasinda stk
sik Tirkiye’nin hava sahasini ihlal etmekte ve
bagta Bayirbucak Tirkmenleri olmak tzere
Suriyeli sivilleri hedef almaktadir. Nitekim 24
Kasim 2015 tarihinde, Rus SU-24 savas ugagi
angajman kurallar geregince Tturkiye tarafin-
dan digtirilmustir. Ancak Rusya bu gelisme-
de Tirkiye’nin suclu oldugunu ileri siirerek
Tturkiye’den 6ziir beklemis ve pek ¢ok alanda
yurtrlige konacak birtakim yaptirim kararlart
almugtir.

Suriye’deki icsavasin basindan bu yana, Bir-
lesmis Milletler Guvenlik Konseyi’ndeki veto
hakkini kullanarak, Esed rejimi aleyhine alin-
mast muhtemel bir yaptirnm kararini imkan-
siz kilan Rusya, bu tavriyla diinya siyasetin-
de belirleyici aktér olma konumuna yeniden
erigmeyi, kendisi dahil olmadan uluslararas:
sorunlarin  ¢6zimiiniin imkansiz oldugunu

On the other hand, the attempt of Russia —
which is substantially dependent on oil and
natural gas- to increase oil prices takes an im-
portant role in Russia’s aggressive politics in
Syria. In facr, Russia saw that its military pow-
er used in Georgia in 2008 created an effect
that could increase oil prices. However, after
the crisis in Ukraine, oil prices decreased to
80 at the last quarter of 2014; to 45 in January
2015; and to 36 dollars as of december 2015.

During the operations that Russia has been
continuing with political, economic geopoliti-
cal concerns, it violates Turkey’s airspace often
and targets Syrian civilians, especially Bayir-
bucak Turkmens. Indeed, on 24th of Novem-
ber 2015, a Russian SU-24 warcraft was made
crash by Turkey according to engagement
rules. However, Russia argued that Turkey
was guilty in this incident and expected apolo-
gy from Turkey. Furthermore, it made num-
ber of decisions of sanctions in many areas.

Russia has been precluding a possible sanction
decision against Assad regime via using its veto
right in the Security Council of the UN since
the beginning of civil war in Syria. With such
an attitude, Russia aims to regain its position
of being a decisive actor in world politics and
also to prove that it is impossible to solve inter-
national problems without its inclusion. Russia
sees the situation in Syria as a big opportuni-
ty in order to regain an influential position in
world politics. Beeause of that, it continues to
support Assad regime at the cost of life of hun-
dreds of thousands of Syrians.
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kanitlamay1 hedeflemektedir. Suriye’deki sii-
reci dinya siyasetinde yeniden etkin bir ko-

num alabilmek adina biiyiik bir firsat olarak

goren Rusya, yiizbinlerce Suriyelinin yasamini

yitirmesi pahasina Esed rejimine destek ver-

meye devam etmektedir.
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Surgiinu

Deportation
of Crimea

Tarihsel Sureg icerisinde Kirnm

Kirim, bat1 ve giineyden Karadeniz, dogu ve
kuzeyden Azak Denizi ile ¢evrili, 26.140 km?
genigliginde bir yarimadadir. 1774’te Rusya
ile Osmanl Devleti arasinda imzalanan Kii-
¢iik Kaynarca Antlasmas’’ndan sonra 1783’te
tamamen Rusya’nin hékimiyeti altina giren
Kirim, 1917°deki Bolsevik Devrimi'ne kadar
Garlik Rusyast’nin hakimiyeti altinda kalmig-
tir. Bu tarihten sonra 6zellikle I. ve II. Diinya
Savagt esnasinda Kirim, Almanya’nin gecici
hakimiyeti altina girmisse de, savas sonrasin-
da Ruslar, Kirim’1 yeniden kontrolleri altina
almaglardir.

Crimea Within Historical Process

Crimea is a 26.140 km2 wide peninsula sur-
rounded by Black Sea from west and south,
Sea of Azov from north. Crimea came com-
pletely under the rule of Russia in 1783 after
the Treaty of Kucuk Kaynarca signed be-
tween Russia and Ottoman Empire in 1774.
It stayed under the rule of Tsarist Russia
until the October Revolution in 1917. After
this date, though it came under temporary
rule of Germany during the First and Second
World War, Russians took again the control
of Crimea.




Carlik Doneminde Rusya’nin
Kirim Politikasi

‘Sicak sulara inme’ planlart gercevesinde Ki-
rim’a ozel bir 6nem atfeden Rusya, Carlik do-
neminde Kirim’1 bir Rus bélgesi haline doniis-
tiirmek icin yogun caba sarf etmigtir. Oncelikle
bélgede yiizyillardir var olan Tiirk-Islam kiil-
tirtintin etkilerini silmeye caligan Ruslar, bu
amacla yer isimlerini Yunanca kékenli isim-
lerle degistirmis ve boylece Kirim’in aslinda
Tirklere degil, milat 6ncesi donemlerde Ki-
rim’da bulunan Antik Yunan yerlesimcilere ait
oldugunu iddia etmiglerdir. Kurulan yeni ida-
re bicimiyle de, Kirim’t Rusya’nin bir pargas
haline dontigtiirmek ve Kirim’da tam bir Rus-
Slav hakimiyetini tesis etmek amaglanmugtir.
Gormek istedigi Kirim icin gerekli idard yapi-
lanmay1 tesis eden Carlik rejimi, daha sonra
Kinnm’daki demografik yapiyr dontistiirmek
icin Rusya’nin diger bolgelerinden Rus ve Slav
kokenli yerlesimciler getirerek, Miisliman
Tirk niifusu 6nce azinlik durumuna diisiir-
meyi, ardindan tamamen Kirim’dan ayrilmaya
mecbur birakmay: planlamistir. Bu politikalar
sonucunda gerceklesen, Kirim Tatarlarinin
Osmanli topraklarina toplu gogleriyle ilgili
olarak Prof. Dr. Hakan Kirimli sunlari soy-
lemektedir:

“Kinnm Tatarlart igin ¢ok daha biiyiik bir prob-
lem ise iilkeye yogun bir sekilde Slav ve diger
gayrimiislim unsurlarin iskant ve Kirim Tatar
koyliilerinin  topraklarinin ellerinden almma-
sydi. Gerek bu niifus nakli ve ekonomik stkin-
tilar gerekse yabanct bir toplumun baskisimdan
kaynaklanan dini, idari ve psikolojik sikintilar,
Kinim Tatarlar’nin kitleler halinde iilkelerini
terkederek Osmanlt Devietine go¢ etmelerine
yol acti. Kirnm'in Rusya tarafindan ilhakindan
baslayarak 150 yil boyunca kesintisiz devam
eden bu gogler ozellikle XIX. yiizylda zirveye

Politics of Russia Regarding Crimea
During Tsarist Period

Russia, which attached a special importance to
Crimea within the scope of its plans of ‘acces-
sion to the warm sea ports’, made an intense
effort in order to transform Crimea into a Rus-
sian region during Tsarist period. Russia first
tried to remove the traces of Turkish-Islamic
culture which had been existing in the region
for centuries. For this purpose, it changed the
names of places with originally Greek names
and thus asserted that Crimea was actually not
belonging to Turks but Ancient Greece settlers
who were living in Crimea before common era.
With newly established administration format,
it was aimed to transform Crimea into a part
of Russia and establish a full Russian-Slavic
dominance there.

Tsarist regime, which established the neces-
sary administrative structuring that it wanted
to see, later on brought Russian and Slavic
settlers from other regions of Russia in order
to transform the demographic structure in
Crimea. By this, Russia planned to turn Turk-
ish population first into a minority and then
force them to leave the country. In result of
these policies, Crimean Tatars migrated en
masse to Ottoman lands. Prof. Dr. Hakan
Kirimli says the followings in that regard:
“Even a bigger problem for Crimean Tatars
was the intense settlement of Slavic and other
non-Muslim people in the country and divestiture
of the lands of Crimean Tatar peasants. This
population transfer and economic distresses on
one hand, and religious, administrative and psy-
chological distresses arising from the oppression
of strangers caused that Crimean Tatars left their
countries en masse and migrated to Ottoman
Empire. These migrations that started from the
annexation of Crimea by Russia and continuous-
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ulasti. XX. yiizyilda Kwrim'dan go¢ eden Kirum
Tatarlart’nin sayisi Kirim’da kalanlarin kat kat
tizerindeydi. Gogler her yil devam etmekle birlik-
te 1812, 1828-1829, 1860-1861, 1874, 1890 ve
1902 yillarinda biiyiik kitle gogleri vuku buldu.
Biiyiik go¢ dalgalarmm ¢ogunun Osmanli-Rus
savaslarinin  hemen sonrasinda gerceklesmesi
tesadiifi degildi. Her Rus-Osmanli savast patlak
verdiginde Osmanlilar’a yardun edecekleri ve
Ruslar’t arkadan vuracaklari gerekgesiyle Kirim
Tatarlart biiyiik baskilar altma almmaktaydi.
Bilhassa 22 Haziran 1853 te baglayan ve Kirim
harbi olarak tarihe gecen Osmanli-Rus savasi si-
rasinda Rus idarecileri Kirum Tatarlart’na karst
cok sert tedbirler aldi. Savas esnasinda Kirim Ta-
tarlart’min Kirim'dan siiriilmesi bile diisiiniildii.
Rusya, 1856'da imzalanan Paris Antlasmasi’nin
ardindan Kirvm Tatarlart’na daha biiyrik idari ve
iktisadi baskilar uygulamaya basladi. Topraklar
ellerinden alinan ve Slav toprak sahiplerinin insa-
fina terkedilen Kirim Tatar koyliilerinin durumu
dayamilmaz hale gelince 1860'ta biiyiik bir go¢
bagladr. 200.000°e yakin Kirvmlt maln miilkii-
nii birakarak Osmanlt Devleti’'ne go¢ etmek zo-
runda kaldi. Bu olaydan sonra Kinm Tatarlar
Kirnm'da niifus olarak azinlik durumuna diistii.
Kirim Tatarlart’min Kirum'dan ayrilmasit hemen
her seferinde Rus idarecileri tarafindan olumlu
bir gelisme olarak goriildii ve hatta tegvik edil-
di. Kinm'dan go¢ eden Kirim Tatarlari’nin tam
sayisini tesbit etmek miimkiin degilse de en az
1.800.000 Kirim Tatari’'nmin Osmanlt Devleti’nin
Rumeli ve Anadolu’daki topraklarma goctiigii
tahmin edilmektedir.”

Boylece Carlik yonetimi boyunca yer isimleri
degistirilmis, topraklari ellerinden alinarak
Rusya’nin farkli cografyalarindan getirilen
Rus-Slav yerlesimcilere verilmis, medreseleri
kapatilarak egitim haklari ellerinden alinmus,
dini egitimde kullanilan metotlar degistirilerek
en ilkel egitim metotlar1 zorla benimsetilmis,

ly continued for 150 years reached a peak espe-
cially in the 19th century. In the 20th century, the
amount of Crimean Tatars who migrated from
Crimea was many times more than the ones who
stayed. Though migrations continued every year,
there were mass migrations especially in 1812,
1828-1829, 1860-1861, 1874 and 1902. It was
not accidental that most of the big migration
weaves occurred right after the wars between Ot-
tomans and Russia. Every time that a war started
between them, Crimean Tatars were suppressed
on the grounds that they would help Ottomans
and let Russians down. Especially during the war
started on 22 June 1853 (called Crimean war),
Russian authorities took very harsh measures
against Crimean Tatars. It was even thought to
deport them from Crimea. After the Treaty of
Paris signed in 1856, Russia started to put bigger
administrative and economic pressures on them.
When the situation of Crimean Tatar peasants
whose lands were taken and who were left to mer-
¢y of Slavic land owners, a big migration started
in 1860. Around 200 thousand Crimean people
needed to migrate to Ottoman Empire without
taking their properties. After this event, Crimean
Tatars became minority in Crimea. Departure of
them from Crimea was mostly seen as a positive
thing by Russian authorities and even it was pro-
moted. Even though it is not possible to determine
the exact number of the Crimean Tatars who mi-
grated from Crimea, it is estimated that at least
1.8 million Crimean Tatars migrated to the lands
of Ottoman Empire in Rumelia and Anatolia.”

Thereby, names of the places were changed
during Tsarist regime; the lands of Tatars were
taken from their hands and given instead to
Russian-Slavic settlers coming from different
geographies of Russia; madrasas were closed
and thus the right of education was taken from
them; methods used in religious education




vakif arazilerine elkonularak sosyal hizmetler
rafa kaldirilmig, Tirkge yasaklanmug, cami,
kiitiiphane gibi dinf ve kiiltiirel yapilar yikti-
rilarak inang hiirriyeti yok edilmis, toplumun
gelenek-goreneklerini uygulamas: engellen-
mis, esnaf ve sanatkarlar siirdiiriilen ekonomik
politikalar neticesinde zor durumda birakilmig,
kisacast bir millet yok edilmeye caligilmigtir.

Sovyet Rusya’nin Surgin Politikasi ile
Vatanlarindan Kopartilan Milyonlar

Stalin yonetimindeki Rusya, 6zellikle 2. Diinya
Savagt sirasinda ve sonrasinda gerceklestirdigi
stirgtinlerle, milyonlarca insani vatanlarindan
ederken, ytizbinlerce insanin da hayatini kay-
betmesine yol agmistir. Bu zincirin en énemli
halkalarindan biri de 18 Mayis 1944’te Sovyet
Rusya’nin cesitli bolgelerine dagitilarak vatan-
larindan kopartilan 200 binden fazla Kirim
Tatarinin ve Kirim’da yagayan diger bazi un-
surlarin strgiin edildigi hazin olaydir.

Kendisi icin tehlike olarak gordigt halklar
boliip pargalayan, uzun vadeli hedeflerine ula-
sabilmek i¢in stratejik 6neme sahip bolgelerde
yasayan kendi vatandaglarinin hayatlarini hice
sayan Rusya, 6te yandan maden, sanayi, tarim
gibi alanlarda komiinist rejim icin calisacak
ylzbinlerce yeni isgiye ihtiyag duymaktaydi.
Boylece siirgiine tabi tuttugu toplumlarin ve-
rimli topraklarina, elkoyan Rusya, hem burala-
r1 Rusya’nin diger bolgelerinden getirdigi Rus
ve Slav irkindan yeni yerlesmecilerle doldur-
mus, hem de stirgiine tibi tuttugu milyonlarca
insan1 yeni fabrikalarda, tarim alanlarinda ve
maden ocaklarinda ¢aligmaya zorlamigtir.

Boylece Stalin déneminde gergeklestirilen siir-
giinler neticesinde vatanlarindan edilen insan
say1st yaklagik 3.5 milyondur. Bu rakamin bii-
yik ¢ogunlugunu Tiirk ve Misliiman kokenli
topluluklar olugturmaktadir. Bunun en énemli

were changed and the most primitive educa-
tion methods were adopted by force; lands
of foundations were appropriated and social
services were shelved; Turkish was banned;
religious and cultural constructions such as
mosques, libraries were demolished and free-
dom of belief was destroyed; it was prevented
that society would apply its traditions; artisans
and craftsmen were put in a tight spot in result
of economic policies. In short, a nation was
tried to be destroyed.

Millions Who Were Snatched From Their
Homelands Via Exile Policy of Soviet Russia

Russia under the leadership of Stalin snatched
millions of people from their homelands via
exiles that were especially put into practice
during the Second World War, and caused
the loss of life of hundreds of thousands of
people. One of the most important links of
this chain of events is the sorrowful event in
which more than 200 thousand Crimean Ta-
tars and some other groups in Crimea, who
were dispersed into different regions of Russia
and thus snatched from their homelands, were
exiled on 18 May 1944.

Russia, which split and disintegrated the so-
cieties seen as danger and challenged the lives
of its own citizens living in strategic places
in order to reach the long-term goals, on the
other hand needed thousands of new workers
who would work for the communist regime
in fields like mine, industry, and agriculture.
Thus Russia, which appropriated fruitful
lands of the exiled ones, both filled these places
with new Russian and Slavic settlers brought
from other parts of Russia, and forced millions
of exiled people to work at new factories, agri-
cultural lands and mines.
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Rus-
ya'nin kendi

topraklarinda yasa-
yan Tirk ve Misliiman kokenli topluluklar
potansiyel bir tehlike olarak gérmesidir. An-
cak stirgiin kararlar agiklanirken, ozellikle 2.
Diinya Savas’nda Alman birliklerine yardim
edilmesi gosterilmigse de, tarihi gercekler bu
gerekgeleri haksiz cikartmaktadir. Ote yandan
bu durumun gergek oldugu varsayimi dahi,
kadin-erkek, genc-yagh ayirt etmeksizin mil-
yonlarca kiginin insanlik digt sartlarda —ki bu
gocler esnasinda yiizbinlerce insan yolculuk
sartlarina dayanamayarak hayatin1 kaybetmis-
tir- siirgtine tibi tutulmasini megrulagtiramaz.

Sirgini Hazirlayan Sureg

1917°deki Bolgevik Devrimi sonrasinda bir
stire Almanya’nin kontroliinde kalan, ardin-
dan yeniden Rusya’nin hékimiyetine giren
Kirim, Sovyet Rusya’nin, Carlik rejiminden
farki olmayan uygulamalar altinda ezilmigtir.
Sovyetler Birligi’nin Kirim’da 2. Diinya Sava-
st’'na kadar devam eden uygulamalarint Hakan
Kiriml soyle 6zetlemektedir:

“1930°Iu yillarmm sonuna kadar Kirim Tatar milli

aydin sinifimin ve din adamlarinin hemen tama-
mit dogrudan dogruya kursuna dizilmek veya sii-
ritlmek suretiyle ortadan kaldirildi. XX. yiizyiin

The amount of people who were snatched
from their homelands in result of exiles put
into practice during the period of Stalin
was around 3.5 million. Large majority of
this number was composed of Turkish and
Muslim people. The most important reason
of this is that Russia saw these Turkish and
Muslim people living inside its borders as a
potential threat. However, when the decisions
of exile were announced and especially during
the Second World War, helping to German
troops was shown as the reason. But, historical
facts prove such reasons to be wrong. On the
other hand, even the assumption of the valid-
ity of this fact could not legitimize the exile of
millions of people without making distinction
between men and women, young and old un-
der inhumane conditions -in fact, thousands of
people could not bear the journey conditions
during migrations and lost their lives.

The Process Paving the Way for Exile

Crimea, which stayed under the control of
Germany for a while after the October Rev-
olution in 1917 and then again came under
domination of Russia, was crashed under the
applications of Soviet Russia that were not
different from Tsarist regime. Hakan Kirimli
summarizes the applications of Soviet Union
in Crimea that continued until the Second
World War as follows:

“Until the end of 1930s, almost entire intellectual
class and clergymen of Crimean Tatars were re-
moved either directly by killing or exiles. The most
important names (...) of the Crimean Tatar his-
tory of science, thought, literature, art and press
were killed in the first half of the 20th century.
Even though it is not possible to determine the
number of people who were prisoned or sent to




ilk yarisindaki Kirim Tatar bilim, fikir, edebiyat,
sanat ve basin tarihinin en onemli isimleri (...)
oldiirildii. Bu donemde hapse atilan veya calis-
ma kamplarina stirtilenlerin sayisini tesbit etmek
miimkiin olmamakla birlikte cesitli kaynaklarda,
Kirum'daki Sovyet hakimiyetinin ilk yirmi yilinda
yaklasik 150.000 civarinda insanin yok edildigi
belirtilmektedir. Teror rejimi Kirum Tatar kiiltii-
riine de ¢ok biiyiik darbe vurdu. 1926-1928 yillar
icinde Arap alfabesinden bir tiir Latin alfabesine
gecildi. 1938de ise Kiril alfabesi mecbur kilindi.
Ayrica miize ve kiitiiphanelerdeki milli kiiltiir mi-
rasmnin pek cok eseri de ortadan kaldirildy. Tarihi
cami ve medreseler ya tamamen yerle bir edildi
ya da minareleri yiktirlarak binalar baska amag-
larla kullamildi. Resmen acik goziiken birkag ca-
miye ise gidebilmek fiilen miimkiin degildi. Na-
maz, orug, stinnet ve dini nikah gibi ibadet ve dini
adetler ise kesinlikle yasaklanmisti. Ancak biiyiik
gizlilik altinda yerine getirilebilmekteydi.”

2. Diinya Savagi sirasinda bir kez daha Al-
manlar tarafindan iggal edilen Kirim, Al-
manya’nin maglubiyeti ile yeniden Sovyetler
Birlig’nin hakimiyeti altina girmistir. Savag
sirasinda Kirim halk: biiytik zararlar gérmiis,
binlerce insanini kaybetmis ve yagsam alanlari
tahrip edilmistir. Savagin baglamasi ile birlikte
binlerce Kirim Tatari, Kizil Ordu’ya alinmig
ve Rusya ile aymi saflarda savasa sokulmus,
ilerleyen donemlerde tesekkiil eden kiigiik bir-
liklerden bazilar1 Rusya’ya karsi Almanya’nin
safinda yer alirken, bir kismi da Sovyet Rus-
ya’'nin uygulamalarindan farkl bir sey vaad
etmeyen Almanya’ya karst miicadele etmistir.
Sonugta Almanlar Kirim topraklarini yakip
yikarak geri cekilirken, yerlerine gelen Sovyet
birlikleri de ilk olarak Kirim halkini cezalan-

dirmig, bu esnada tecaviiz, kursuna dizme ve

work camps, in various sources it is stated that
around 150 thousand people were eliminated un-
der domination of Soviet regime during the first
twenty years. Terrorist regime made big damages
also on Crimean Tatar culture. Between the years
of 1926-1928, the Arabic alphabet was changed
to a kind of Latin alphabet. Then, Cyrillic alpha-
bet was made obligatory in 1938. Furthermore,
many works of national cultural heritage at li-
braries were removed. Historical mosques and
madrasas were either destroyed totally or mina-
rets were demolished and the buildings were used
for different objectives. On the other hand, it was
not possible to enter the few mosques that were
seen officially open. Religious services and rituals
like prayer, fasting, circumcision and religious
marriage ceremony were strictly banned. These
could only be performed under great secrecy.”
Crimea was once more occupied by Germans
after the Second World War and because of
the defeat of Germany, it again came under
dominance of Soviet Union. Crimean people
suffered a lot during the war since thousands
of people lost their lives and living quarters
were destroyed. By start of the war, thousands
of Crimean Tatars

were included

in Red
Army

toplu katliamlarda binlerce masum sivil haya-

tin1 kaybetmigtir.
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Tarihin Utang Sayfalarindan Biri:
Kirim SGrgini

Rusya, Kirim Tatarlarina son darbeyi, onlart
18 Mayis 1944’te toplu bir siirgiinle vatanla-
rindan ayirarak vurmugtur. 150 yil agkin bir
sire devam eden politikalar neticesinde Ki-
rim’da azinlik durumuna diigen Kirim Tatar-
lar1, savas sonrasinda uydurulan bir gerekgeyle
Kirim’dan tamamen silinmistir.

Sovyet rejimi, SSCB Igisleri Halk Komiseri
(Bakani) Leonid Beriya’nin raporlart dog-
rultusunda bir program hazirlamig ve hayata
gecirilmigtir. Raporlarda Kirimlilarin Sovyet
rejimine ihanet ettigi, dolayisiyla bir sinir bol-
gesinde kalmalarinin dogru olmayacagy, tarim,
sanayi ve ulagim gibi alanlarda calistirilmak
iizere Rusya’nin i¢ bélgelerine, 6zellikle Ozbe-
kistan SSCye siirtilmeleri gerektigi bildirilmig
ve 18 Mayis 1944’te siirglin baglatilmigtir.

18 Mayis'in ik saatlerinde evlere yapilan
baskinlarla uykularindan uyandirilan Kirim
halki, kargilarinda kendilerine birkag dakika
icerisinde hazirlanmalarini emreden Sovyet
askerlerini bulmugtur. Talimatnamelerde aile-
lerin yanlarina alabilecegi yiik miktar1 500 kg
olarak belirlenmis olmasina kargin, buna uy-
gulamalarda riayet edilmemis ve siirgiin edilen
ailelerin biiyiik kismu yanlarina sadece kiiciik
bir bavul alabilmisg, bir kismu ise hi¢bir gey ala-
mamustir. Halk yerlegim birimlerinin meydan-
larinda ve bog arazilerde toplanmis, ka¢cmaya
calisanlar oldiirilmiistir.

Meydanlarda toplanan halk istasyonlara nak-
ledilmig ve akil almaz sartlarda gerceklestirile-
cek 6liim yolculugu baglatilmigtir. Sovyet reji-
minin insanlarin nakil esnasinda can giivenligi,
beslenme ve saglik ihtiyaglarinin kargilanmasi
yoniindeki kararlarinin  aksine, yiizbinlerce
insan yiik ve hayvan vagonlarina tikabasa dol-
durulmustur. Daha 6nce gerceklestirilen toplu

and thus they went to war together with Rus-
sia. In following period, while some of the
small unities supported Germany against Rus-
sia, some of them fought against Germany
that did not promise anything different than
the applications of Soviet Russia. In the end,
Germany withdrew via vandalizing Crimea
and Soviet Russia punished Crimean people
as the first thing to do. Meanwhile, thousands
of innocent civilian lost their lives due to rape,
execution and mass murders.

One of the Shameful Pages of History:
Deportation of Crimea

Russia’s last hit on Crimean Tatars was mass
deportation on 18 May 1944. Crimean Tatars
were already minority because of the policies
continuing more than 150 years, and after the
war, with an invented reason they were totally
wiped out from Crimea.

Soviet regime prepared a program in accor-
dance with the reports of Leonid Brezhnev
(Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme
Soviet of the Soviet Union) and this program
was put into practice. It was written in the
report that Crimean people betrayed Soviet
regime and thus it was not good for them to
stay at border regions. Therefore, it was nec-
essary for them to be deported to hinterland of
Russia, especially Uzbekistan SSR in order to
make them work in agriculture, industry and
transportation. Deportation was started on 18
May 1944.

Crimean people, who were waken up with
raids during the first hours of 18 May, faced
Soviet soldiers who told them to get ready in
few minutes. Despite that the maximum be-
longings which could be taken with families
were determined as 500 kg in regulations, this
was not followed in reality and most of the




stirgtin tecriibelerinden hareketle bu isi daha
ucuza getirmek i¢in ¢aba sarf eden Sovyet
Rusya, hayvan ve yiik taginan vagonlar: tercih
etmis, kigit tizerindeki giinlitk gida istihkak:
olarak goziiken ‘sicak yemek, su, 500 gr ek-
mek, 70 gr et/balik, 60 gr bulgur ve 10 gr yag’
yerine yalnizca giinde bir kez sicak yemek ve
300 gr ekmek verilmistir. Saglik hizmetlerinin
kargilanmas icin her katarda bir doktor ve iki
hemgire bulunmasi yoniindeki karara da uyul-
mamus, sadece belirli istasyonlarda bulunan
doktorlar ihtiyact karsilamamisg, bu esnada acil
miidahaleye ihtiya¢ duyan insanlar yolda haya-
tin1 kaybetmigtir.

Insan tagimaya uygun olmayan vagonlar tika
basa doldurulmus, kipirdayacak yerin dahi
bulunmadigi vagonlarda insanlar hareketsiz
bir sekilde haftalarca yolculuk etmek zorun-
da kalmg, yorgunluk, salgin hastalik, aclik ve
pislik sebebiyle her gtin binlerce insan hayatin
kaybetmistir. Hayatta kalabilenler ise bu in-
sanlik digt sartlarda haftalarca siiren yolculuk
sebebiyle biiytik bir travma yagamus, binlerce
insan akli dengesini kaybetmisgtir.

Yolculuk esnasinda vagon kapilarinin agilma-
sina miisaade edilmemis, uzun araliklarla du-
ran katarlarda insanlar, 6len yakinlariyla bazen
ginlerce birlikte yolculuk etmek durumunda
kalmigtir. Havasizlik nedeniyle kokmaya bas-
layan cesetler salgin hastaliklara sebep olmug
ve yolculuk dayanilmasi imkansiz bir hal al-
mustir. Insanlar hayatini kaybeden yakinlarin:
gomme firsatini dahi ¢ogu zaman bulamamug
ve cesetler istasyon kenarlarina birakilmigtir.

SUrgunin Bilangosu
1944 Haziran ay1 baglarinda ilk gruplar stir-
gin yerlerine ulagmigtir. Stirgliniin tamam-

lanmasi ise Temmuz ayi1 bulmus, béylece
yaklagik 250 bin kisi bagta Ozbekistan olmak

deported families could only take a small suit-
case with themselves and some of them even
could not take anything. People were gathered
in centres and empty fields, and the ones who
tried to escape were killed.

People gathered in centres were transported to
stations and the death journey which would be
made under very harsh conditions started. In
contrast to decision of Soviet regime in fulfill-
ing the needs like life safety, nourishment and
health, hundreds of thousands of people were
overfilled in baggage and stock cars. With ref-
erence to previous experiences of deportation,
Russia tried to make it as cheap as possible
and thus decided to use the baggage and stock
cars. Instead of the food ration written in reg-
ulations (warm food, water, 500 gr bread, 70
gr meat/fish, 60 gr bulgur and 10 gr butter),
only warm food and 300 gr bread were giv-
en once in a day. It was also not followed that
there should have been a doctor and two nurs-
es at each car in order to provide health ser-
vices, and the doctors who were existing only
at particular stations could not meet the needs.
Therefore, the ones who needed immediate
treatment lost their lives on the way.

The cars that were not suitable for carrying
people were overfilled and people needed to
stay still for weeks in cars in which there was
no space. Every day, thousands of people died
because of tiredness, epidemics, hunger and
dirt. The ones who survived had a big trauma
because of all these experiences and thousands
of them lost their mental balance.

It was not allowed to open the doors of the
cars during the journey and people sometimes
needed to stay together with their dead kins-
men for days in cars. Dead bodies started to
smell because of closeness and this caused epi-
demics. Thus, the journey became unbearable.
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tizere Sovyet Rusya’nin ¢esitli bolgelerine da-
gitilmigtur.

Kirim Stirgiini’ne maruz kalan insan sayist
kesin olarak bilinmemekle birlikte, Sovyet reji-
mi tarafindan hazirlanan raporlarda bu rakam
228 bin, 1966’da Kirim Tiirk Milli Hareketi
tarafindan yapilan aragtirmalara gore ise 238
bindir. Ancak bu rakam1 420 bin olarak sapta-
yan aragtirmalar da bulunmaktadir.

Siirgtinde yalnmizca Turk kokenli insanlar bu-
lunmamig, Kirim’da yasayan diger unsurlar da
Kirim’dan stirtilmiigtiir. Sovyet rejimi tarafin-
dan hazirlanan rapora gore, siirgiin edilenlerin
yaklagik 185 binini Kirim Thrkleri, 12 binini
Bulgarlar, 15 binini Rumlar, 10 binini Erme-
niler, § binini de diger unsurlar tegkil etmistir.
Ote yandan Sovyet rejiminin siirgiine gerekce
olarak sundugu ‘vatana ihanet’ ve ‘Almanlarla
igbirligi” suglamalarina kargilik, stirgiin edilen
Kirim Tirklerinin yaklagitk 8.995’inin Kizil
Ordu mensubu olmasi, bunlardan 524’{iniin
subay, 1392’sininse astsubay olmasi hayli il-
gingtir. Benzer sekilde siirgiin edilen diger
unsurlarin icinde de Kizil Ordu mensuplari
bulunmaktadir. Bu istatistik siirgiin i¢in 6ne
stirilen gerek¢enin uydurma oldugunu ortaya
koymaktadir.

Haftalarca siiren 6lim yolculugunun agir
sartlarina dayanamayarak yolculuk ortasinda
hayatin1 kaybeden insan sayisi ise yaklagik 10
bindir. Bu rakam, siirgiinii takip eden yillarda
salgin hastalik, iklim sartlari, aglik-yoksulluk
gibi siirgtine bagh nedenlerle hayatini kaybe-
denlerin says1 yaninda oldukga diigiik kalmak-
tadir. Zira Kinm Tirk Milleti Hareketi’nin
yaptig1 aragtirmalara gore, siirglin sirasinda ve
strgtinii takip eden ilk 18 ay igerisinde, ntfu-
sun yaklasik % 46’s1, sdzkonusu gerekgelerle
hayatin1 kaybetmistir ki bu da yaklagik 110 bin
insana tekabiil etmektedir. Bu rakam Batih

Moreover, most of the time, people could not
find the opportunity of burying their kinsmen
and the bodies were left next to stations.

Results of Deportation

The first groups reached their places at the
beginning of June 1944. On the other hand,
the completion of deportation occurred in July
and around 250 thousand people were scat-
tered around different regions of Russia, espe-
cially Uzbekistan.

Even though, the exact number of people who
experienced deportation is not known, accord-
ing to reports prepared by Soviet regime, this
number was 228 thousand, and according to
investigations made by Crimea Turkish Na-
tional Movement in 1966, it was 238 thou-
sand. However, there are investigations stating
this number as 420 thousand.

There were not only Turkish people during
deportation, but other people living in Crimea
were also deported. According to the reports
prepared by Soviet regime, around 185 thou-
sand of them were Crimean Turks, 12 thou-
sand were Bulgarians, 15 thousand were
Greek, 10 thousand were Armenians and 5
thousand were the rest. On the other hand,
against the accusations of Soviet regime that
the reasons of deportation were ‘treason’ and
‘cooperation with Germans’, it is very inter-
esting that around 8.995 of deported Crime-
an Turks were members of the Red Army of
whom 524 were officer and 1392 were ser-
geant. Similarly, there were also members of
the Red Army among other deported people.
This statistics shows that the reason put for-
ward was fabricated.

The amount of people who could not bear the
harsh conditions of the weeks-long journey
and lost their lives was around 10 thousand.




arastirmacilarin verdigi istatistiklerde 80 bin
olarak gegmektedir.

SuUrgin Sonrasi Kirbm

Sovyet rejimi strgiiniin ardindan bir téren
diizenleyerek bu insanhk digt uygulamadan
duyduklar: sevinci kutlarken, siirgtinde gorev
alanlara madalyalar dagitilmigtir. Kutlamalar
esnasinda, Kirim’in bir sahil kéyii olan Arabat
halkinin unutuldugu ve bu sebeple siirgtine
dahil edilmedigi haberinin ulagmasi tzerine
harekete gecilmig ve Arabat koyii sakinleri bir
geminin mahsenine kapatilarak denize siiril-
miig ve gemi batirilarak tiim koy halk: katle-
dilmigtir.

Butiin bu stire¢ diinya kamuoyundan gizlen-
mig ve tipki diger toplu stirgiinlerde oldugu
gibi Kirim Stirgtinii de ancak stirgtinden 2 yil
sonra kiiciik bir haber olarak kamuoyuna du-
yurulmugtur.

Siirgtiniin ardindan Kirim’da geriye kalan tim
binalar, tarim arazileri, biyiikk ve kiigiikbag
hayvanlar, kiimes hayvanlar ve ev egyalarinin
tasnifi igin binlerce insan goérevlendirilmis,
haftalar siiren bu tasniften ve biitiin bu mallar
sahiplerine geri verilecekmis gibi kayda gegi-
rildikten sonra, bolgede kalan yerlesimciler ta-
rafindan gergeklestirilen yagma ve iggaller en-
gellenmemigtir. Elkoyma stireci bizzat Sovyet
rejimi tarafindan idare edilmis, mallarin nasil
degerlendirilecegi tartigildiktan sonra bir kismi
belirlenen fiyatlar tizerinden satilmig, bircok
kiymetli esya ise tistdiizey yoneticiler tarafindan
zimmete gecirilmistir. Bunun yanisira 6zellikle
evler ve ev egyalar;, Kirim’a Rusya’nin diger
bolgelerinden iggiicii ihtiyacinin kargilanmasi
ve Kirnm’in Ruslagtinlmas: igin getirilenlere
tahsis edilmistir.

Sovyet rejimi olusan biiyiik boslugu, siirgtin
edilenlerin yerlerine getirmeyi planladigi Rus-

This number is very low compared to the
number of people who lost their lives because
of epidemics, weather conditions, hunger-pov-
erty. According to investigations made by the
Crimean Turkish National Movement, 46%
of the population died because of the afore-
mentioned reasons during deportation and
first 18 months following it. This percentage
corresponds to 110 thousand people, even
though it is registered as 80 thousand in statis-
tics prepared by Western researchers.

Crimea After Deportation

While Soviet regime celebrated this inhumane
application via organizing a ceremony after
deportation, the ones worked during deporta-
tion were honoured by medals. During cele-
brations, it was informed that a coastal village
called Arabat was forgotten and thus they
could not be deported. Then, residents of the
village were locked inside a ship. Lastly, the
ship was sailed and then submerged. The en-
tire residents were killed.

All this process was kept hidden from world
public, and as all other mass deportations, de-
portation of Crimea was announced as a small
news only 2 years after the event itself.

Thousands of people were given the duty of
regimentation of all buildings, agricultur-
al lands, cattles and small cattles, fowls, and
household goods that were left over in Crimea
after deportation. After this weeks-long pro-
cess and that all these goods were registered as
if they would be given to their owners, plun-
der and occupations by settlers in the region
could not be prevented. Process of appropri-
ation was directly managed by Soviet regime
and after the discussion of how these goods
would be utilised, some of them were sold
from determined prices and many valuable
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Slav
kok-

enli yeni

yerlesimcilerle
cozmeyi hedeflemistir
Ancak, Kirim’a yerlesme konusunda istenilen
ilginin olusmamas tizerine zora bagvuran yo-
netim, teklifi reddedenlerin ‘Almanlara hizmet
etme’ sucuyla cezalandirilacaklarini duyurmus
ve cazip tekliflerle ilgiyi arttirmaya galigmistir.
Ukrayna Kamu Diizeni Koruma Bakanligi’'nin
1967 yilinda yayimladig: bir rapora gore bu ta-
rihe kadar Kirim’a yerlesenlerin sayist 400 bin
civarindadir. Bu rakam ilerleyen yillarda daha
da artmugtir.
Siirgliniin ardindan Kirim’da yiizyillar iceri-
sinde olugmus olan medeniyet birikiminin de
ortadan kaldirilmas: igin Tiirkce yer isimleri
degistirilmis, Tiirk-Tslam kiltiiriinii simge-
leyen yapilar tahrip edilmis, kiitiiphanelerde
bulunan binlerce kiymetli eser ortadan kaldi-
rilmig, mezar taglan yerlerinden sokulerek ce-
setler digar ¢ikartilmig, Tiirklerin Kirim’daki
varliklarinin delili olan eserler yok edilerek
yeni bir Kirim tarihi kurgulanmaya baglan-
mig, bu amagla sempozyumlar diizenlenmistir.
Kirim
Tatarlarn ‘galismayr ve {retmeyi sevmeyen,

Bu kurgu tarth olusturulurken
medeniyetten uzak, bu cografyada gecici
bir siire yasamig haydut bir topluluk’ olarak
gosterilmis, ‘bolgenin asil sahiplerinin Slavlar
oldugu ve Slavlarin ¢ok daha eski devirlerden

items were charged by senior executives.
Besides this, especially houses and house-
hold goods were allocated to the ones who
were brought to Crimea from other regions
of Russia in order to provide the need of la-
bor force and to make Crimea Russian.

Soviet regime aimed at filling the big vacuum
via new Russian-Slavic settlers that it planned
to bring instead of the deported ones. How-
ever, the regime used coercion since desire to
settle in Crimea was not high as expected. In
this context, it was announced that the ones
who rejected the offer would be punished due
to crime of ‘serving Germany’ and desire was
tried to be increased via attractive offers. Ac-
cording to a report published by Ukrainian
Ministry of Protection of Public Order in
1967, the amount of people who settled in
Crimea at that time was around 400 thousand.
This number increased in following years.

In order to remove the accumulation of civ-
ilization that had occurred within centuries,
Turkish names of the places were changed,
constructions  symbolizing Turkish-Islam-
ic culture were ruined, thousands of valuable
works at libraries were destroyed, grave stones
were removed and dead bodies were taken
out, the works that were the evidences of the
existence of Turks in Crimea were wiped off,
and thus, a new history of Crimea was started
to be planned about which symposiums were
organized after deportation. While such a con-
structed history was in process, it was shown
that Crimean Tatars ‘were a group of bandit
people who did not like to work and produce,
were far from a civilization, and lived in this
geography temporarily’ and it was asserted that
‘the real owners of the region is Slavic people
and they have been there since very old peri-
ods.” Furthermore, within a short period after




bu yana orada bulunduklart’ iddia edilmistir.
Ayrica strgiinden kisa bir stire sonra 1946
yilinda Sovyet rejimi Kirim Muhtar Sovyet
Sosyalist Cumbhuriyeti’ni lagvederek Kirim
yarimadasini bir vilayet statiisiine indirmis,
1954 yilinda da Kirim, Ukrayna Sovyet

Sosyalist Cumhuriyeti’ne baglanmustir.

SUrgin Edilen Yizbinlerin Drami ve
Hayatta Kalma Micadelesi

Siirgiin edilen 250 bin kisinin buyiik ¢cogun-
lugu Ozbekistan’a nakledilmis, geri kalan kis-
m1 ise Sovyet cografyasinin cesitli bolgelerine
dagitilmigtir. Burada da insanlik disi sartlarda
ikamet etmeye mecbur birakilan halk, kapist
ve cami dahi olmayan, insan yasami icin ge-
rekli sihhi sartlar tagimaktan ¢ok uzak odalara
yerlestirilmigtir. Odalara 3-4 aile birden yer-
lestirilmis, yiyecek, giyim egyasi, ev arag-ge-
recleri gibi temel yasamsal ihtiyaclara dahi
sahip olmayan ylizbinlerce insan bu sartlarda
olim-kalim savagi icerisine girmistir. Biitiin
bunlara farkli bir cografya ve iklimde bulun-
manin getirdigi olumsuz etkiler de eklenince,
kisa siirede aclik ve salgin hastaliklara dayanan
toplu olimler meydana gelmeye baglamistir.
Aileler en yakinlarini teker teker kaybederken,
onlar1 defnedecek imkéni bile bulamamus, bir
taraftan da kendileri hayatta kalmak i¢in mii-
cadele etmek zorunda kalmiglardir.

Sovyet rejiminin planlar: dogrultusunda tarim,
sanayl, insaat ve ulasim alanlarinda ¢aligmaya
zorlanan Kirim halki, bu ¢abalari karsiliginda
ailelerinin hayatta kalmasi icin gerekli asgari
kazangtan dahi mahrum birakilmistir. Barin-
ma ve saglik ihtiyaclan ile 1lgili olarak Sovyet
rejimi tarafindan verilen sozler yerine getiril-
memis ve bu agir sartlar altindaki yagam mii-
cadelesi yillarca stirmustiir.

Kirimlilar, yeni yerlesim yerlerinde bulunduk-

deportation, Soviet regime abolished Crimean
Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic in 1964
and decreased Crimean peninsula to the status
of a province. In 1954, Crimea was connected
to Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic.

Drama of Hundreds of Thousands of
Deported People and Their Struggle to
Survive

Great majority of the deported 250 thousand
people were transferred to Uzbekistan while
the rest were distributed to different regions of
Soviet geography. However, they were forced
to live under inhumane conditions also there
and they were settled in rooms in which there
was no door and even window, and which were
far from having the necessary health conditions
for human life. Three-four families were set-
tled in one room and hundreds of thousands of
people who did not have basic vital needs such
as food, clothes and household goods started
to struggle to survive under these conditions.
When negative effects of living in a different
geography and climate is added to all these,
mass deaths based on hunger and epidemics
started to occur within a short period of time.

While families lost

their mem-

bers one

by
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lart yerden § km’den fazla uzaklasmamakla
tehdit edilmis, her ay diizenli olarak ilgili bi-
rimlere giderek imza vermekle yikiimli ki-
linmiglardir. Yerlesim yerlerini terk edenler
Sibirya’ya yapilacak ikinci bir siirgtinle tehdit
edilmigtir. Buna kargin stirgiinii takip eden ilk
yillarda yaklagik 10 bin Kirim Tirkd bulun-
dugu bélgeden firar etmis, bunlarin bir kism1
yakalanarak cezalandirlmigtir.

Bu insanlik dig1 uygulamalar neticesinde, siir-
giinden sonraki ilk 18 ay igerisinde yaklagik
100 bin kigi hayatini kaybetmistir ki bu rakam
sirglin edilenlerin yaklagik yarisina tekabul
etmektedir. Biitiin bunlara ragmen Kirim hal-
ki caligmaya mecbur birakildig: alanlarda za-
manla uzmanlagms, ozellikle Ozbekistan’in
kalkinmasinda énemli katkilar sunmuglardir.

Kirim Tatarlarini yalnizca vatanlarindan ayir-
may1 degil, ayn1 zamanda onlar1 bir millet
olarak yok etmeyi de amaglayan bu stirgiinle
birlikte, yiizbinlerce insan hayatini kaybeder-
ken, hayatta kalabilenler de yok sayilmis ve
diinya tzerinde bir millet olarak etkinliklerini
kaybetmeleri i¢in her tiirlii asimilasyon politi-
kast uygulanmugtir. Once 1928 yihinda Arap
alfabesinin yerine Latin alfabesinin, ardindan
1938 yilinda da Kiril alfabesinin getirilme-
si ile 10 yil icerisinde iki alfabe degisikligine
maruz birakilan Kirimlilar, biitiin bunlara siir-
giin edildikleri yerlerde egitim dilinin Rusca
olmasi da eklenince ciddi bir kaltir bunalimi
yasamig, okuma-yazma orani diigmiig, anadil
unutturulmaya ¢alisilmigtir. En ufak bir yayin
yapmalari dahi yasaklanan —zaten bu zorlu ya-
sam kosullari nedeniyle buna imkan bulmalar
da mimkin olmayan- Kirim Tatarlari, buna
ragmen anadillerini muhafaza etme konusun-
da 6nemli bir irade gostermis ve bu konuda
onemli bir basar1 saglamistir. Ote yandan séz-
konusu asimilasyon politikalar1 cercevesinde,

one, they could not even find the opportunity
of burying them, and on the other hand, they
themselves needed to struggle to survive.

Crimean people, who were forced to work in
fields like agriculture, industry, construction
and transportation according to the plans of
Soviet regime, were deprived of even from the
necessary minimum earning for the survival of
their families in result of their efforts. Prom-
ises given by the Soviet regime regarding the
needs of shelter and health were not held, and
the life struggle under such harsh conditions
continued for years.

Crimean people were threatened not to go
5 km far from the places in which they were
living and they were obliged to ordinarily go
to the related units and give signature every
month. The ones who would leave their plac-
es were threatened with a second deportation,
this time to Siberia. Despite this, around 10
thousand Crimean Turks escaped from their
regions, meanwhile, some of them were arrest-

ed and punished.

In result of these inhumane applications,
around 10 thousand people lost their lives
within the first 18 months after deportation.
This number corresponds to almost half of the
deported ones. Despite all these, Crimean peo-
ple started to become experts in fields that they
were working, and they especially played an
important role in development of Uzbekistan.

With deportation, which did not only aim to
take Crimean Tatars away from their home-
lands but also to destroy them as a nation, hun-
dreds of thousands of people lost their lives
while the ones who survived were ignored,
and all kinds of assimilation policy was applied
in order for them to loose their effectiveness
as a nation in the world. Through bringing
Latin alphabet instead of Arabic one in 1928




1989 yilina kadar Sovyet Rusya igerisinde
yapilan niifus sayimlarinda tlkedeki biitiin
unsurlar yer almasina kargin, Kirim Tatarlart
sanki yokmus gibi davramilmig ve ntfuslari
hesaplanmamigtir. 1989’da yapilan niifus sa-
yiminda Sovyetler Birligi sinirlar icerisindeki
Kirim Tirklerinin sayis1 271.715 olarak gos-
terilmigse de, bu rakamin gercegi yansitma-
dig1 yapilan aragtirmalarla ortaya konmustur.
Buna gore gercek rakamin, sunulandan ¢ok
daha fazla oldugu belirtilmig fakat saglkli bir
sayim yapmak miimkiin olmadigi icin 500 bin,
1 milyon, hatta 2 milyon gibi rakamlar telaffuz
edilmigtir.

Stalin Sonrasi Kirnrm Turklerinin
Durumu ve Vatana Dénis Micadelesi

Stalin’in 1953 yilinda 6lmesinin ardindan, tilke
capinda bir ‘de-Stalinizasyon’ politikast bagla-
tilmis, bu kapsamda yillardir devam eden kat:
uygulamalarda bir nebze iyilestirilmeye gidil-
mig, énceki dénemin biitiin sugu Stalin’e yiik-
lenerek bir anlamda giinah ¢ikartilmaya caligil-
mugtir. Stalin’den sonra devletin bagina gegen
Nikita Krusgev, Subat 1956’da, Komiinist
Parti’nin 20. Kongresi’nde, Stalin déneminde
pek cok haksiz stirgiiniin gerceklestigini ifade
etmis fakat bu konugsmasinda Kirim Tatarlari-
n1, Volga Almanlar’ni ve Ahiska Turkler’ni
zikretmemistir.

1950°li yillarin ortasindan itibaren, Stalin do-
neminde sitirgiin edilerek vatanlarindan ko-
partilan milyonlarca insan esas yurtlarina geri
dénmeye baglarken Kirim Tatarlarina bu hak
taninmamug, yalnizca belli bir bolgede kalma
zorunlulugu kaldinlmigtir. Boylece kagit tize-
rinde Sovyetler Birligi’nin her noktasinda ika-
met etme hakk: kazanmig goriinen halk icin
Kirim cografyast hari¢ tutulmugtur. Bu siirecte
ozellikle dagilmis ve parcalanmig halde bulu-

and finally bringing Cyrillic alphabet in 1938,
Crimean people experienced changes of two
alphabets within ten years. In addition, the
language of education was Russian in their
new places, thus, they had a serious cultural
depression, percentage of reading and writ-
ing among people decreased and their mother
tongue was tried to be forgotten. Despite that
it was banned for Crimean Tatars to broad-
cast -this was actually not so possible because
of such harsh living conditions- they were in-
sistent in keeping their mother tongue and had
an important success in that regard. On the
other hand, within the scope of the aforemen-
tioned assimilation policies, it was behaved as
if Crimean Tatars were not existing during
population censuses conducted in Russia un-
til 1989 despite that all other people were in-
cluded in them. Thus, their population was
not counted. During the census in 1989, it was
shown that the amount of Crimean Turks in
Soviet Regime was 271.715. However, it was
shown by some researches that this number
was not reflecting the reality. In this context,
it was indicated that the real number is much
higher than the presented one but, since it was
not possible to make a healthy count, numbers
like 500 thousand, 1 million and even 2 mil-
lion were mentioned.

Conditions of Crimean Turks after
Stalin and Struggle to Return to Homeland

After the death of Stalin in 1953, a coun-
try-wide ‘de-Stalinization’ policy was started
and in this context, there was a bit of improve-
ment regarding harsh applications continuing
since many years. All of the guilt of the pervi-
ous period was burdened on Stalin, and thus a
kind of confession was tried. Nikita Kruschev,
who came to power after Stalin, said during
the 20th Congress of the Communist Party in
February 1956 that many unjust deportation
took place during the period of Stalin, but, he
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nan Kirim Tiirkleri Ozbekistan’da toplanma-
ya baglamig ve bu birliktelik sayesinde ilerle-
yen yillarda ‘Kirim Tatar Milli Hareketi” adin1
alacak olan organize ve bilingli bir hak arama
stirect baglatilmustir.

Oncelikle komiinist rejimin kendilerini ca-
lismaya zorladiklar1 fabrikalardan ayrilarak
geleneksel gegim kaynaklari olan tarima yo-
nelen Kirimhlar, egitim ve kultir alaninda da
atthmlar yaparak 1960’larin ortalarina kadar
micadelelerini tim Sovyetler Birligi sathina
yaymay1 basarmiglardir. Vatana doniis miica-
delesini sindirmeyi basaramayan Sovyet yone-
timi, § Eyliil 1967°de Sovyetler Birligi Yiiksek
Sovyeti Prezidyumu tarafindan yayimlanan bir
kararname ile ‘eskiden Kirim’da yasamig Tatar
milletinden yurttaslar'in Sovyetler Birligi’nin
her yerinde yasayabilecegini kabul etmek zo-
runda kalmus, yine de Kirim’a dontsiin 6ntine
gecmek icin her tiirlii engellemelere devam et-
mistir.

Bu tarihten sonra Kirim Tatarlarinin Kirim’a
toplu donitigleri baglamig ve gerek Sovyet reji-
minin, gerek Kirim’daki yerlesimcilerin cesitli
baski ve sindirme politikalarina ragmen devam
etmistir. Giderek daha organize bir miicade-
leye dontisen ve uluslararast bir boyut kaza-
nan siiregte, 1980’lerin sonuna kadar Kirim’a
doénenlerin sayist 10 binler civarinda kalmig,
fakat 1988’den itibaren kitleler halinde geri
dontsler baglamustir.

Sovyetler Birligi’nin ¢okusiinden sonra Uk-
rayna sinirlar igerisinde kalan ve Ukrayna’ya
bagli 6zerk bir cumhuriyet statiisiine doniig-
tiriilen Kirim’da, 1991 yilinda kurulan Kirim
Tatar Milli Meclis’nin miicadeleleri olumlu
sonuglar vermis, gerek siyasi alanda Kirim
Ttrklerinin temsili, gerek egitim, kultir ve
ekonomi alanlarinda atilan adimlar kisith im-
kénlarla da olsa strdirtlmustiir.

1944 Siirgtinii’'nden sonra Kirim’a geri dénen

did not mention Crimean Tatars, Volga Ger-
mans and Meskhetian Turks.

From the middle of the 1950s, millions of peo-
ple who were taken away from their homelands
via deportations during the period of Stalin
started to return their homelands. However,
such a right was not given to Crimean Tatars.
Instead, only the obligation of staying in a par-
ticular region was removed. In result, Crimean
geography was excluded for this people who
were seemed to get the right of living in any
point of Soviet Union in theory. In this pro-
cess, Crimean Turks who were spread out and
split started to gather in Uzbekistan, and due
to such a union, an organized and conscious
process of seeking rights which would be
called as ‘Crimean Tatar National Movement’
in coming years was started.

Crimean people first left factories in which
communist regime forced them to work and
instead started to work in agriculture. They
also made a move in education and culture,
and they could spread their struggle all around
Soviet Union until the middle of 1960s. Soviet
regime, that could not manage to accept the
struggle for returning home, needed to accept
via a decree published by the Presidium of
the Supreme Soviet on 5 September 1967 that
‘citizens of Tatar nation who lived in Crimea
before’ could live anywhere in Soviet Union,
however, it continued to put all kind of lim-
itations in order to prevent a return to Crimea.

After this date, mass return of Crimean Ta-
tars to Crimea started and it continued despite
various oppression and suppression policies of
Crimean settlers and Soviet regime. During
the process which transformed into a more or-
ganized struggle and gained an international
dimension, the amount of people who returned
to Crimea was only around 10 thousand until
the end of 1980s, but, returns in masses started
from 1988.

In Crimea, which stayed in the borders of
Ukraine and was transformed into an auton-




Kirim Thrklerinin sayist bugtin itibariyle 300
bini bulmusgtur. Bu say1, bugiin toplam Kirim
niifusunun yaklagik % 12’sine tekabiil etmek-
tedir. Ancak siirgtine maruz kalan ve ¢ogun-
lugu Ozbekistan’da bulunan 500 bin civarin-
da insan hala vatanlarindan uzakta yagamaya
devam etmektedir. Ote yandan, 18. yiizyilin
sonlarindan itibaren uygulanan politikalar ne-
ticesinde vatanlarindan ayrilarak goc etmek
zorunda kalan ve bugiin basta Tiirkiye olmak
tizere, Romanya, Bulgaristan, Almanya, ABD
gibi diinyanin cesitli iilkelerinde hayatlarina
devam eden Kirim Tatarlarinin sayisinin da
yaklagik 4-5 milyon kisi oldugu tahmin edil-
mektedir.
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omous republic connected to Ukraine after
the demise of Soviet Union, struggles of the
National Parliament of Crimean Tatar estab-
lished in 1991 gave positive results. Further-
more, steps taken in both political representa-
tion of Crimean Turks and also in education,
culture and economics continued despite lim-
ited opportunities.

The amount of Crimean Turks who returned
back to Crimea after deportation of 1944
reached 300 thousand today. This number
corresponds to nearly 12% of total Crime-
an population. However, around 500 thou-
sand people who experienced deportation and
stayed in Uzbekistan still continue to live far
from their homelands. On the other hand, it is
estimated that the amount of people who need-
ed to leave their lands and migrate, and who
live in various countries around the world to-
day especially in Turkey, Romania, Bulgaria,
Germany and the U.S. is around 4-5 million.
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Atganistan
Isgali

Occupation of
Afghanistan

Kukla Yénetimin
Davetiyle Baslayan Isgal

Siyasi ¢ikarlari yanisira ekonomik nedenlerle
de Afganistan’i iggal eden Sovyetler Birligi, 27
Aralik 1979 gecesi donemin Afganistan Dev-
let Bagkan1 Hafizullah Emin’in kégkiine bir
harekat diizenleyerek 28 Aralik sabahi, Hafi-
zullah Emin’i ortadan kaldirmigtir. Radyo ara-
ciligryla Babrak Karmal’in halka seslenmesiyle
halk Emin zulmiiniin son buldugu ve yeni bir
dénemin bagladigina dair ikna edilmeye ¢ali-
stlmig, ancak § Aralik 1978’de Sovyetler Birli-
gi ile Afganistan arasinda imzalanan Dostluk,
Iyi Komsuluk ve Isbirligi Antlasmas’na daya-
narak iilkesine Sovyetler’i davet ettigini bildi-
ren Karmal, halk tarafindan inandiric1 bulun-
mamistir. Karmal, Emin’i CIA ajani olmakla

Occupation Started with
Invitation of the Puppet Government

Soviet Union occupied Afghanistan due to po-
litical benefits as well as economic reasons. In
that regard, an operation was started against
the villa of the President of Afghanistan, Hafi-
zullah Amin, on 27 December 1979. Emin was
killed in the following morning on 28 Decem-
ber. Via address to the nation of Babrak Kar-
mal through radio, people were tried to be con-
vinced that atrocity of Amin was ended and a
new period started. However, Karmal was not
found convincing since he announced that he
invited Soviet Union to his country based on
the Friendship and Cooperation Treaty signed
between Soviet Union and Afghanistan on §
December 1978. Karmal accused Emin to be




suglamis, onun déneminde yapilan zulimlerin
son buldugunun altin1 ¢izmigtir.

Halki ikna galismalarina hizla baglayan Kar-
mal, 6ncelikle siyasi anlamda tabanini geniglet-
mek i¢in komiinist olmayan eski biirokratlar:
dahi kabineye alirken kendisinin ateist degil
Misliman oldugu noktasinda halk: ikna ede-
bilmek i¢in ¢aba sarf etmigtir. 1980 yili son-
larinda Cephe-i Milli-1 Peder Vatan (Ulusal
Anavatan Cephesi) adiyla bir parti kurarak
halki Savr Inkilabi ile getirilen reformlar
gerceklestirmek i¢in katilima cagirsa da halk
nezdinde gerekli ilgiyi bulamamug, bir taraftan
da komiinistler arasinda gii¢c tabanini genis-
letmeye ¢aligmig ancak bu konuda da bagaril
olamamustir. Halkileri tasfiye hareketini de bir
taraftan siirdiirmesi kiigiik sabotajlara ugra-
masina, Ulke i¢indeki gerginliklerin artmasina
sebep olmustur. Karmal rejimini devirme ha-
reketi iginde olduklar tesbit edilen Halkilerin
ortaya ¢ikmasindan sonra devlet dairelerindeki
Halki gorevliler uzaklastirilirken resmi dai-
reler bosaltilmis, yerlerine Sovyet gorevliler
getirilmistir. 1986’da son bulan gorev siiresi-
ne kadar halkin da komiinistlerin de tam des-
tegini alamayan Karmal, tlkesinin Sovyetler
tarafindan isgal edilmesinde ve Afganistan’in
hizla Sovyetlegtirilmesi ¢aligmalarinda aktif rol
oynamustir.

Afganistan Sovyetlestiriliyor

Halkilerden bosalan resmi dairelere getirilen
Sovyet yetkililere ek olarak iilkenin pek ¢ok
kurumu Sovyet sistemine uygun bicimde ye-
niden dizenlenmis, tilke ekonomisi %80 ora-
ninda Sovyetler Birligi’ne bagl hale gelmistir.
Komiinist rejim kargisinda artan isyanlar ve
halkin bir ttrli istenileni kabul etmemesi ise
egitim maskesi altinda gocuklarin ailelerinden

a CIA agent and he underlined that atrocity
under his period was ended.

Karmal rapidly started to attempt to convince
people, and in this context, he first included
even old bureaucrats who were not communist
into the cabinet in order to widen the political
base. Then, he attempted to convince people
that he was not atheist but Muslim. He estab-
lished a party called the National Fatherland
Front at the end of 1980s and even though he
called people to participate in order to support
reforms brought by the Saur Revolution, there
was not enough interest among people. On the
other hand, he also tried to expand the base
of power among communists but he could not
manage this either. Because that he continued
on one hand to discharge of ‘halki’s, it caused
him to experience small sabotages, and that
tensions in the country increased. After the ap-
pearance of Halkis of which it was determined
that they were inside the movement of over-
turn of Karmal regime, Halki authorities at
government offices, state offices were emptied
and Soviet authorities were brought instead of
them. Karmal could neither gain the full sup-
port of people nor communists until the end of
his duty term in 1986. Yet, he played an active
role in occupation of Afghanistan by Soviet
Union and rapid Sovietization.

Afghanistan is Sovetized

In addition to Soviet authorities brought into
state offices instead of Halkis, many institu-
tions in the country were re-organized in a
way that was compatible with Soviet system,
and economy became 80% dependent on So-
viet Union. Increasing uprisings against com-
munist regime and that people did not accept
what was wanted caused that children were
forcibly taken from their families and trans-
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zorla kopartilarak birer KGB ajanina doniig-
tiriilmesine yol acmugtir. 1980’1 yillarin ba-
sindan itibaren 7-15 yag arasindaki cocuklarin
SSCPB’ye gonderilmesi suretiyle gergeklestiri-
len kimliksizlestirme hareketinin perde arkas:
mimari olarak Karmal’in esi Menbuba Karmal
gosterilmigtir. Bunun nedeni ise kendisinin
mudirti oldugu Parveriggah-i Vatan isimli
yetistirme yurdundaki 6grencilerin bir hapis-
haneyi andiran yurttan SSCB’ye egitim icin
zorla gonderilmeleridir. Genellikle anne-ba-
balar1 6len ya da okullardaki ¢aliskan cocuklar
secilmigtir. 7-13 yag arast bu cocuklara Afga-
nistan halki egkiya ve oldiiriilmeleri gereken
kisiler olarak tanitilmistir. Naim’in anlattiklar:
arasinda cocuklara aksamlar votka vermeleri
ve bunu giiclenmeleri adina verdiklerini belirt-
meleri de bulunurken amacin miicahidler ile
bag edemeyen ve agir kayiplar veren Sovyet-
lerin bu cocuklar araciligiyla hem miicahidler
arasindaki bagi ¢okertmek hem de yetisen yeni
nesil araciligiyla Afgan halkinin Sovyetles-
mesini hizlandirmak oldugu anlagilmaktadir.
Ulke icindeki egitim kurumlarinda da komii-
nist ideolojiye uygun bir egitim sistemi ile 6g-
renciler arasinda ideolojik bir nesil yetigtirme
cabasi stirdtiralmustiir.

Karmal rejimine bagh ordudaki kopmalarin ve
dagilmalarin yaganmas: tizerine koylerden top-
ladiklar1 gocuklar1 da askeri egitim amaciyla
Rusya’ya gonderen isgal giicleri, bu cocuklar
tizerinden Sovyet ideolojisini yaymak ve be-
nimsetmek i¢in ¢aligmigtir.

KHAD = iskence

Komiinist rejimin ‘Khedemat-i {ttila’at-i Dav-
leti’ adli gizli haber alma 6rgiiti, Afgan hal-
ki i¢in igskence merkezine dontigiirken Mos-

kova tarafindan 6rgiitlenen ve finanse edilen
KHAD’1n baginda iggal devrinin son lideri Dr.

formed into a KGB agent under the mask of
education. Wife of Karmal, Mehbooba Kar-
mal, was shown as the architect behind the
curtain of de-identification movement prac-
ticed via sending children between the ages of
7-15 to SSR since the beginning of 1980s. An
evidence in that regard is that students at the
prison-like Parvarish Orphanage, where she
was the principal, were forcibly sent to SSR for
education. Generally, children whose parents
died or who were hardworking and collected
from schools were selected. It was thought
these children, who were at the ages of 7-13,
that Afghanistan society was bandit and thus
they needed to be killed. Naim tells that vodka
was served children at evenings and it was told
that the reason for this was to strengthen them.
But it is understood that the real reason behind
all these was both to break the bond among
mujahids against whom Soviet Union could
not deal with and had heavy losses, and also to
accelerate Sovietization of Afghan society via
new generation. At education institutions in
the country, attempt of raising an ideological
generation among students through an educa-
tion compatible with communist ideology was
continued.

In result of rupture and dispersion within the
army connected to Karmal regime, occupation
powers started to send children collected from
villages to Russia for education. By this, it was
aimed to spread and adopt Soviet ideology.

KHAD=Torture

State Information Service called ‘Khadamat-e
Ftela’at-e Dawlat’ became like a centre of
torture for Afghan society. The head of the
KHAD organized and financed by Moscow
was the last leader of the occupation period,
Dr. Najibullah. The organization had an aim




Necibullah bulunmustur. ‘Her Afgan ailesin-
den bir iiye edinmek’ gibi bir hedefi olan 6rgii-
tiin tam eleman sayis1 bilinmese de Kabil’de 20
binin tizerinde elemani oldugu tahmin edilmis-
tir. Ayrica bu 6rgiit her 500 metreye koydugu
kontrol noktalariyla halkin yagamini daha da
zorlagtirmigtir. Ozellikle miicahidlerin Kabil'e
sizmamalari igin gok siki tedbirler alan 6rgiit
gece baskinlari diizenleyerek sik stk masum
insanlan rastgele tutuklamug, ¢esitli iskenceler
sonucu bu insanlarin hayatlarini kaybetmeleri-
ne neden olmustur. Devrimden sonra igkence-
nin bir kurala doniistiigii Afganistan’da iggalle
birlikte hiikiimetin kamuoyuna agiklama yap-
ma geregi duymadan igkencenin bir tiir cezal
fonksiyona dontisturtldigii bilinmektedir.

Universite’den Baslayan 7 Cephe

Afganistan’da 1969 senesinden itibaren tini-
versite merkezli baglayan Islami hareket M-
sirdaki Musliman Kardegler’le baglantili
olarak Cevanan-1 Miiselman adiyla tegkilat-
lanmug, ancak 1973’te Davud Han tarafindan
yasaklanan tegkilatin, aralarinda Hikmetyar’'in
da oldugu o6nderleri hapse atilmistir. Daha
sonra hapisten ¢ikan tegkilat liderleri Hikmet-
yar ve Ilahiyat Fakiiltesi 6gretim tiyesi Rabba-
ni, Pakistan’a giderek isgal sirasinca kendile-
rine baglt birlikler ile direnig géstermislerdir.
Bu direnis hareketleri kargisinda zamanla
¢ozlilmeye baglayan Sovyet ordusu dagilmaya
baglamis, Sovyetlerin 1988’den sonraki ¢ekil-
me hareketinde bu gruplarin biyiik etkisi ol-
mustur.

Sovyet Ordusunun

Enternasyonel Borcu

Sovyet yonetimi, isgali mesrulagtirmak icin
komgularinin  devrimini baltalamak isteyen
emperyalist giiglere karsi Afgan halkina yar-

like ‘having at least a member from each Af-
ghan family’. Although the exact number of
its members is not known, it is estimated that
there were more than 20 thousand members
only in Kabul. Furthermore, this organization
made the life of society difficult via control
points put at each 500 meters. The organiza-
tion took very strict precautions especially for
mujahids not to infiltrate in Kabul, and ran-
domly arrested innocent people via organizing
nightly raids. It also caused the death of these
people due to various tortures. In fact, torture
became like a rule in Afghanistan after revolu-
tion. It is known that, together with the occu-
pation, torture was transformed into a kind of
punishment function by the government with-
out needing to make any explanation to public.

Seven Fronts Starting From Universities

University-centred Islamic movement, which
started in 1969 in Afghanistan, organized un-
der the name of Cevanan-i Muselman-i Af-
ghanistan in connection with Muslim Broth-
ers in Egypt. However, the organization was
banned by Daoud Khan in 1973, and leaders
of it -such as Hekmatyar- were prisoned. Af-
ter the release of Hekmatyar and Rabbani an
academician at theology faculty, they went to
Pakistan and showed a resistance together
with units connected them during the occu-
pation. Soviet army started to disintegrate and
disperse against such resistance movements.
Thus, these groups had a big impact on with-
drawal of Soviet Union after 1988.

The Internationale Debt of
Soviet Army

Even though Soviet government tried to le-
gitimize the occupation via excuses like they
went to help Afghan society against imperial-
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dim amagh gittigi, Afgan iscilere yardim etme-
nin enternasyonel bir bor¢ oldugu gibi baha-
neler kullanmigsa da, Sovyet askerleri Afgan
topraklarina girdiklerinde halki katliamdan
gecirmislerdir. Bu iggalin bir ‘terér kampanya-
st’ oldugunu soyleyen Garak Camalbekov adli
Sovyet askeri sunlar1 anlatmaktadir:

“ ... Tanklar koylerdeki evlerin iizerinden gece-
rek, bircok evi yerle bir etti. Bir evin tizerinden
tankla gecerken, ben tankin icinde oldugum halde
cocuklarin ve kadinlarin ¢igliklarint duyabiliyor-
dum.”

Benzer uygulamalar1 zamanla askerlerin kag-
masina ya da saf degistirerek miicahidler tara-
fina ge¢mesine neden olurken, savas sucu igle-
yen Sovyetler tim bunlar gerceklestirmesine
ragmen bugiine kadar hi¢bir ceza almamustir.

Silah Tatbik Alani

85 bin askerle baslayan iggal hareketinde Sov-
yet ordusu ¢ok agir kayiplar vermis olsa da
itibarin1 her gecen giin kaybetmesine kargilik
yenilgiye ugradigini kabullenmek istememig-
tir. Aym1 zamanda yambaginda Misliman
bir devleti tanimak istemeyen Sovyet rejimi
Afganistan’in eski yiiksek yargict Omar Bab-
rakzay’a gore Afganistan’t “Sovyet ordusunun
cesitli taktik ve planlarim deneyebilecegi bir tat-
bikat alamina” gevirerek bolgeyi tim silahlar
icin test merkezi olarak kullanmigtir. Sovyet-
lerin bu 1sgal sirasinda igledigi savag suclari-
nin baginda kimyasal silah kullanimi gelirken
kamitlanmig olan bu gercegi eski Amerikan
Bagkan Yardimcisi Walter J. Soessel 1982’de
Sovyetler’in hidrojen gazi, hardal gazi gibi
kimyasallar1 kullandigini belirterek dile getir-
migtir. Ancak bu suclama kargisinda ne BM
ne de uluslararas: kurumlar hi¢cbir adim atma-
muglardir.

1979-1981 yillar1 arasinda Afganistan’da 47

ist powers which wanted to sabotage revolu-
tion of their neighbour, and helping Afghan
workers was an internationale debt, Soviet sol-
diers massacred the Afghan society when they
entered Afghanistan. A Soviet soldier, Garak
Camalbekov, said that the occupation was a
‘terrorist campaign’ and added the followings:

“... tanks destroyed many houses via going on
them. While we were going on a house with our
tank, I could clearly hear the screams of children
and women despite [ was inside the tank.”

Similar applications caused soldiers to escape
by time or to change their lines and become to-
gether with mujahids. Though, Soviet Union
which committed war crime has not been pun-

ished till today.

Firearm Application Area

Despite Soviet army, which started the occu-
pation with 85 thousand soldiers, had big loss-
es and lost reputation every day, it did not want
to accept that it lost. At the same time, Soviet
regime did not want to recognize the Muslim
state established nearby itself and thus, accord-
ing to Omar Babrakzay (the highest judge of
Afghanistan), turned Afghanistan into a “ap-
plication area in which Soviet army could test
various tactics and plans” and used the region
as a test centre for all of its weapons. Using
chemical weapons was the leading war crime
committed by Soviet Union during the occu-
pation. Former U.S. Vice President Walter .
Soessel announced this evidenced reality via
saying that Soviet Union used chemicals like
hydrogen gas, mustard gas in 1982. However,
despite this accusation, neither UN nor inter-
national institutions took any steps.

There were 47 chemical attacks in Afghanistan
between the years of 1979-1981, and more than




kimyasal saldiri gerceklesmis, bu saldirilarda
3 binin tizerinde insan hayatin1 kaybetmistir.
Muhammed Nabi ismindeki bir Afgan pilotu
hava islerindeki kimyasal madde depolarinin
oldugunu belirtirken Amerikali Doktor Pres-
ton Darby, Sovyetlerin kullandig1 kimyasal si-
lahlardan birinin yapiskan ve agir1 derecede ya-
kic1 bir madde oldugunu séylemigtir. 1984’ten
itibaren kullanilmaya baglayan kimyasal silah-
larin baginda ‘Sar1 Yagmur’ (Yellow Rain) ve
‘Sivi Ates’ denilen sok dalgalariyla insanlari
oldiren ‘stvi bombalar’ gelirken Sovyetler ma-
sum halkin ve ¢cocuklarin kiyimina yénelik bir-
takim stratejiler de izlemiglerdir. Ucaklardan
attiklar1 kalemler, agiz muzikalari, radyolar,
kibrit kutulari v.s. gibi objeler diginda 6zellikle
cocuklarin hoguna giden oynar kanatli kuglar
yliztinden sayisiz cocuk hayatini kaybetmistir.
Ginki radyolarin diigmesi cevrildiginde, mi-
zikalar calindiginda ve gocuklar kuglarin kana-
din1 oynattiginda bu objeler infilak ederek asli
iglevini gérmiis ve masum halk: katletmistir.

isgalin En Kanh Yizleri

85 bin kisilik bir orduyla havadan, karadan ve
agir silahlar ile bagkenti ele gecirmesine rag-
men ummadig1 bir direnis ile kargilasan Sov-
yet giicleri, halki dizginleyebilmek ve miicahid
gruplar ile miicadele edebilmek igin sert ted-
birler almuglardir. Isgalden sonraki ilk kanh
eylem 1980 Subatindaki esnaf ve memurlarin
ilan ettigi genel grevde gerceklesmis, kalabali-
gin lizerine ateg agan Afgan ve Sovyet birlikleri
yuzlerce kiginin 6lmesine sebep olmustur. Af-
gan baskentindeki en kanli olay ise 1980 Nisa-
nindaki égrenci eylemidir. Ogrencilerin yap-
t1g1 eyleme halkin da katilimiyla giderek artan
kalabalik kargisinda acilan ateg sonucu yaganan
katliamin izleri bagkent sokaklarindan iki hafta
boyunca silinmezken bu olay sonucu 2 bin 6g-

3 thousand people died during these attacks.
An Afghan pilot named Muhammad Nabi ar-
gued that there were stores of chemical materi-
al at airbases, while American Doctor Preston
Darby said that one of the chemical weapons
used by Soviet Unions was sticky and very
burning. Some of the leading chemical weap-
ons started to be used since 1984 were ‘liquid
bombs’ called also as ‘Yellow Rain’ and ‘Liqg-
uid Fire’ and killing people by chock weaves
and called. Soviet Union also followed some
strategies towards slaughter of innocent people
and children. Besides pencils, mouth organs,
radios, matchboxes, etc., thrown from planes,
innumerable children lost their lives because
of birds with wings that were attractive espe-
cially for children. Because, when the buttons
of radios were turned on, mouth organs were
played and children moved the wings of the
birds, these objects played their essential func-
tion via detonating and killed innocent people.

The Most Bloody Faces of the Occupation

Soviet powers faced an unexpected resis-
tance despite they captured the capital with
85 thousand soldiers from the air, land, and
heavy weapons, followed harsh precautions in
order to restrain the society and fight against
mujahids. The first bloody activity after the
occupation occurred during the general strike
announced by artisans and officers in Febru-
ary 1980. Afghan and Soviet units opened fire
at crowd and caused the death of hundreds of
people. The most bloody event in the capital
of Afghanistan was a student activity in April
1980. Traces of the killings happened in result
of the fire opened at crowd which started as an
activity by students but increased with inclu-
sion of regular people could not be removed
from the streets of the capital for two weeks,
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ren-
c tu-
tuklanarak
Puli Cerhi Ha-
pishanesi’ne gonderilmis-
tir. Bagkentte daha ¢ok okul eylemleri olarak
ortaya ¢tkan isgal ve Sovyetlestirmeye yonelik
tepkiler, miicahidler eliyle Afganistan’in diger
kesimlerinde daha sicak ve kanli catigmalara
sahne olmus, 6zellikle mucahidler kargisinda
tilkede egemenlik saglayamayan Sovyet giicle-
r1 kéylere bomba yagdirarak sivil halkin katle-
dilmesine sebep olmustur.

‘Lavman Katliam1’ olarak tarihe gecen 1500
koyliniin katledilmesi olay: ise Sovyet iggalin-
deki en acimasiz katliamlardan biridir. 1984’te
miicahidlerin bu bolgedeki askeri tisse saldir-
masina misilleme olarak yapilan baskinla mii-
cahidlere destek verdikleri gerekgesiyle 1500
koylu katledilmistir. Benzer uygulamalar: pek
cok koyde gerceklestiren Sovyet birliklerinin
koylerdeki hayvanlara varincaya kadar giris-
tikleri katliamlar yagma hareketine dontismiis,
koyliilerin sahip olduklar esyalar yagmalan-
mugtir.

Sovyetler Birligi’nin 10 yillik Afganistan igga-
line dair yapilan aragtirmalar; bu insanlik digt
katliamlarla dolu iggal siiresince yaklagik 1.5
milyon kisinin hayatin1 kaybettigini, 350 bin
kisinin sakat kaldigini, kéylerin yarisina yaki-
nin1 haritadan silindigini ortaya koymaktadir.

and 2 thousand students were arrested and
sent to the Prison of Puli Cerhi. Reactions
against occupation and Sovietization which
mostly appeared as school activities in the
capital, became a stage for more intense and
bloody fights in other parts of Afghanistan in
the hands of mujahids. Soviet powers, which
could not establish authority especially over
mujahids, sent bombs on villages and caused
the death of civilian people.

In a well-known massacre, 1500 villagers were
killed was one of the most brutal massacres
during the occupation. With a raid organized
as reprisal against the attack at military base in
the region by mujahids in 1984, 1500 villagers
were killed by the reason that they supported
mujahids. Similar applications were put into
practice in many villages and massacres in-
cluding even animals turned into plunder in
which goods of the villagers were plundered.

The researches conducted about the 10-year
long Afghanistan occupation of Soviet Union
show that

around 1.5 million people died; 350 thousand
people became handicapped; nearly half of the
villages were removed from the map. Further-
more, 5.5 million Afghani took refuge in; 200
thousand people changed their places with-
in the country; 200 thousand hectare forest,
1.500 km long asphalt road, 600 km electricity
line, 114 healthcare centres, 28 hospitals were
destroyed; and 100 thousand educated Af-
ghanis left the country. The material loss of the
occupation was more than 100 billion dollar.

Refugee Camps

People, who did not have life security due to
random attacks, needed to leave their villages,
and mostly women and children refugees (be-
cause that men were fighting against occupa-




Isgal sebebiyle 5.5 milyon Afganli iltica etmis,
200 bin kit tlke i¢inde yerinden olmus, 200
bin hektarlik orman, 1.500 km asfalt yol, 600
km elektrik hatt, 114 saglik merkezi, 28 has-
tane yok edilmis, 100 bin egitim gérmiig Af-
ganls iilkeyi terk etmistir. Isgalin maddi agidan
ugrattigi kayip ise 100 milyar Dolar’t agmugtir.

Multeci Kamplari

Keyfi saldirlar kargisinda can giivenligi olma-
yan halk, yasadig1 koyleri terk etmek zorunda
kalirken erkeklerin iggal giiglerine karg: savag-
mast nedeniyle daha ¢ok kadin ve ¢ocuklardan
olusan miilteciler Pakistan (3,5 milyon) ya da
Iran’a (1,5 milyon) giderken yollarda Sovyet
askerleri tarafindan ‘nigan tahtas’ olarak kulla-
nilmugtir. Pakistan’da 342 milteci kampt olu-
surken bunlardan kendilerini miilteci olarak
kaydettirebilenler BM’den yardim alabilmis,
ancak bu uygulama da pek cok yolsuzluga se-
bebiyet vermistir. Kendilerini miilteci olarak
kaydettiremeyenler ise ¢ok daha zor sartlar al-
tinda yagamaya mahk(m edilmiglerdir.

Cikar Savaslan!

Afganistan’in Sovyet ordusu tarafindan isga-
li diinya tizerinde kinamadan 6te bir tepkiye
sahne olmamigsa da bugiin ve iggal sirasinda
yasananlar aslinda Afganistan tizerinden ciddi
bir oyunun oynandigi gergegini gostermekte-
dir. Oyle ki Sovyet isgalinin Amerika tarafin-
dan biliniyor olmas1 ve ¢eligkili agiklamalar,
Amerika’nin Pakistan’t daha énde tutmast, In-
giltere’nin klasik sinir ¢izimi oyunlart bolgede
Miisliiman bir giictin ve birligin saglanmama-
sinda etkili olmustur. Isgal sirasinda Pakistan
tizerinden miicahidlerin Sovyet ordusuna karst
Amerika tarafindan desteklenmeleri bir taraf-
tan halkin direnigine destekmis gibi goziikse
de, aslinda dig mudahalelerin son bulmasiyla

tion powers) went to Pakistan (3.5 million) or
Iran (1.5. million). However, while they were
on the way, they were used as a ‘shooting target’
by Soviet soldiers. 342 refugee camps were es-
tablished in Pakistan. People who could regis-
ter themselves as refugees could get help from
the UN, but this also caused many corruption.
The ones who could not do that needed to live
under even more harsh conditions.

Wars of Benefits!

Even though the occupation of Afghanistan by
Soviet army did not get anything more than
a condemnation around the world, the things
experienced after the occupation and today
show that a serious game was played over Af-
ghanistan. In fact, the occupation was known
by the U.S. but there were conflicting state-
ments in that regard. On the other hand, the
U.S. put Pakistan ahead, and England had
classical plays of drawing boundaries. All these
caused that a Muslim power and union could
not be established in the region. On one hand,
support of mujahids by the U.S. over Paki-
stan against Soviet army seemed like a support
for the resistance of people. But, in reality, it
served for Soviet

Union which

annou-

nced
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tilkeden ¢ekilecegini belirten Sovyetlerin igine
gelmistir. Ayrica Sovyetler acisindan merkezi
yonetimin gii¢siiz olmasi, siirekli yapilan bas-
kinlar Sovyetlerin 1950’lerden itibaren tilkenin
dogal kaynaklari tizerine yaptig1 incelemeleri
daha rahat sirdiirme imkani vermistir. Zira
yapilan dogalgaz anlagmast ile Sovyetler, Af-
gan dogalgazini diinya standartlarinin ¢ok al-
tinda temin etme imkani bulmustur.

Adim Adim Cekilme

1979 sonunda baslayan i1ggal bir soykirima dé-
niigmisse de alinan agir yenilginin acis1 halk-
tan cikarilmistir. Ama siireg igerisinde ekono-
mik anlamda ciddi bir kayip yasayan ve cok
biiyiik zayiat veren Sovyetler Birligi, 1985’te
Mihail Gorbagov’un bu yiikten en olumlu se-
kilde kurtulma arayigina girmesine sebep ol-
mustur. Sovyetler 6ncelikle Karmal’t gézden
¢tkarip yeni politikalarini en iy1 uygulayabile-
cek kigi olan Dr. Necibullah’i iktidara getir-
meye ardindan kogulsuz bir geri ¢ekilme Sov-
yet itibarini zedeleyeceginden kademeli olarak
ve llkedeki komiinist rejimin siirmesine yone-
lik bir politika izlemeye karar vermistir.

Necibullah, kendini saglama alma politika-
st giderken askeri alandaki zafiyetten 6tiirii
18-50 yag arasindaki tiim erkeklerin askere
alinmas igin yasa tasarist hazirlamig, Sovyet-
ler Birligi’ne 6grenci gonderilmesi ve igbirligi
caligmalarini ihmal etmemigtir. Sovyetler ta-
rafindan hazirlanan bir barig plani ile yeni bir
anlayigla Afgan halkina saygili bir politika yan-
sitmaya caligmigsa da miucahidler tarafindan
Sovyet temeline dayali bu olusumlar, yeni bir
Sovyet stratejisi oldugu diigtincesinden dolay
kabul gérmemistir. Kademeli bir Sovyet ceki-
lisine dayali bu anlagmaya miicahidlerin kargt
olmasinin en temel nedeni Sovyetler Birligi’nin
savas alaninda alamadigini masa baginda alma
istegi olmustur.

that it would leave the country when foreign
interventions were stopped. Moreover, the
weakness of the central government and con-
stant raids gave an opportunity to Soviet Union
in order to continue its searches more easily on
natural sources of the country that were start-
ed since 1950s. Because, via the agreement of
natural gas, Soviet Union gained the oppor-
tunity of having Afghan natural gas so cheap.

Withdrawal Step by Step

The occupation which started in 1979 turned
into a massacre and yet revenge of heavy loss
was taken from people. However, since Soviet
Union experienced a serious loss in terms of
economics and suffered heavy losses, Mikhail
Gorbachev started to search for a solution in
order to get rid of this burden in a way that was
as positive as possible in 1985. Soviet Union
decided first to discard Karmal and instead
put Dr. Najibullah into power. He was the
best option for the application of new policies.
Then, since a unconditional withdrawal would
damage reputation of Soviet Union, it was de-
cided to withdraw step by step and implement
a policy towards continuation of communist
regime in the country.

Najibullah pursued securer a policy himself,
while he prepared a resolution for draft of
all mean between the ages of 18-50 because
of weakness in military. On the other hand,
he did not ignore sending students to Soviet
Union, and cooperation works. Even though
he tried to reflect a respectful policy towards
Afghan people through a peace plan prepared
by Soviet Union and with a new understand-
ing, mujahids did not accept such formations
based on Soviet Union because they were seen
as new Soviet strategy. The basic reason of the
opposition of mujahids against an agreement
based on the withdrawal of Soviet Union step
by step was that Soviet Union wanted to take




Silahla Alamadigini
Masada Alma Dénemi

1986’da sonra ABD’nin miicahidlere stinger
fiizelerini vermesi Sovyetler Birligi’nin ¢ekil-
mesinde etkili olurken, 1988 yili baslarinda
Sovyet Polit Biiro’da isgalin devam: yolunda
oy kullanan isimlerin 6lmeleri ya da emekli-
ye ayrilmalar1 goreve geldiginden beri iggali
sonlandirmak isteyen Gorbagov’un isini ko-
laylagtirmigtir. 1988 Subatinda ¢ekilme karar
verilirken, Sovyetler Birligi bu ¢ekilmeyle bir-
likte savas ile elde edemediklerini savag sonrasi
diplomasi ve entrikalar ile strdiirme yoluna
gitmistir. 4 madde halinde 6zetlenen bu stireci
oldukca basarili uygulayan Sovyetler isgal son-
rasinda Afganistan’in bir daha siyasi bir birlik
saglayamamasi ve yeni isgallere agik hale gel-
mesini saglamigtir. Necibullah rejiminin askeri
ve siyasl acidan desteklenmesi, miicahidleri
destekledigi i¢in Pakistan’in sabotajlar ve su-
ikastlar ile istikrarsizhiga siiriiklenmesi, Pakis-
tan ve ABD’nin Cenevre Antlagmasi’na aykiri
davrandigi iddiasinin yayilmasi ve miicahidler
arasindaki i¢ cekigmelerin koriiklenmesi teme-
lindeki bu stratejide stiphesiz en buytk zarart
miicahidler arasi ¢ekigsmelerin koriiklenmesi
ve bunun diplomatik yollarla desteklenmesi
vermig, bu sayede Afganistan’in iggal sonra-
sinda daha agir bir yikim icine striiklenmesi
saglanmigtir.

Sovyetler Birligi’nin 15 Mayis 1989’da geri
cekilecegini agiklamasindan sonra Pakistan,
ABD ve Sovyetler Birligi masaya oturarak
BM gozetiminde Afganistan’in kaderini be-
lirleyen antlasmalar1 imzalamislardir. Cenevre
Antlagmalari olarak bilinen bu antlagmalardan
ilki Afganistan-Pakistan arasinda, ikincisi ga-
rantor llkeler olarak ABD ve Sovyetler Bir-
ligi arasinda, tgiinciisii Afgan miiltecilerin
tilkelerine dénmeleri, dordiinciisii 1se Sov-

at table what it could not take in the field of
war.

The Period of Taking at Table What
Could not be Taken by Weapon

Giving stinger missiles to mujahids by the
U.S. after 1986 helped Soviet Union to with-
draw. On the other hand, death or retirement
of the ones at Soviet Politburo who voted for
the continuation of the occupation at the be-
ginning of 1988 made the situation easy for
Gorbachev who wanted to end the occupation
since he came to power. While decision of
withdrawal was made in February 1988, Sovi-
et Union chose to use diplomacy and intrigues
for the things that it could not gain via war.
Soviet Union followed this process, which was
summarized with four points, quite success-
fully. Moreover, it provided that Afghanistan
could never gain a political union and would
be open for new occupations. The strategy was
based on military and political support of Na-
jibullah regime, destabilization of Pakistan via
sabotages and assassins since they supported
mujahids, spread of the assertion that Paki-
stan and the U.S. behaved against the Trea-
ty of Genova and instigated internal conflicts
among mujahids. The most harmful aspect of
such a strategy was undoubtedly the instiga-
tion of internal conflicts among mujahids and
support of this through diplomacy, because,
via this way, Afghanistan was dragging into a
heavier destruction after the occupation.

After the announcement that Soviet Union
would withdraw on 15 May 1989, Pakistan, the
U.S. and Soviet Union sat at table and signed
under the observance of the UN a treaty which
would determine the future of Afghanistan.
These agreements are called Genova Treaties
and the first of them was signed between Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan; the second one was
signed between the U.S. and Soviet Union as
guarantor countries; the third one was signed
for refugees to turn back their countries; and
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yetler Birligi’nin geri ¢ekilmesiyle ilgili olarak
imzalanirken, bu goérigmelere hicbir Afgan
temsilci cagrilmayarak bir iilkenin kaderinin
garantorlere teslim edilmesi, aslinda yeni bir
isgalin masa basinda basladiginin gostergesi
olmustur.
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cpcenistan
Isgali ve
Soykirimi

Chechen Occupation
and Massacre

Yizyillardir Devam Eden
Sémirgelestirme Cabalari

Rusya’nin  Kafkasya tizerindeki hakimiyet
kurma planlar1 10. yiizyila kadar gétiiriilmekle
birlikte, ilk isgal girisimleri Ruslarin 1556’da
Astrahan Hanliklarini ele gecirmesiyle bagla-
mugtir. Isgal siireci 17. yiizyilin sonlarinda Car
I. Petro’nun basa ge¢mesiyle hiz kazanirken,
ilerleyen dénemlerde Katerina’nin iktidarinda
da yayilmaci politikalara devam edilerek yerli
halk baski altina alinmigtir. Bu yiizyillar bo-
yunca Ruslar Kafkas halklarina kargi somiirge-
ci uygulamalar hayata gegirmigtir. Msliiman
halk Hristiyanlagtirilmaya ¢aligilmig, ibadetha-
neler kamulagtirilmig, yerli halkin kurdugu ve
hayir igleri yapan vakiflara el konularak sosyal ve
kiiltiirel ihtiyaglarin kargilanmas: engellenmigtir.

Colonization Attempts
Continuing for Centuries

Though domination plans of Russia over Cau-
casus can be traced back to the 10th century,
the first attempts of occupation started with
appropriation of Astrakhan Khanate in 1556.
The occupation process gained momentum
via Tsar Petro I who came into power at the
end of the 17th century. Expansionist policies
continued also during the reign of Catherine
in following periods and local people were op-
pressed. Russians put colonial practices into
application against Caucasian people through
these centuries. Muslim people were tried to
be Christianized; places of worships were ex-
propriated; foundations established by local
people and which were practicing charities
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Imamlar

Dénemi
19. yiizyilda, iclerinde Kafkaslarin efsanelesen
lideri Seyh Samil’in de bulundugu ‘Imamlar
Doénemi’'nde Ruslara kargt ¢etin miicadeleler
verilmistir. Bu stiregte onbinlerce insan ¢atig-
malar esnasinda hayatini kaybetmigtir. Fakat
kisith imkanlart ve az sayidaki savasgilariyla
cok genig imkanlara sahip buytik Rus ordusu-
na karg: yiritilen bu micadele Ruslarin 19.
yuzyilin son ¢eyreginde bolgede tam bir haki-
miyet saglamast ile bertaraf edilmistir. Bu sii-
re¢ boyunca da, Ruslarin yalnizca Cegen halk:
tizerinde degil, tiim Kafkas halklarini hedef
alan somiirgeci politikalar: araliksiz devam et-
mustir.

Zorunlu Gég ve
Ruslastirma Politikasi

Kafkas halklar1 19. yiizyilin ortalarindan itiba-
ren zorunlu gog uygulamalarina maruz birakil-
migtir. Ozellikle 1862-65 yillarinda artan gég
dalgasi, daha sonra 1887-88 Osmanli-Rus Sa-
vag'nda ve 1890-1908 yillar1 arasinda devam
etmistir. Rusya’nin bu zorunlu gog politikasin-
daki amaci Kafkas topraklarini kendisine karg:
micadele veren etnik unsurlardan arindirarak
Ruslastirmaktir. Nitekim goce zorlanan Kaf-

were seized; and thus, it was prevented
that they would provide social and cultural
needs.

The Period of Imams

In the 19th century, during the period called
‘the Period of Imams’; within which there was
the period of legendary leader of Caucasus,
Imam Shamil, there were hard fights against
Russians. During this process, tens of thou-
sands of people died. However, this struggle
which was continued with limited opportu-
nities and few amount of fighters against big
Russian army having very wide opportunities
was eliminated via full dominance of Russia
over the region in the last quarter of the 19th
century. During this period, Russia’s colo-
nial policies did not only continue constantly
on Chechen people but also entire Caucasian
people.

Forced Migration and Policy of
Making Russianization

Caucasian people were exposed to forced mi-
gration applications since the middle of the
19th century. Migration waves which espe-
cially increased between the years of 1862-65,
later on continued during the Ottoman-Russia
war between 1887-88 and between the years of
1890-1908. The aim of Russia with that policy
was to clean the Caucasian lands from ethnic
elements who were fighting against itself, and
make them Russian. In fact, Russians, Ukrai-
nians, Christian Kazakhs and Don Kazakhs
were brought instead of Caucasian people
who were forced to leave. It is known that the
amount of people who were forced to migrate
was in between 1 and 2 million. Among them,
around 100 thousand were Chechen.



kas halklarinin yerine Ruslar, Ukraynalilar,
Hristiyan Kazaklar ve Don Kazaklar1 yerles-
tirilmistir. Bu siirecte gdce mecbur birakilan
insanlarin sayisinin 1 ila 2 milyon civarinda ol-
dugu bilinmektedir. Bunlarin i¢inde yaklasik
100 bin Cegen de bulunmaktadir.

Stalin’in SUrginG: Yizbinlerce

Cecenin Olum Yolculugu

1917°de Carlik Rusyast’nin yikilmasiyla birlik-
te Kuzey Katkasya Cumhuriyeti ilan edilmig;
ancak Sovyet rejiminin Kafkasya politikast
Carlik Rusyasr’'ndan farkli olmamistir. Sovyet-
ler Birligi’nin dagilmastyla birlikte biinyesin-
deki cumhuriyetler de teker teker bagimsizli-
gt ilan ederken, Cegenistan’in bagimsizlig:
yine taninmamigtir.

Stalin yonetimi, 2. Diinya Savasi sirasinda Al-
manlarin Kafkasya’yr isgali sirasinda Alman
birliklerine destek verdigini iddia ederek sa-
vagtan hemen sonra Cegen-Ingus Ozerk Sov-
yet Sosyalist Cumhuriyeti’ni feshederek yerine
Grozni Oblast’n1 kurmus ve halkin tamami-
nin bolgeyi terk ederek Sibirya’ya siirgiin edil-
mesine karar verilmistir. Karara kargt ¢ikanlar
kursuna dizilmigtir. 23 Subat 1944’te baslayan
ve 3 giin stren siirgiinde 500 ila 700 bin Ce-
cen ve Ingus, son derece agir sartlar altinda
yolculuga zorlanmistir. Kendilerine ait her
tirlti mal varligini geride birakan halkin %20
’s1 hava kosullar1 ve aglik sebebiyle hentiz yol-
culuk esnasinda hayatini kaybetmistir. Takip
eden birkac yil icerisinde de bu 6liimler de-
vam etmig ve 6zellikle iklim kosullari sebebiyle
ylzbinlerce insan yasamini yitirmistir. Stirgiin
biiytik bir gizlilik igerisinde gerceklestirilmig
ve diinya kamuoyu bu 6lim yolculugundan
yillar sonra haberdar olmustur. Siirgtin edilen
halk Sibirya’da da rahat birakilmamistir. Her
10 kisiye 1 gozlemci verilerek halk siki kontrol

Deportation of Stalin:

Death Journey of Hundreds of Thou-
sands of Chechen

Together with collapse of Tsarist Russia in
1917, North Caucasian Republic was an-
nounced, but Caucasian policy of Soviet re-
gime did not become different than Tsarist
Russia. While republics within the body of the
Soviet Union started to announce their inde-
pendence one by one together with the collapse
of it, independence of Chechenia was again not
recognised.

Government of Stalin established Grozny
Oblast via abolishing Chechen-Ingush Auton-
omous Soviet Socialist Republic right after the
war because of the accusation that they sup-
ported Germans during Caucasian occupation
of Germany in the Second World War. Fur-
thermore, it was decided that the entire popu-
lation would leave the region and be deported
to Siberia. The ones who opposed this deci-
sion were killed. Between the amount of 500
and 700 thousand Chechen and Ingush were
forced to make this journey which started on
23 February 1944 and continued three days.
They left all their properties behind them-
selves. 20% of them

died while

they were

on
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altinda tutulmus ve insanlarin bulunduklan
yerden 3 km’den fazla uzaklagmalar1 dahi ya-
saklanmugtir.

Cecen ve Inguslar, Kuruscev déneminde ken-
di topraklarina geri donebilmiglerdir. Ancak
stirglin strecinde sahip olduklari topraklara
farkli etnik unsurlar yerlestirildigi igin, bas-
ta iskdn olmak tizere pek ¢ok konuda biyiik
sikintilar yaganmugtir.  1956-1960 tarihleri
arasinda yaklagik 200 bin Cegen ve Ingugun
stirgin bolgelerinden geri donts yaptigr belir-
tilmektedir. 1957°de Sovyetler Birligi Yiiksek
Surasi, 1944’te goge zorlanan ve katledilen Ce-
cen-Inguslarin yurtlarina dénmelerine izin ve-
rerek Cecen-Ingusetya’nin yeniden Sovyetler
Birligi’ne bagli Ozerk Sovyet Sosyalist Cum-

huriyeti olarak kurulmasina karar vermistir.

Sovyetler Birligi'nin Dagilmasi ve
Bagimsizlik ilan

Sovyetler Birligi’nin dagilmasindan sonra bir-
ligi olugturan devletler tek tek bagimsizliklari-
nt ilan etmeye baslamiglardir. Kasim 1990°da
Gegen Ulusal Kongresi’nin bagkanligina Cev-
her Dudayev’in segilmesinin ardindan, Kong-
re’nin baskilar1 sonucu 27 Kasim 1990°da
Cecen-Ingus Sovyet Sosyalist Cumhuriyeti
Yiksek Meclisi egemenligini ilan etmigtir.
Doénemin devlet bagkani Boris Yeltsin’in en-
gellemelerine karsin 27 Ekim 1991°de ulus-
lararast gozlemcilerin gézetiminde segimler
gerceklestirilmis ve Dudayev’in partisi Vay-
nah (Halkimiz) sec¢imleri kazanmustir. Se-
¢imlerden hemen sonra, 1 Kasim 1991’de de,
Cecenistan, SSCB’den ayrildigini ve egemen
bir devlet oldugunu ilan etmigtir. Yeltsin, bu
gelismenin hemen ardindan 8 Kasim’da Ce-
cen-Igkerya Cumhuriyeti’nde olaganiistii hal
ilan etmig ve Grozni'ye askeri birlikler génde-
rilmigtir. Fakat yogun direnis kargisinda Rus
birlikleri geri ¢ekilmek zorunda kalmustir.

the way due to weather conditions and hunger.
Within the following few years, these deaths
continued and especially because of weather
conditions hundreds of thousands of people
died. Deportation occurred secretly and world
public could get information about this death
journey only years after it. However, deported
people were not left in peace also in Siberia.
One observer was given to each ten people and
thus they were kept under tight control. It was
even banned for them not go 3 km far from
their places.

Chechens and Ingush could return their lands
during Kruschev period. However, since oth-
er ethnic groups were placed on their lands
during exile period, there were big incon-
veniences regarding many issues, especially
about settlement. It 1s stated that around 200
thousand Chechen and Ingush returned from
exile regions between the years of 1956-1960.
Supreme Council of the Soviet Union gave
permission in 1957 for return of Chechen and
Ingush who were forced to migrate and mas-
sacred in 1944 to their lands. Moreover, it de-
cided the establishment of Chechen-Ingushe-
tia again as an Autonomous Soviet Socialist
Republic belonging to Soviet Union.

Dispersion of Soviet Union and
Declaration of Independence

After dispersion of Soviet Union, countries
composing the union started to declare their
independence one by one. After the election of
Dzokhar Dudayev as the leader of the Chech-
en National Congress in November 1990, in
result of the presses of the Congress, High
Council of the Chechen-Ingush Autonomous
Soviet Socialist Republic declared its indepen-
dence in November 1990. Despite preventions
of the then President Boris Yeltsin, election




Gegenistan’in  bagimsizlik ilani, daha once
Sovyetler Birligi’ni olugturan cumhuriyetlerle
yapilan antlasmalara ve uluslararasi yasalara
gore mesru olmasina kargin, Cegenistan hig-
bir devlet tarafindan taninmanmug ve Rusya’nin
siyasi, ekonomik ve askeri alandaki baskila-
rina maruz kalmigtir. ‘Rusya Federasyonu
Antlagmas’ni imzalamamig olmasina karsin
Rusya, Cecenistan’1 federasyonun bir parcast
gibi gérmeye devam etmis ve uluslararas: ca-
miada Cecenistan’1 yalnizlagtirmak igin baskict
bir politika izlemistir. Rusya’nin Cecenistan
tizerindeki bu politikalarinin asil nedent, yiiz-
yillardir devam eden Kafkasya héikimiyetini
kaybetme ve Cecenistan’in federasyonu olug-
turan diger unsurlara 6rneklik teskil edecegi
endigesidir.

Dinyanin Gézi Oninde

Birinci Isgal (1994-1996)

Rusya, Cecenistan’da olaganiistii hal, ambar-
go ve politik baskilar yoluyla izledigi bu uy-
gulamalar sonug vermeyince, énce Dudayev
iktidarini devirmek i¢in ugragmus, basar1 sag-
lanamayinca da 11 Aralik 1994’te Cegenistan’a
askeri miidahale baglatmistir. Dénemin Rusya
Savunma Bakani Gracov, iggalin ¢ok kisa sii-
recegini, Grozni’nin iki saatte, tiim Cegenis-
tan’in ise 2 giinde disece@ini iddia etmistir.
Ancak 1sgal samldigr gibi kolay olmamig ve
2 sene stirmustiir. Bu siirecte Amerikan gizli
servisi NSA’nin uydu telefonunu dinleyerek
tesbit ettigi Dudayev’in yeri ile ilgili bilgiyt
Ruslara vermesinden sonra diizenlenen sui-
kast sonucu Dudayev, 21 Nisan 1996’da haya-
tin1 kaybetmistir. 5§ Agustos 1996’da Cegenler
Grozni'yi yeniden ele gecirmis ve Ruslar1 ant-
lagmaya zorlamigtir. 31 Agustos 1996’da imza-
lanan Hasavyurt Antlasmast ile Cegenistan’in
statiisi meselesinin 31 Aralik 2001’den 6nce

was held under supervision of international
observers on 27 October 1991, and Dudayev’s
party Waynakh (Our Society) won the elec-
tion. Right after the election, on 1 November
1991, Chechenia announced that it separated
from SSR and it now became a independent
nation. After this, Yeltsin declared a state of
emergency in Chechen Republic of Ichkeria
on 8 November and military unites were sent
to Grozny. However, against intense resis-
tance, Russian units needed to withdraw.

Despite that declaration of independence of
Chechenia was legal according to agreements
signed with other republics composing Soviet
Union and international law, Chechenia was
not recognized by any country and instead it
was exposed to political, economic and military
oppressions of Russia. Despite that it did not
sign ‘The Treat of Russian Federation’, Rus-
sia continued to see Chechenia as a part of the
federation and followed an oppressive policy in
order to isolate Chechenia on international are-
na. The main reason of such policies of Rus-
sia on Chechenia was the anxiety of loosing its
dominance which has been continuing since
ages over Caucasus and that Chechenia would
be an example for other groups composing the
federation.

First Occupation in Front of the
World’s Eye (1994-1996)

When these applications followed through
state of emergence, embargo and political
pressure in Chechenia did not show result,
Russia first tried to throw Dudayev’s govern-
ment out and when this did not work, it start-
ed a military operation on 11 December 1994.
The then Defence Minister of Russia, Nikolaj

Grachov, asserted that the occupation would
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¢oztime kavusturulmas: karara baglanmustir.
Ocak 1997°de yapilan se¢imleri Aslan Masha-
dov kazanmig ve Cecenistan’in yeni cumhur-
bagkan1 olmugtur.

1994-1996 yillari arasinda devam eden ilk
savasta yaklasik 100 bin Cecen hayatini kay-
betmis ve yaklagtk 400 bin Cecen de miltect
konumuna dusgmiistiir. Bu korkung can ka-
yiplarinin disinda tilke de harap olmus, bitiin
altyapa tesisleri, kamu binalar1, yasam alanlari,
ibadethaneler, egitim kurumlari ve dogal alan-
lar tahrip edilmistir. Niifusu 1 milyon civarin-
da olan bir iilke i¢in bu tablo, tilkede savagtan
etkilenmeyen, bir yakinini kaybetmeyen, evi
zarar gormeyen tek bir kisi bile kalmadigini
ortaya koymaktadir.

Uluslararasi Hukuka Gére
Bagimsiz, Fakat Taninmayarak
Yok Sayilan Bir Ulke

30 Agustos 1996’da imzalanan ve Hasavyurt
Sozlegmesi olarak da gecen ‘Rusya Federas-
yonu ve Cecen Cumhuriyeti Kargilikli Tligkiler
Temelini Belirleme Prensipleri Antlagmasy’
geregince 12 Mayis 1997’de ‘Rusya Federas-
yonu ve Ickeriya Cecenya Cumhuriyeti Ara-
sinda Barig ve Kargihkl Iliskiler Hakkinda
Antlagma’ imzalanmugtir. Cegen tarafi bu ant-
lagsmanin uluslararast hukuk ve uygulamalara
gore Rusya’nin aslinda Cecenistan’t bagimsiz
bir milli devlet olarak tamdigini kanitladigini
ileri stirmiigtiir. Ancak Afganistan disinda hig-
bir devlet ya da uluslararas: kurulug Cecenis-
tan’1t bagimsiz bir devlet olarak tanimamustir.

Rusya 1998’de bazi seriat uygulamalarini ve
adam kagirma olaylarini gerekce gostererek
Gegenistan’in bazi bolgelerini vurmakla teh-
dit etmis, ancak yine de Cegenistan’a federas-
yonun tiyesi olmast icin teklif gotirilmiigtiir.
Bu siirecte Cegenistan’da bagimsiz bir Islam

be so short since Grozny would fall within
two hours while Chechenia would fall within
two days. However, the occupation did not
become easy as it was expected and continued
for two years. During this process, in result
of the assassination organized after National
Security Agency of the U.S. informed Russia
about the place of Dudayev via listening sat-
ellite phone, he was killed on 21 April 1996.
Chechens regained Grozny on 5 August 1996
and forced Russians to make an agreement.
By Khasavyurt Ceasefire signed on 31 August
1996, it was decided that status of Chechenia
would be solved before 31 December 2001.
Aslan Maskhadov won the election held in
January 1997 and became the new President
of Chechenia.

During the first war continued between the
years of 1994-1996, around 100 thousand
Chechen people lost their lives and around 400
thousand Chechen became refugees. Apart
from these terrible casualties, the country be-
came devastated; all infrastructure facilities,
public buildings, living spaces, places of wor-
ship, educational institutions and natural areas
were destroyed. Such a scene for a country
with population of 1 million shows that there
was not even a single person who could not
be affected from war, did not loose one of his/
her family member, and whose house was not

damaged.

A Country That is Independent
According to International Law

But Ignored by Non-Recognition

In compliance with “The Agreement of Prin-
ciples for Determination of Basis of Rela-
tions Between the Russian Federation and
Chechenia Republic’ which is also known as
Khasavyurt Accord signed on 30 August 1996,
“T'reaty on Peace and the Principles of Mutu-




devleti kurulmasi ihtimalinin Rusya’yr olduk-
¢a tedirgin ettigi ve bu duruma 6nlem almaya
ittigi soylenebilir. Zira Orta Asya’da Tacikis-
tan ve Ozbekistan’daki Islami hareketin gi-
derek giiclenmesi ve basarih bir Cecenistan
deneyiminin bu hareketlere ilham verebilecegi
kuskusu, Rusya’nin, Cecenistan’in bagimsizli-
gint tanimamasinin en 6nemli nedenlerinden

biridir.

Bir Cesit 11 Eylil Senaryosu:

ikinci isgal Hazirliklar:

Rusya, 31 Agustos 1999’da Moskova, 16 Ey-
lal 1999’da Volgodonsk’ta gerceklesen ve 293
kisinin hayatin1 kaybettigi patlamalari ve Samil
Basayev komutasindaki giiclerin Dagistan’a
girmesini gerekce gostererek 6nce Dagistan’a
ardindan Cegenistan’a saldirmistir. Ancak kisa
stire sonra patlamalarin Rus askeri istihbarat
servisi GRU ile igbirligi i¢inde olan Rus Gii-
venlik Servisi FSB tarafindan gerceklestirildi-
gi ortaya ¢ikmustir. Bu tablo 11 Eylil olaylar:
ile buiytik benzerlikler icermektedir. Bu konu-
da Alev Erkilet sunlari sdylemektedir:

“Her iki olayda da faillerin Islamct militanlar ol-
dugu éne stirtilmiis; her ikisi de kendisini Islam
devleti olarak tanimlayan devletlerin (Cegenistan
ve Afganistan) saldirya ugramasi ve iggali ile so-
nuclanmustir. Her ikisi de genig kapsamli emper-
yalist temizlik operasyonlarimin gerekgesi haline
getirilmigtir.”

Bu iki patlamadan sonra, 22 Eylil'de Mosko-
va’nin giiney bolgesindeki bir apartmanin bod-
rum katinda bomba diizenekleri ile kargilagil-
mustir. Gozaltina alinan siipheli t¢ kisininse
FSB ajan: oldugu ortaya ¢ikmistir. Bu durum
diger giiclii kanitlarla birlikte, Moskova ve Vol-
godonosk’taki patlamalarin da ‘terdrist Islamci-
larin’ degil Cecenistan’1 bir kez dahaiggal etmek
icin senaryo hazirlayan Rusya’nin isi oldugunu

al Relations Between the Russian Federation
and Chechen Republic of Ichkeria’ was signed
on 12 May 1997. Chechenia argued that this
agreement proves according to international
law and applications that Russia actually rec-
ognizes Chechenia as an independent national
state. However, except Afghanistan, no other
state or international institution recognized
Chechenia as an independent state.

Russia threatened to hit some regions of
Chechenia by showing some shariah applica-
tions and kidnappings as reasons in 1998. It
can be said that, during this process, possi-
bility of the establishment of an independent
Islamic state in Chechenia bothered Russia a
lot and pushed it to take precautions. Because,
Islamic movement was getting more powerful
in Tajikistan and Uzbekistan in Central Asia
and there was a suspicion that a successful
experience of Chechenia would inspire these
countries. This was one of the most important
reasons for Russia to not recognize the inde-
pendence of Chechenia.

A Kind of September 11 Scenario:
Preparations for the Second Occupation

Russia attacked first Dagestan and then
Chechenia on 31 August 1999 by showing
the explosions occurred in Volgodonsk on 16
September 1999 in which 193 people died and
the entrance of forces of Shamil Basayev into
Dagestan as reasons. However, after a shot-pe-
riod of time, it was revealed that the explosions
were carried out by Russian Security Service in
cooperation with Russian Military Intelligence
Service GRU. This scene has great similarities
with September 11 events. Alev Erkilet says
the followings in that regard:

“In both events, it was argued that perpetrators
were Islamist militants;, both of them ended in
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ka-
nit-
lamakta-
dir. Nitekim
resmi agizlardan
verilen bilgilere gore Rusya, Cegenistan’t ig-
gal hazirliklarina Agustos ve Eylil 1999’da
gerceklesen olaylardan 6 ay kadar énce bagla-
mustir. Rus Kargilagstirmali Politika Enstitiist
tiyesi Boris Kagarlitsky olaydan sonra konuyla
ilgili olarak gu ¢arpici agiklamay1 yapmugtir:
“FSB ajanlart bombay! yerlestirirken suglistii
yakalannuslardir. Zanlhlar polis tarafindan tu-
tuklannuslar, fakat ellerindeki FSB kimliklerini
gostererek kurtulmaya calisnuglardir.”

Polis tarafindan tutuklanmig olmalarina kargin
ti¢ FSB ajanin, ertesi giin gizli servisin giri-
simleriyle salverilmigtir. Yapilan agiklamada;
‘apartmanin bodrumunda bomba olmadigi,
sadece bir egitim tatbikati yapildigr’ séylen-
mustir.

Bir Milleti Yok Etme Operasyonu:

ikinci isgal (1999)

22 Eylil 1999°da Cegenistan bombalanmaya
baglanmustir. Bir ay icerisinde onbinlerce kisi,
hedef gozetilmeksizin ve araliksiz siirdiiriilen
hava bombardimanlar1 sebebiyle hayatini kay-
betmistir. Kasim ayimna gelindiginde zorlu kig
sartlar1 altinda bombalardan kagarak hayatin

attack and occupation of states describ-
ing themselves as Islamic state (Chechenia
and Afghanistan). Both of them was made
grounds for far-reaching imperialist cleaning
operations.”

After these two explosions, on 22 Septem-
ber, bomb set-ups were found at basement of
a building on south of Moscow. It was found
out that three suspects who were arrested were
actually FSB agents. This situation together
with other strong evidences proves that explo-
sions in Volgodonsk and Moscow were not
organized by ‘terrorist Islamists’ but by Russia
itself which was planning a scenario in order
to occupy Chechenia again. In fact, according
to information gathered from official sources,
Russia started preparations for the occupation
of Chechenia sixth months ago, just after the
events which occurred in August and Septem-
ber 1999. Boris Kagarlitsky, senior research
fellow at the Institute for Comparative Polit-
ical Studies of Russian Academy of Sciences,
made this striking statement regarding the is-
sue:

“FSB agents were caught out. Defendants were
arrested by police, but tried to be freed via show-
ing their FSB identities.”

Despite they were arrested by police, these
three FSB agents were released the following
day by the initiatives of the secret service. It
was stated that ‘there was no bomb at the base-
ment of the building, and this was only an ed-
ucational practice.’

Operation for Destruction of a Nation:
The Second Occupation (1999)

Chechenia was started to be bombed on 22
September 1999. Tens of thousands of people
lost their lives within a month due to contin-
uous air bombardments continued without



kurtarmak isteyen yaklagik 200 bin Cecen si-
nirlara birikmistir. Ozellikle komsu Inguset-
ya’ya iltica etmek icin bekleyenler siddetli
yagmur altinda uzun kuyruklar olusturmus-
tur. Uluslararas: haber ajanslarinin verdigi bil-
gilere gore, Nisan 2000’e gelindiginde 40 bin
Cegen hava bombardimanlari sebebiyle haya-
tin1 kaybetmistir. Biitiin bu yapilanlar, Cegen
halkinin kokiiniin kazinmak istendigine ve
tam bir soykirima igaret etmektedir.

Ikinci isgal 6ncesindeki siirecin bagindan iti-
baren uyguladig: siddet yanlis1 politika ile Rus
kamuoyunda popiilaritesini yiikselten Vladi-
mir Putin, Cegenistan’daki ikinci iggal stireci-
nin de mimar1 olmustur. Devlet yonetiminin
bagina gectikten sonra da soykirim politikasint
stirdiiren Putin; “Silahini teslim etmeyen her-
kes terorist sayilacak” diyecek kadar ileri git-
migtir. Bu acimasiz politikalarina ragmen Pu-
tin uluslararasi camiada higbir tepkiye maruz
kalmamus, bilakis takdir gérmiistiir. Bill Clin-
ton, Putin’in Rusya’yr kurtardigini s6ylemis,
dénemin ABD Dusigleri Bakani Madeleine
Albright, Putin’i ‘liberal bir reformcu’ olarak
tanimlamgtir.

Ote yandan isgal devam ederken 2001 yilinda
ABD’de gerceklesen 11 Eylil olaylari Rusya
icin ¢ok 6nemli bir bahane olmustur. 11 Eylil
sonrast ABD’nin terdérizmle miicadele soyle-
mini Rusya da kullanmis ve Cegenistan tize-
rindeki politikalarini diinya kamuoyunda bu
soylemle mesrulastirmaya ¢aligmigtir. Ulusla-
rarast medya organlarinin ve ABD, Ingiltere
ve diger Avrupa iilkelerinin tam destegi ile bir
stire sonra bu imaj diinya kamuoyunda kabul
gormilg; ‘Cegenistan’in tam bir terdr yuvast
oldugu ve operasyonlarin Rusya’nin giivenligi
icin gerekli oldugu’ soylemi ile iggal ve soyki-
rim uygulamalari megrulagtirilmaya caligilmig-
tir.

aiming at anyone. In November, around 200
thousand Chechen people who escaped from
bombardments under harsh winter conditions
and wanted to save their lives gathered around
Chechen borders. Especially the ones, who
were waiting to seek refuge in neighbour In-
gushetia, did have long queues under heavy
rain. According to information shared by inter-
national news agencies, 40 thousand Chechen
lost their lives as of April 2000. All these point
to a genocide and that Chechen people were

wanted to be killed off.

Vladimir Putin, who increased his popular-
ity in Russian public through a pro-violence
policy started to be implemented since the be-
ginning of the process prior to second occupa-
tion, also became the architect of the second
occupation in Chechenia. Putin continued his
genocide policy after he came to power. He
even said that “Anyone who did not leave his/
her weapon would be accepted as terrorist.”
Despite his pitiless policies, Putin was not ex-
posed to any reaction on international arena.
Bill Clinton said that Putin saved Russia and
the then Foreign Minister of the U.S., Al-
bright, described Putin as ‘a liberal reformist’.

On the other hand,
while the oc-
cupation
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Gegenistan’daki bu ikinci iggal sirasinda yakla-
sik 150 bin Cegen hayatini kaybetmistir. Top-
lam 424 koyden 270’1 kullanilamaz hale gel-
mistir. Bu iggalle birlikte toplam miilteci sayisi
500 bini gegmistir. Cegen miilteciler bugiin
bagta cevre bolgeler olmak tizere diinyanin bir-
cok tilkesine dagilmig bir sekilde ve zor sartlar
altinda hayatta kalma miicadelesi vermeye de-
vam etmektedir.

Uretilen Son C6zi0m: Zorunlu isbirligi

2000 yilindan itibaren Cecenistan’da kontro-
li ele geciren Rusya, konvansiyonel savasgtan
sivillerin hedef alindig1 kirli bir savasa gecis
yapmugtir. Bu stiregte onbinlerce insan hukuk
dis1 yollarla g6zaltina alinmus ve bircogu gozal-
tindayken kaybolmus, bir kisminin da cesedi-
ne ulagilabilmigtir. Rusya bu siirecte diinya ka-
muoyunda savagin bittigi ve her seyin normale
dondtgi, yalnizca savag esnasinda Cegenlere
liderlik eden birkag kiginin yakalanmas: icin
kiictik operasyonlar diizenlendigi imajini olug-
turmaya ¢aligmistir. Moskova yanlist Ahmed
Kadirov’a 2000 yilinda kurdurulan hiikiimet
halk tarafindan taninmamis ve Cecen halki
Aslan Mashadov’a baghligini siirdirmiistiir.

2003 yilinda anayasa, bagkanlik ve parlamento
se¢imleri gibi konularda gostermelik bir refe-
randum diizenleyen Rus yonetimi, daha sonra
saibeli bir secimle Ahmed Kadirov’'un se¢imi
kazandigini agiklamigtir. Ancak Kadirov kisa
siire sonra 9 Mayis 2004’te Grozni Stadyu-
mu’ndaki bir kutlama esnasinda gerceklesen
patlamada hayatini kaybetmistir. Bunun tizeri-
ne yine Rus yanlis1 Ali Alhanov devlet bagkani
secilmis, fakat yonetim fillen Ahmed Kadi-
rov'un oglu Ramzan Kadirov’un elinde kal-
mugtir. 2007 yilinda resmen devlet yonetiminin
bagina gecen Kadirov yonetiminde bugiine
kadar gelinmigtir. Rusya’nin bu dénemde Ka-

continuing, September 11 events became an
important excuse for Russia. Russia also used
the discourse of the U.S. after September 11,
‘fight against terrorism’, and tried to legitimize
its policies over Chechenia with this discourse
in world public. This image was accepted af-
ter a while in world public via support of in-
ternational media organs, the U.S.; England
and other European countries. Applications of
occupation and genocide were tried to be le-
gitimized via discourse of ‘Chechenia is a total
terror house and operations are necessary for
security of Russia.’

Around 150 thousand Chechen people lost
their lives during this second occupation. In
total, 270 villages out of 424 villages became
unusable. With this occupation, the amount
of refugees became more than 500 thousand.
Chechen refugees today are scattered all
around the world, especially in nearby regions,
and continue to give struggle for survival un-
der difficult conditions.

The Last Solution: Obligatory Cooperation

Russia, which took control of Chechenia since
2000, switched from conventional war to a
dirty war in which civilians were targeted.
During this process, tens of thousands of peo-
ple were arrested with illegal ways and most
of them became lost under custody. Bodies
of only some of them could be found. Russia
tried to give an image during this process that
the war was over, everything returned to nor-
mal, and small operations were organized in
order to catch a few Chechen leader. The gov-
ernment established by pro-Moscow Ahmed
Kadyrov in 2000 was not recognized by people
and they instead continued their support for

Maskhadov.

Russian government organized a perfuncto-




dirov yonetimine destek verdigi, sosyal ve eko-
nomik alanda baz iyilestirmelerin yapilmasina
destek vererek Cecenistan’daki muhalif grup-
lar1 bertaraf ettigi goriilmektedir. Ancak yasa-
nan bu siirecin, iggal stirecindeki acilart unut-
turmast ve hayatin normale dénmesi pek kolay
gozitkmemektedir.

isgalin Gerekgeleri

Sovyetler Birligi’nin dagilmasindan sonra
pek cok tilkenin bagimsizligini ilan ettigi bir
doénemde Cegenistan’in bagimsizliginin hem
Rusya tarafindan, hem de diinya kamuoyu
tarafindan kabul gérmemesinin ve Rusya’nin
Cegenistan’1 iggal ederek 20. ytizyilin en buytk
soykirimlarindan  birini  gerceklestirmesinin
birka¢ énemli sebebi bulunmaktadir.

Bunlarin ilki, hi¢ kuskusuz Kafkasya cograf-
yasinin Rusya icin tarih boyunca tagidigi bii-
yik énemdir. Cegenistan da Kafkasya cograf-
yasinin ¢ok 6nemli bir noktasinda jeopolitik ve
jeostratejik 6nemi bulunan bir devlettir. Boy-
lesine kritik bir bolgede, Rusya’nin ytizyillar-
dir gérmek istemedigi bir devletin kurulmas:
fikri Rusya’ya hicbir zaman kabul edilebilir
gelmemistir. Ote yandan Rusya, giiney sinir-
larin1 kontrol altinda tutmak i¢in de Cegenis-
tan’a biiyiik 6nem vermistir. Ozellikle ayn:
cografyada bulunan ve Sovyetler’den ayrilarak
bagimsizligini ilan eden Giircistan ve Azer-
baycan gibi iilkelerle benzer sorunlar yagamak
1stememistir.

Gegenistan iggalinin ikinci nedeni ise ekono-
miktir. Zira Cegenistan 6nemli bir petrol tre-
ticisidir ve kritik bir glizergih tizerinde boru
hatlarina sahiptir. Savag 6ncesi donemde yilda
22 milyon ton petroliin gikartildigi Cecenis-
tan’da, Azerbaycan ve Kazakistan’dan gelen
onemli boru hatlar1 da bulunmaktadir. Rus-
ya’nin petrol ihracinda tig boru hatti alternatifi

ry referendum regarding issues like constitu-
tion, presidency and parliamentary elections in
2003. Later on, it was announced that Ahmed
Kadyrov won the elections (with a question-
able election). However, after a short period
of time, Kadyrov lost his life with an explosion
occurred during a celebration at Grozny Sta-
dium on 9 May 2004. After that, pro-Russian
Alu Alkhanov became the president, but man-
agement actually stayed in hands of Ramzan
Kadyrov, son of Ahmed Kadyrov. Kadyrov
took power officially in 2007 and he still has
it. It is seen that Russia supported Kadyrov in
order for him to make some improvements in
social and economic fields. It also supports for
the removal of opposition groups in Cheche-
nia. However, it seems that it is not easy for
this process to make the miseries of occupation
be forgotten, and for life to turn back to nor-

mal.

Reasons of Occupations

There are some important reasons of Russia
and world public not to recognize indepen-
dence of Chechenia during a period within
which many countries declared independence
after dispersion of Soviet Union, and occupa-
tion of Chechenia and practice of one of the
biggest genocides of the 20th century by Rus-
sia.

The first is, undoubtedly, great importance
of the geography of Caucasus for Russia
throughout history. Chechenia is a state hav-
ing geopolitical and geostrategic importance
which locates at a very important point of this
geography. In such a critical region, the idea of
the establishment of a state that Russia did not
want to see there for centuries was never ac-
ceptable for Russia. On the other hand, Russia
gave great importance to Chechenia in order to
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bulunmaktadir: Bunlardan birincisi Azerbay-
can-Iran ve Tiirkiye tizerinden Akdeniz’e ula-
san Bakii-Ceyhan Boru Hatty, ikincisi Giircis-
tan Uzerinden Karadeniz’e tagima yapilmast,
liglinciisti ise petroliin Cegenistan tizerinden
Karadeniz’de Rusya sinirlart icerisinde bulu-
nan Novorosisk Limanr’na ulagtirnilmasidir. Bu
alternatiflerden Rusya i¢in en diigiitk maliyetli
ve en yliksek kar getirecek olani ti¢tinciistdir.
Ancak bu ihtimalin hayata gecirilebilmesi icin
de Cegenistan’daki Rus hakimiyetinin saglan-
mast gerektigi aciktir. Rusya’nin Cecenistan’t
yalnizca sahip oldugu petrol rezervleri icin
degil, petrol tagimacihigindaki kritik konumu
sebebiyle de 6nemsedigi sdylenebilir.

Isgalin ve soykirimin bir diger 6nemli sebebi
ise Cecenistan’da var olan Islami dinamiklerin
giderek glglenmesi ve bolgedeki diger un-
surlar igin 6rneklik tegkil etmesi ihtimalidir.
Nitekim bu cografyada gergeklesecek basarili
bir Cegenistan érneginin, Kafkasya ve Orta
Asya’da yer alan diger devletler ya da hareket-
ler i¢in orneklik teskil etmesi kuvvetle muh-
temeldir. Boyle bir durumun Rusya’nin uzun
vadede bolgesel ve kiiresel aktorligiine 6nemli
sikintilar doguracagr aciktir. Cegenistan halki-
nin koékli bir Islami bilince sahip oldugunu,
Islami bir yagam tarzimin yerlesik oldugunu
soylemek pek miimkiin degildir. Buna ragmen
hamisi duygularla motive olan, isgal sirasinda
Rusya’nin soykirim uygulamalariyla Islami-
yet'e daha ¢ok sarilan Cegen halkinin bolgede
bir dinamizm yaratma ihtimali Rusya’ya her
zaman tedirginlik vermistir.

Ote yandan Rusya i¢ politikada Cecenistan’da
stirdirdigii isgali her zaman kullanmistir.
Ilk isgal Boris Yeltsin’in prestijini arttirmaya
ve yeniden bagkan segilmesine yararken, ikin-
ci iggal Yeltsin’in veliaht1 olarak kabul edilen
Vladimir Putin’in sahne alarak kisa stire sonra

control its south borders. Russia does not want
to have similar problems with Georgia and
Azerbaijan which are in the same region and
declared independence after Soviet Union.

The second reason of the occupation of Chech-
enia 1s economic. Because, Chechenia is an im-
portant oil producer and has pipelines on a crit-
ical route. Before the war, yearly 22 million ton
petroleum was taken out there. Additionally,
the pipelines coming from Azerbaijan and Ka-
zakhstan are also there. There are three alter-
native pipelines for petroleum export of Rus-
sia: Firstly, Baku-Ceyhan Pipe Line reaching
Mediterranean Sea over Azerbaijan-Iran and
Turkey, secondly, transportation to Black Sea
over Georgia, and thirdly, transportation of
petroleum to Novorossiysk Harbour locating
in Black Sea in Russia over Chechenia. The
least costly and most profitable one among
these alternatives for Russia is the third one.
However, it is obvious that for the realization
of this option, Russian dominance should be
provided in Chechenia. It can be said that
Chechenia is important for Russia not only for
petroleum reserves but also for its critical loca-
tion for transportation of petroleum.

Another important reason of the occupation
and genocide is that existing Islamic dynam-
ics have been becoming more powerful, and
this can be an example for other groups in
the region. In fact, it is very possible that a
successful Chechenia example in this geogra-
phy would be an example for other states and
movements in Caucasus and Central Asia. It
is clear that such a situation would cause seri-
ous problems against regional and global role
of Russia in long period. The possibility that
Chechen people -who become motivated by
heroic emotions and more connected to Islam
because of genocide of Russia during occupa-




gergeklestirilecek secimleri kazanmasi sagla-
mugtir. Bu konuda Dr. Aslanbeg Kadiyev su
yorumu yapmaktadir:

“Birinci Cegen savasimn siyasal amaci, Boris
Yeltsin'in popiilerligini arttirmak ve onu 1996'da
tekrar baskan sectirmekti. Bu ikinci savagin ne-
deniyse, eski bir KGB ajani ve baskan Yeltsin'in
veliahti olan basbakan Viadimir Putin’in gelecek
secimlerde bagkan olmasu saglamaktir. Bu yilin
baglarimda Rus kentlerinde bombalanan apart-
manlar Rus isgalini hakli gostermek amaciyla
kullamilnustir.”

Gergek Bir Soykirnm Hareketi

Diinya devletlerinin ‘Rusya’nin i¢ sorunu’
olarak gérmeyi tercih ettigi, uluslararas: kuru-
luslarin gérmezden gelerek zemin hazirladigy,
Rusya’nin da ‘terorle miicadele’ séylemiyle
mesrulagtirmaya caligtig iggal stirecinin aslin-
da tam bir soykirim oldugu acikca ortadadir.

Isgal siirecinde Cegenistan’da bulunan Ame-
rikali gazeteci Thomas Goltz, gozlemlerinden
hareketle kaleme aldig1 ‘Chechnya Dairy/Ce-
cenistan Gunlig’ adli eserinde bu konudaki
disgtincelerini su sozlerle dile getirmektedir:

“Ashinda, pek ¢cok Cecen ‘birinci’ ve ‘ikinci’ sa-
vaslar arasinda herhangi bir ayrim gozetmez.
1991°de Sovyetler Birligi’nin dagilmasmdan bu-
gtine kadarki donemin tamamina Rusya’yla nice-
dir devam eden soguk, serin, ik ve sicak catisma
goziiyle bakar, Cecenleri yeryiiziinden silme girisi-
minin, neredeyse her 50 yilda bir tekrarlanan, en
son halkasi olarak tammlarlar. Tek kelimeyle soy-
kirim. Bu bakis agisma katlip katiimadigimdan
emin degilim, ama ¢ogu Cegen’in inandigi budur.
Hem 100,000’in iizerinde sivil ve savascinin oldii-
gii hem de hayatta kalanlarin tamaminmin miilteci
olmaya zorlandigi veya viraneye cevrilmis kentle-
rinin, kasabalarinin ve koylerinin harabelerinde
miinzevi bir hayat yasamaya mecbur birakildikla-

tion- would create a dynamism in the region
has always concerned Russia.

On the other hand, Russia always used the
occupation of Chechenia for domestic policy.
While the first occupation helped to increase
the prestige of Yeltsin and thus he could be
re-elected, the second occupation helped Vlad-
imir Putin -who was accepted as heir of Yeltsin
and took the initiative for occupation- to won
the elections held shortly after that. In that re-
gard, Dr. Arslanbek Kadiev makes the follow-
ing comments:

“The political aim of the first occupation of
Chechenia was to increase the popularity of
Yeltsin and make him re-elected in 1996.
The reason of the second war was to make
it happen that a former KGB agent and heir
of Yeltsin, prime minister Putin, would be
the president in following elections. Bombed
building in Russian cities at the beginning of
this year were used to legitimize the Russian
occupation.”

A Real Genocide Application

It is clear that occupations were real genocides
despite that world countries preferred to see
the occupations as ‘internal problem of Rus-
sia’, international institutions paved the way
for via ignoring, and Russia tried to legitimize
them via discourse of ‘fight against terrorism’.
American journalist Thomas Goltz, who was
in Chechenia during the occupation, writes the
followings in his work called ‘Chechnya Diary’
based on his observations:

“In fact, for a Chechen, there is no difference be-
tween the ‘first’ and the ‘second’ war. Instead, he/
she sees the entire period starting from the col-
lapse of Soviet Union in 1991 till now as a cold,
cool, timid and warm fight with Russia continuing
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tecriibelerine bakacak olursak, boyle bir seye
inandiklar icin onlart suclamak haksizltk olur.”

Fatma Tung Yasar ise yaganan siirecin bir mil-
letin varolug miicadelesi oldugunu vurgulaya-
rak sunlar1 soyler:

“Cegenistan 'da yagananlar, degisen uluslararasi
konjonktiir ile baglantili olarak farkl sekillerde
algilanmustir. Oysa Cecenistan sorunu ne milli-
yetcilik akumlarmmn etkisiyle ortaya ¢ikmug etnik
bir catisma, ne de 11 Eyliil sonrast ifade edildigi
sekliyle bir terorle miicadele operasyonudur. Ta-
rihsel siire¢ Cecenistan'daki sorunun, din, dil,
etnisite ve cografi aidiyet unsurlarini bir arada
barindiran bir var olug miicadelesi oldugunu gos-
termektedir.”

Rusya’nin Cegenistan’da gergeklestirdigi soy-
kirimi farkl boyutlariyla tanimlayan Haleddin
Ibrahimli, soykirim olgusunun yalnizca insan-
lar1 katletmek anlamina gelmedigini hatirlatir:

“Soykirum, ahalinin yalmz fiziki olarak yok edil-
mesi degildir. Eger bir halk kendi toplu, gelenek-
sel yasama imkanlarint kaybediyor, toplu sekilde
oldiiriliyor, etnodemografik facialara siirtikle-
niyorsa, demek ki soykirima mahkum edilmigtir.
Cegenler artik eski yerlesim birimlerini, normal
yasam kosullarini kaybetmisler, Rusya bu halka

since a while. Chechen people also describe
this period as the last chain of the attempt
of removing Chechen people from earth and
which repeats in each 50 years. [ am not sure
whether I agree with this point of view but this
is what most of Chechen people believe. Howev-
er, it would be unjust to accuse them in believing
something like that if we consider their social ex-
periences within last ten years in which more than
100 thousand civilian and fighters died, the sur-
viving ones were forced to become refugees or to
live a secluded life in ruins of their towns, village
and cities that were devastated.”

Fatma Tunc Yasar says the followings by
pointing that this is a survival struggle for a
nation:

“What is happening in Chechenia has been per-
ceived differently according to changing interna-
tional conjuncture. However, problem of Chech-
enia is neither an ethnic fight started due to
nationalist movements nor an operation for fight
against terror as it was argued after September
11. Historical process shows that the problem in
Chechenia is the struggle for survival including
elements like religion, language, ethnicity and
geographical belonging.”

Haleddin Ibrahimli describes the genocide by
Russia in Chechenia with its different dimen-
sions and reminds that genocide is not only
killing people:

“Genocide is not only removal of people physi-
cally. If a society looses its opportunity of living
together and traditionally, is killed altogether, is
being dragged into ethno-demographic disasters,
then it is sentecned to genocide. Chechen people
lost their old living places and normal living con-
ditions. Russia offers them to live on a tree like a
bird or inside water like a fish. Chechen people do
not have the will and power to fix what Russians




sanki kug gibi agacta, balik gibi suda yasama-
i teklif ediyor. Onlarin dagittiklarini onarmak
istegi ve giicii ise yoktur. Mevcut durum, Cegen
varhgmm ortadan kaldirdmasini, maksimum
derecede azaltilmasini, bir milletin kokiintin ku-
rutulmasin ortaya koyan act bir gercektir. Bu,
gercek bir jenosittir”

Kimyasal Silah, Keyfi Tutuklamalar,
Toplama Kamplari ve iskence

Rusya, kurulug amacini ‘teroristleri sivillerden
ayiklamak’ olarak tanimladig: toplama kamp-
lar1 kurmus ve bu kamplarda binlerce insani
toplayarak sistematik igkenceye tibi tutmus-
tur. Bu insanlarin pek ¢ogu iskence ve teca-
viize maruz kaldiktan sonra oldirtlmistir.
Oysa bu insanlarin pek azi silahli miicadele-
ye katilmigtir. Ornegin en buyiik kamp olan
Cernokovozo’daki yaklagik 1000 tutuklunun
yalnizca 7 tanesi savasa katilmistir.

Rusya’nin Cegenistan iggali sirasinda yaptig
haberler ve roportajlar nedeniyle tutuklanan
ve toplama kampina gonderilen Rus-Ameri-
kan gazeteci Andrew Babitski sunlar1 soyle-
mektedir:

“Ben de istisnasiz herkes gibi aym davramgla
karsilastim. Yani coplarla doviildiim. Kamptay-
ken bir kadina ‘iskence’ ettiler. Baska bir sozciik
bulamadigim igin ‘igkence’ diyorum. (...) Stalin
donemindeki kamplart hepimiz okumusuzdur,
Alman kamplaru da biliriz, iste buradaki kamp-
larda da ayni seyler vardi.”

Insan haklar 6rgiitleri, Cecenistan’da yaganan
bu dram karsisinda gozlem yapmak, bolge
insanina insani yardim ulagtirmak ya da ra-
porlama faaliyetinde bulunmak istediklerinde
Rusya’nin sert ve olumsuz miidahalesiyle, bii-

rokratik ve hukuki engellemelerle kargilagmig- |

lardir. Yardim malzemelerinin pek coguna el
konulmus, sivil toplum kurulugu yetkilileri tu-

dissipated. The existing situation is a painful fact
showing the removal, and decrement of Chechen
existence at maximum level, and eradication of a
nation. This is a real genocide.”

Chemical Weapons, Random Arrests,
Concentration Camps and Torture

Russia established concentration camps whose
aim was described as ‘separation of terrorists
from civilians’. Thousands of people have
been collected and tortured there. Many of
them collected there were killed after torture
and rape. In fact, very few of them involved
in armed struggle. For example; only 7 of the
1000 arrested people in the biggest camp at-
tended the war.

Russian-American journalist Andrew Babits-
ki -who was arrested because of his news and
interviews that he conducted during the oc-
cupation of Russia, and sent to concentration
camps- says these:

“I also experienced exactly the same things as
others. It means that, I was beaten by batons They
tortured a woman there. I am saying torture since
[ cannot find another word. (...) We all have read
the camps in Sta-

lin’s period.
We also
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tuklanmug ve hatta iskence gérmiistiir. Yine de
bu sartlar altinda yapilan caligmalar neticesin-
de hazirlanan raporlarda, keyfi tutuklamalarin
yapildigy, insanlarin gézaltindayken kayboldu-
gu, tecaviiz ve igkence olaylarinin korkutucu
boyutlara ulagtigi belirtilmektedir.

Ote yandan Rusya, Cecenistan’da uluslararas:
hukuka gore kullanilmasi yasak olan pek ¢ok
silah1 Cecen sivillere kargt kullanmaktan da ce-
kinmemigtir. Bunlarin baginda kimyasal silah-
lar gelmektedir. Vakum, napalm, yangin bom-
balari, hava yakit patlayicilart ve scut fiizeleri
de Cegen sivilleri hedef alarak binlerce kisinin
olimiine neden olan ve uluslararast hukukta
kullanilmas yasak olan silahlardan bazilaridir.

Isgalle Dagilan Bir Ulke: 500 Bin Milteci
Rusya’nin  Cegenistan’da stirdurdugii 1sgal
ve soykirim hareketinin en aci sonuglarindan
biri de sayilari 1 milyona yaklagan miilteciler
olmustur. Her iki iggal stirecinde de sivil halk,
kendilerini hedef alan ve can giivenliklerini or-
tadan kaldiran saldirilardan kagmak ve hayatta
kalabilmek igin gareyi go¢ etmekte bulmustur.
Murat Yilmaz bu konuda gu carpici tesbitleri
yapmaktadir:

“1994-96 savast boyunca ve hala devam etmekte
olan savasta go¢ eden insanlarin sayist ayri ayri
500 bini bulmaktadir. Bu insanlar saatte dort
binden fazla patlamanin yasandigi Cecen kentle-
rinden, daha emin olarak gordiikleri komgu iilke-
lere ve bolgelere go¢ edebildikleri icin kendilerini
sansh saymaktadirlar. (...) Ozellikle son 10 yil
icerisinde’, Cegenistan da yasayan bircok kigi igin
go¢ cogu zaman tek cikis yolu olmugtur. Bu baski
cemberinde insanlar yogun bombardiman neti-
cesinde hayatini kaybetme ya da yaralanip sakat
kalma tehlikesiyle karsi karsiyadir. Kacirilma,
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know German camps. These Russian camps had
also similar things.”

Human rights organizations were exposed to
harsh and negative intervention of Russia, and
bureaucratic and legal impediments when they
wanted to make observation for this drama ex-
perienced in Chechenia, to give humanitarian
aid to people in the region or to be in activity
of reporting. Many of the helping materials
were seized, authorities of civil society organi-
zations were arrested and even tortured. Yet, it
is indicated in reports prepared in result of re-
searches conducted under such conditions that
random arrests were made, people became lost
under custody, and rape and torture reached a

scary level.

On the other hand, Russia did not abstain
from using many weapons that are banned to
be used according to international law against
Chechen civilians. Chemical weapons come
first in that regard. Vacuum, napalm, fire
bombs, air fuel explosives and scout missiles
are some of the weapons that caused death of
thousands of people by targeting Chechen ci-
vilians and are banned to be used according to

international law.

A Country Dispersed By Occupation:
500 Thousand Refugees

One of the most painful results of the ongo-
ing occupation and genocide of Russia in
Chechenia is around 1 million refugees. Ci-
vilians found solution in migrating in order to
escape from the attacks targeting themselves
and removing their life security, and to survive
during both occupations. Murat Yilmaz has
the following determinations in that regard:

“The amount of people who migrated during




yagmalama, tecaviiz vakalari, toplama kamplar:
gercegi ile yaygin iskence olaylar: ve ‘temizleme
operasyonlari’ adi altinda gece yarisi baskinlari-
mn getirdigi derin psikolojik izler, insanlart ya-
samla oliim arasinda bir tercih yapmaya zorla-
makta ve gog tek ¢ikis yolu olmaktadir. Rusya’nin
taraf oldugu Cenevre Sozlesmesi'ni ihlal ederek
her iki savasta da hastaneleri, dogumevlerini, pa-
zarlari, yerlesim yerlerini ve miilteci konvoylarin
hedef almasi insanlarin endiselerini hakli ¢ikar-
maktadir. (...) Kayitlarin diizenli tutul (a) mama-
st ve kayit dist miilteciligin yayginligi sebebiyle net
rakamlara ulasmak, cogu zaman miimkiin olma-
nustir. Bu verilere gore miiltecilerin sayist savag
boyunca 400 bin ila 800 bin arasinda degigmistir.
Ayrica Cegenistan icerisinde yerinden edilen 240
bin insandan bahsedilmektedir.”

Isgal ve soykirim sebebiyle evlerini ve yasadik-
lar1 topraklan terk ederek go¢ etmek zorunda
kalan miilteciler, 6ncelikle Kafkasya cograf-
yasindaki bélgeleri tercih etmistir. Ozellikle
komsu Ingusetya’ya iltica eden ve derme-cat-
ma cadirlarda konaklayarak hayatta kalma
miicadelesi veren ytizbinlerce Cecen miilteci,
Rusya ve Ingusetya yonetimlerinin baskilariyla
tilkelerine geri donmeye zorlanmig ve 6limiin
kucagina terk edilmistir.

Cecen miilteciler Ingusetya diginda Azerbay-
can, Giircistan, Dagistan gibi bolgedeki diger
devletlere, Turkiye gibi akrabalik baglarinin
bulundugu iilkelere ve diinyanin dért bir tara-
findaki onlarca iilkeye dagilmiglardir.

Kendi topraklarindan kagmak zorunda kalan
pasaport ve vize iglemleri i¢in aylarca oyalanan
ve go¢ etmeleri dahi zorlagtirilan Cecen miil-
teciler elbette gittikleri tilkelerde kolay kolay
kabul edilmemigtir. Ozellikle Avrupa iilkeleri
iltica bagvurularini reddetmis ve géz yumduk-
lar1 soykirimdan kagan insanlarin hayatta kal-
ma miicadelelerine sirt cevirmistir. Cegenler

the war between 1994-196 and the ongoing war
reached 500 thousand separately. These people
see themselves lucky because that they could mi-
grate into neighbour countries and regions that
they find more secure than Chechen cities in
which more than 4 thousand explosions occur
in an hour. (...) Especially within last ten years',
migration became the only solution for many
Chechen people most of the time. Within this cir-
cle of oppression, people face with danger of loos-
ing their lives or become injured and handicapped
in result of this heavy bombardment. With the fact
of kidnapping, plunder, rape and concentration
camps, common tortures and deep psychological
traces brought by midnight raids under the name
of ‘cleansing operations’ force people to make a
selection between life and death, and migration
becomes the only solution. The fact that Russia
targeted hospitals, maternity wards, bazaars, res-
idential areas and refugee convoys during both
wars despite that it signed Genova Convention
proves people’s concerns right. (...) But, most of
the time it has not become possible to reach ex-
act numbers because of irregular recordings and
commonality of illegal immigration. According
to this data, the number of refugees has changed
between 400 and 800 thousand during the war.
Furthermore, it is stated that there are around
240 thousand people removed from their places
within Chechenia.”

Refugees, who needed to migrate by leaving
their houses and lands behind because of occu-
pation and genocide, first preferred the regions
in Caucasus geography. Chechen refugees,
who especially went to Ingushetia and strug-
gled for their life by staying in rambling tents,
were forced to return their country because of
the oppressions of Russian and Ingushetian
governments, and left to die.
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miilteci olarak kabul edildikleri ya da sinirlart
icinde bulunmalarina g6z yumulan tlkelerde
de, ailelerinden, evlerinden, yasadiklari cog-
rafyadan, maddi ve manevi varliklarindan
uzak bir hayatin igine hapsedilmiglerdir. Ote
yandan Cecen halktan bogalan yerlere yiiksek
maaglar teklif edilerek getirilen Rus ve diger
etnik kokene sahip insanlar, ilerleyen yillarda
bolgede cesitli gruplasmalar yaganmasina ve
tilkesine dénmek isteyen Cegen halkinin yeni
bir sorunla karg1 kargiya kalmasina sebep ol-
muglardir.

Chechen refugees scattered around tens of
countries in the world and other states in re-
gions besides Ingushetia like Azerbaijan,
Georgia, Dagestan and countries like Turkey
that they have family ties with.

Chechen refugees, who needed to escape from
their lands and wait for months for passport
and visa and thus whose migration was made
difficult, were of course not accepted easily.
Especially Furopean countries refused the
applications and turned their backs to the
survival struggle of the people who escaped
from genocide that these Furopean countries
condoned. Chechen refugees were imprisoned
in a life far from their families, houses, geog-
raphies, material and non-material existences
inside the countries that they were accepted
in or their existence was condoned in. On the
other hand, Russians and other ethnic groups
brought by the offers of high salaries into the
places left from Chechen people caused that
various groupings emerged in the region and
Chechen people who wanted to turn back to
their country faced a new problem.
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